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Election
Fraud in Guyana
by Luke Daniels, President CLS

Yet another rigged election draws attention to the troubled political challenges facing
Guyana and throws a spotlight on the weaknesses of first past the post electoral system. A
winner takes all system will never deliver the kind of society where harmony prevails in
Guyana.
Gone are the days when the major parties dictatorship or another. If the election results
advocated for socialism and made class the are not respected, they face a military style
dominant issue which resulted in victory for PNC dictatorship, as intimidation and coercion
the Marxist led PPP of Cheddi Jagan, in the will have to be used to control the masses. A
1953 elections. It was too much for the government of the PPP with behaviour in
imperialist powers to take and the British office reminiscent of the Burnham years, as
stepped in at the behest of the Americans to they wielded absolute power is just as
suspend the constitution and imprison some of damaging for the body politic as any
the leaders. Changes to the electoral process dictatorship. It is not without reason that the
ensured victory for the Burnham led PNC to mainly African heritage supporters of the
take control. From that moment the political PNCR feel vulnerable at the return of a PPP
processes in Guyana was distorted. Race government. Their experience of racism and
became the dominant issue to distract the corruption of 18 years of PPP rule is still very
masses away from the class struggle that raw. It is hard for them to forget that under PPP
dominated the previous election and was rule not one of the 42 Guyanese ambassadors
radicalising the masses. With the loss of scores were black. They still remember the corruption
of African and Indo Guyanese lives, in the race and racial discrimination at work and play and
war that ensued, and no healing of the wounds the scores of young black men killed by the
attempted, the result is that racial politics state apparatus and various paramilitary gangs
continues to dominate.
like the Phantom, with close links to the PPP
government.
Settle the Outcome
This is not a time for dithering; we call on Oil Revenues
President Granger to take the lead and urgently The desperation at the moment to hold onto
settle the outcome of the elections. Guyana has political power is also about who gets to
already suffered generations of PNC control the oil revenues. Guyanese need be
dictatorship and a return to those days when careful that the fabled ‘oil curse ‘does not
the votes of the Guyanese masses counted for strike them. Estimates of 85% GDP growth in
nothing is unacceptable. The election result 2020 are all but dashed and any chance of a
must be respected before Guyana can move on. speedy recovery in oil prices are indeed very
Anyone who understands the dynamic or race slim. Nevertheless, the fight for control of the
in Guyana would appreciate what is at stake vast oil and gas reserves in Guyana has
here. Guyanese face the prospect of one type of heightened tension in the two main political
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parties desperate to have total control. It is not
only in the political leadership that the tension is
felt. The supporters of both parties understand
what is at stake, that their fate for the very
distant future is about to be decided. Whichever
government controls the oil wealth now is likely
to hold power for a very, very long time indeed,
as they bribe their way from one election to the
next.
Elected Dictatorship
Westminster style parliamentary democracy will
never deliver justice for large sections of the
Guyanese population. An elected dictatorship
based on a racial majority, is just as bad for
delivering justice as a government based on
rigged elections. The Working Peoples Alliance
as far back as 1980 called for constitutional
reform to allow a power sharing government to
emerge, with the party winning the most votes
providing the President and the party coming
second the Prime Minister. The PPP, even earlier
during the sugar strike in 1977, which was
dividing the country along racial lines, had
proposed a National Patriotic Front “which
aimed at a political solution in which the PPP, or
the PNC whichever won a fair and free election,
would form the Government and the other
would be unopposed by its counterpart for the
Presidency”
National Unity
A drive for a government of National Unity can
openup debate about class and help in the
healing of the nation. Nothing new in this, as
“All our politicians at one time or another called
for National Unity as a prerequisite for national
development.”[ii] This is the moment for the
two major parties to show their commitment to
the masses. Granger invited the PPP to join
them in government after the result of the
previous election put them in power. The PPP
can now make the same jester to help diffuse the
dangerous situation developing. A solution may
rest in the PNCR conceding defeat and handing
over the reins of power to the PPP, who can put
forward a short timetable for constitutional
reform aimed at power sharing and holding
fresh elections based on the new constitution.
The stakes have never been higher and the
political leaders have a greater responsibility to
get it right. There has been no healing of the

nation after sixty years of racialised politics. It
is only by dialogue that any healing of the
nation will begin. A unity government could
help to calm the tension felt on both sides.
This might be the right time for all Guyanese
to come together, especially in the face of the
Corona Virus and its aftermath.

Caribbean Labour Solidarity statement
on Anti - African and Anti - Chinese
racism

The Covid19 pandemic has caused justified
anxiety. However, this has led some people to
seek to blame people of other national origins.
We have been made aware of numerous and
credible incidents of assaults on Africans, res
ident in mainland China. We are also conscious
of countless acts of discrimination committed
against African people by Chinese citizens in
numerous cities in the People's Republic. From
the evidence we have received we believe that
these discriminatory acts and attendant violence
are overwhelmingly levelled against subSaha
ran African nationals.
We condemn these racist attacks and call upon
the Chinese Government to take immediate
steps to put an end to such brutality and create
an environment in which all persons resident in
the Republic can go about their legitimate busi
ness without fear.
At the same time we have seen numerous ex
amples, on social media and elsewhere, of anti
Chinese statements and videos circulated by
African and AfricanCaribbean contributors.
These are inciting negative views of Chinese
people and the Government of the People's Re
public. We understand that people of Chinese
descent and Chinese citizens, along with prop
erty under Chinese control have been attacked
in numerous locations across subSaharan
Africa.
Caribbean Labour Solidarity condemns racism
in all forms and all manifestations. It is not in
the interest of Chinese, African, AfricanCarib
bean or other people to engage in racism
against anyone. Racism destroys everyone. In
ternational solidarity will get us through this
current crisis, blaming other peoples for it is the
road to ruin.

On COVID-19 by Cauline Brathwaite

As COVID-19 spread around the world it became noticeable that a disproportionate number of the victims were black. This is true in the UK. We need to find answers to the questions about why this has been the case. We need accurate and prompt responses to allay
fears and end continual speculation.
There has been criticism about the diet and life communicative with my mother in the way
style of black people, effectively blaming the that only trained medics can. (she was born in
victim rather than patiently awaiting the re Guyana, emigrated and herself became Ward
search.
Sister in the NHS). I did find myself
Various times the cartibean diet has been de wondering why and if the three BAME Geri
scribed as too greasy too rich, in sugar, too fatty atricians had chosen roles according to their
and such views have resurfaced at this critical background.
time.
Although I am not a researcher I would like
However when it began to be observed that some research to be undertaken to look at this.
professionals with no obvious bad habits had It would be speculative to decide on my im
also caught the virus, speculation ranged to pressions that the answer was probably that
other explanations. Yet still the negative stereo they had less choice than their white col
leagues.
types were there.
One of the things Diane Abbot wants to talk Why does this matter?
about is the way in which BAME people are It matters if there is no choice for BAME
being forced to work in exposed roles and in people despite their achievements.
unsafe conditions.
Diane Abbot talked about the scandal of the
I would support a wide ranging enquiry. Even structural racism that appears to have pushed
BAME Doctors may have felt directed to cer people of different races in different direc
tain areas and roles in their career as medics. tions. This could be why the Black Geriatri
Are there reasons why they are often found cians took the path that they did. Should it be
working with elderly people if this is out of true, this would be deeply shocking.
proportion with white colleagues who they may Whether deliberate or not, research needs to
have trained with and are now doing more be done. Why is there a racial divide and
glamorous and prestigious jobs?
where does responsibility lay for sending one
Research
racial group in one direction and others in an
Anecdotally this is something that I consciously other? Data should be compiled on whether
observed myself without perhaps understanding people of colour are directed to work with
older people and if this is the reason why 70%
what was going on.
the Staff in the NHS who have died have
In the last few years I have accompanied my of
elderly mother to quite a few hospital appoint been Black and Minority Ethnic people.
ments. I observed both of the geriatricians that
we saw in one hospital were black men.
When my mother also attended for surgery in
the same hospital, the surgeon was a young
white woman, and two others who were both
men and one of whom was white and the other
Asian.
My mother’s geriatrician and GP were both
women one from Ecuador and Boliva.
https://bit.ly/2zxjB5Z
Although all of the Doctors were kind and

Coronavirus response: why Cuba is such an interesting case

By Emily Morris, Research Associate, Institute of the Americas, UCL
Some countries seem to be weathering the ers) about symptoms and precautions. So, when
coronavirus pandemic better than others. One the first three reported cases were confirmed on
country that moved rapidly to deal with the March 11, arrangements were in place to trace
and isolate contacts, mobilise medical students
emerging threat was Cuba.
nationwide doortodoor surveys to identify
Cuba has several advantages over many states, for
vulnerable
people and check for symptoms, and
including free universal healthcare, the world’s roll out a testing
programme.
highest ratio of doctors to population, and pos
itive health indicators, such as high life expect On March 20, with 21 confirmed cases repor
ancy and low infant mortality. Many of its ted, the government announced a ban on tourist
doctors have volunteered around the world, arrivals, lockdown for vulnerable people, pro
building up and supporting other countries’ vision for home working, reassignment of
health systems while gaining experience in workers to priority tasks, employment protec
emergencies. A highly educated population and tion and social assistance.
advanced medical research industry, including As issues arose, the Cuban government adjusted
three laboratories equipped and staffed to run its response. For example, when facemasks and
virus tests, are further strengths.
physical distancing proved insufficient to keep
Also, with a centrally planned, statecontrolled public transport safe, services were suspended
economy, Cuba’s government can mobilise re and state and private vehicles and drivers were
sources quickly. Its national emergency planning hired to transport patients and essential workers.
structure is connected with local organisations in And to reduce crowding in shops, the distribu
every corner of the country. The disasterpre tion system was reorganised and online shop
paredness system, with mandatory evacuations ping introduced. Physical distancing
for vulnerable people such as the disabled and enforcement has also been stepped up in re
pregnant women, has previously resulted in a sponse to instances of noncompliance.
remarkably low loss of life from hurricanes.
With 766 reported cases by April 15 (68 cases
However, COVID19 presents differences. per million of population), Cuba is around the
Cuba’s lack of resources, which hampers recov middle of the range for Latin America and the
ery from disasters, also contributes to a housing Caribbean.
shortage that makes physical distancing diffi Latin America and the Caribbean: reported
cult. And the island’s poor infrastructure creates cases per million, April 13th 2020. World
logistical challenges.
Health Organization
Also, the pandemic comes at a particularly dif The quality of data varies hugely between
ficult time, as tightened US sanctions have countries, with some governments substantially
sharply cut earnings from tourism and other underreporting cases. Cuba’s reported cases are
services, deterred foreign investment, hampered based on tests using WHO protocols. Two
trade (including medical equipment imports) Caribbean neighbours, using similar methods,
and obstructed access to international finance – provide useful comparisons. The Dominican
including emergency funds.
Republic, the most closely comparable in terms
Given these strengths and weaknesses, Cuba of population, income and tourism dependence,
provides an interesting case study in responding shows how the disease might have spread if
measures had been less effective. In contrast,
to the current pandemic.
seems to have succeeded in halting the
Cuba’s reaction to the coronavirus threat was Jamaica
swift. A “prevention and control” plan, prepared spread of the disease.
in January 2020, included training medical staff, Cumulative cases per million, Cuba, Dominican
preparing medical and quarantine facilities, and Republic and Jamaica. World Health Organiza
informing the public (including tourism work tion
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Jamaica’s initial response was similar to
Cuba’s, but fewer cases had slipped into the
country undetected before tourism was halted.
Having identified 16 outbreak clusters now,
Cuban authorities are still struggling to prevent
a takeoff.
What happens next in Cuba will depend largely
on the amount of testing. An indicator of com
mitment to this task is the ratio of tests to re
ported cases. According to available data, Cuba
(with 18,825 tests done) leads the region with a
ratio of 25:1, compared with 16:1 in Jamaica
and 3:1 in the Dominican Republic. (Vietnam
and Taiwan have over 100:1, Germany 10:1,
US 5:1 and UK 4:1.) Around 40% of Cuba’s
recent positive results are from asymptomatic
cases.
If Cuba’s contacttracing and testing regime
gets the disease under control, its experience
might offer lessons for controlling the pan
demic, and more of its doctors will be available
to help with the effort to combat the pandemic
abroad.
But tests are expensive, at around US$50 each,
so if its hardfought battle against COVID19 is
prolonged, Cuba’s lack of access to finance
could prove fatal.

This article first appeared in " The Conversation"
https://bit.ly/2LfJeLm

‘Reckoning’ needed on
disproportionate Covid-19 deaths
amongst black and Pakistani and
Bangladeshi heritage people

Statement from UNITE the UNION

Unite national officer for equalities Harish
Patel said: “The ONS figures showing that
black people and those of Pakistani and
Bangladeshi heritage are more likely to die from
Covid19 is disturbing in the extreme.
“As a country we cannot ignore the structures of
inequality that still plague many ethnic minority
communities and that have had a major part to
play in the disproportionate amount of suffering
people of colour have experienced during the
pandemic.
“Discrimination and inequalities, whether that’s
through overcrowded housing, greater risk of
health vulnerabilities or economic disadvantage,
are a fact of life for black, Asian, and minority
ethnic (BAME) people in modern Britain.
“Every weapon in the government’s armoury
must be used to ensure that BAME communities
are shielded from further tragedy during the
pandemic.
“That goes for employers as well – far too many
BAME members of the Unite family, including
London bus drivers and NHS staff, have died
while serving their country. Meanwhile those
continuing to serve remain at a greater risk than
their white colleagues.
“When we do emerge from the crisis, there must
be a reckoning and it will be incumbent on
politicians, employers, and the UK as a whole,
to find a way to rid the scourge of racial in
equality from our society for good.”

Coronavirus deepens Haiti’s unequal role in global garment supply chain

By Charlotte Hammond, Cardiff University.
At a time when so many of us have been forced
to slow down, pause, and stay at home to save
lives, garment workers at Haiti’s Caracol in
dustrial park are expected to return to work on
20 April, following an announcement by Prime
Minister Joseph Jouthe.
The reopening of textile factories across Haiti
puts workers and their communities at risk, not
to mention Haiti’s already fragile healthcare
system.
The coronavirus pandemic has laid bare the
global fashion industry’s reliance on out
sourcing production to peripheral sites in the
global South, and the structural inequalities this
perpetuates. Since the outbreak of COVID19,
the fashion empire has ground to a halt.
In Haiti, it is the garment workers – workers at
the bottom of the supply chain – who will suf
fer the most. Many have been left with no pay
due to cancelled orders and factory shutdowns,
or forced to work in highrisk conditions as
factories reopen before the crisis has passed.
When asked about the reopening of textile
factories across Haiti, Georges Sassine, factory
owner and president of L’Association des in
dustries d’Haïti (ADIH), the main organisation
of Haiti’s manufacturing sector, has said:
“The question was whether to die of hunger or
coronavirus. ”
Haiti confirmed its first cases of COVID19 on
19 March. One week later, Caracol industrial
park, the USsponsored exportprocessing zone
in northern Haiti, was closed. This was one of a
series of measures deployed by the Haitian
government, including the closure of schools
and churches, to prevent the spread of the
virus.
In a letter addressed to workers on 3 April, S &
H Global informed them that the 50% of their
salary promised by the Haitian government had
not yet arrived and would only constitute 50%
of the already meagre 500 gourdes minimum
wage, 5 US Dollars per 8 hour working day
(already four times below the average cost of
living in Haiti).
The Coronavirus has disrupted production at

Caracol since its outbreak in Wuhan at the be
ginning of the year. S & H Global (SAEA),
Korean suppliers of USbased brands includ
ing Gap, Walmart, and Target, import most of
their fabric from China. The company was
therefore already dealing with delays and lo
gistical issues before the virus reached Haiti.
Prioritising profits over the wellbeing of
workers, the Korean textile supplier tenants at
the park had originally issued the letter to an
nounce that factory production would recom
mence on 13 April. While the company stated
that governmentadvised health and safety
measures would be implemented (the wearing
of masks and handwashing), local unions and
international garment sector NGOs remain un
convinced that sufficient preventative meas
ures against the virus will be enforced.
The Solidarity Center, along with four Haitian
garment sector unions have called on the
Haitian government to respect the Haitian La
bour Code which stipulates workers receive
pay when the government closes the work
place. In a letter to President Jovenel Moïse,
the unions, including Centrale Nationale des
Ouvriers Haïtiens (CNOHA), Confédération
des Travailleurs Haïtiens (CTH), Confédéra
tion des Travailleurseuses des Secteurs Public
et Privé (CTSP) and ESPMBatay Ouvriye,
also recommended support to informal work
ers, a halt on income tax, and a reallocation of
carnival funds to support the COVID19
measures.
Jean Francois Peguy Jonel, union leader of
Caracol’s Sendika Ouvriye Vanyan S&H
Global (SOVASHG), a regional branch of
Batay Ouvriye, explained that the union re
mains firmly opposed to factories reopening
during the crisis as: “Transport to work
already puts our lives in danger. For workers
using sewing machines the 1.5 metre distance
is not respected. On top of that the state has no
emergency means in case of a problem. ”

Despite paying income tax (IRI) and pension
contributions (ONA), workers have heard
nothing from Haiti’s Office d’Assurance Acci
dents du Travail, Maladie et Maternité
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(OFATMA) since the outbreak of the pandemic,
and, in particular, pregnant women due to begin
maternity leave have not yet received any ma
ternity pay nor any form of communication
from the state.
Caracol Garment Workers at Risk
Of the 50,000 garment workers currently em
ployed in Haiti, approximately 12,700 work at
Caracol. Many of the workers live in CapHaï
tien and spend an hour crammed into over
crowded buses to reach the park. Within the
factory itself, the industrial sewing machines
are arranged to fit as many in the space as pos
sible, and workers have no choice but to carry
out tasks in close proximity with one another.
In a series of interviews I conducted with wo
men garment workers at Caracol in 2017, some
complained about respiratory problems caused
by poor ventilation conditions in the factories
there. Without suitable measures in place to
protect workers, these conditions make for easy
transmission of the virus.
Factory workers in communities around Cara
col, largely removed from the recent political
lockdown that has paralysed the country, live in
densely populated areas. These overcrowded
conditions increase the risk of transmission of
viruses. In the recent past these have included
zika and the cholera epidemic introduced by
UN workers sent to Haiti following the 2010
earthquake. For these workers social distancing
and handwashing are already a scarcely af
forded privilege.
Im/mobility of People and Things
On 28 March, the Haitian Government author
ised certain factories to reopen in order to pro
duce medical scrubs and masks for export. The
factories to open were those already producing
medical equipment for overseas, including
Quantum, Cleveland and InterAmerican Woven
run by the Apaid Group, and Dominicanowned
CODEVI, located in Ouanaminthe, at the bor
der between Haiti and the Dominican Republic,
that reopened three of its factories on 6 April.
The garment sector in Haiti is a taxfree system
defined by foreign companies who extract
wealth, leaving what little economic benefit is
generated to the local elite. The majority of

personal protection equipment (PPE) manu
factured will be exported to the United States,
despite medical professionals in Haiti who
severely lack the resources and facilities to
tackle the pandemic.
Textiles protect people and things against con
tamination from external threats, whilst facilit
ating mobility and social contact between
people, and between people and things. The
absorbency, permeability and portability of
textiles also makes them the ideal carrier of
(narratives of) infection. See for example laws
(458/991) in the Dominican Republic prohibit
ing the import of used textiles (mattresses, pil
lows, or clothing) from neighbouring Haiti to
prevent the entrance of disease. The laws rep
resent racist narratives of infection and have
been periodically enforced to curb the move
ment of Haitians across the border into the
Dominican Republic (including during the
2010 cholera outbreak).
These fears of migratory flows are masked by a
persistent association between textiles, conta
gion, and foreign migration.
Those privileged to fly in and out of the Carib
bean region with relative ease, who helped
spread the virus via their hypermobility, are
now forced to stay still. Meanwhile, garment
workers in Haiti have no choice but to keep
productive and moving to ensure that com
modities and capital flow freely and quickly
across the intermittently invisible border with
the US.

This article first appeared on the website of the
Haiti Support Group

https://bit.ly/3bnjxmT

Report from Belize by Steve Cushion

The COVID19 pandemic represents an unpre
cedented health and socioeconomic crisis for the
Caribbean. In addition to heightening existing
vulnerabilities, it is exposing underlying condi
tions of inadequate policies and institutions both
at the national and international levels. And as
the recent history of such crises in the region
shows only too well, it is the working class and
the poor who carry most of the burden of impact
and recovery.
The case of Belize is illustrative. There, the
hopeful news is that early and tough measures of
prevention and containment by the government,
working for once in tandem with the Opposition
party, have, so far, kept the number of cases in
Belize in the lower range of the national averages
in the Caribbean. Belize’s measures include a
state of emergency, strict lockdown measures,
closing of all border points and the national air
port, and strict enforcement. And thus far, Belize
has recorded only 18 positive cases, two deaths
and, as of 5 May 2020, had no active cases. Of
course, all this can change quickly, especially
since positive COVID19 cases are still increas
ing in neighboring Mexico and Guatemala.
However, these cautiously encouraging develop
ments do not belie that Belize’s very basic health
system has been under severe strain as it has
struggled to cope with shortages in PPE, tests
and medical equipment. For example, the num
ber of ventilators in the entire country at the start
of the epidemic was likely less than the number
in one London hospital. In light of all this, it is
unfortunate that shipments of needed medical
supplies for some Caribbean countries have been
denied release from United States’ customs. ‘In
other news’, Belize welcomed a Cuban Medical
Brigade of 66 doctors, nurses and medical ex
perts in late March to assist with its national re
sponse to COVID19.
As elsewhere in the Caribbean, the socioeco
nomic impact on Belize has been enormous in
the context of existing limited fiscal space, and
high rates of indebtedness, unemployment and
poverty. Initial projections are that the longer
term economic and fiscal impact will be unpre
cedented as public revenues plummet from the
slowdown of agricultural trade and a near stag
nant services sector. Significantly, the tourism
sector, which is near half of Belize’s GDP and its

largest employer, is now at a complete halt. This
means that financing the national efforts of Bel
ize to meet the health and socioeconomic needs
of its people during the pandemic face the triple
challenges of limited fiscal space, diminishing
real income and using money, including devel
opment cooperation funds, already targeted for
other urgent priorities.
The scope and depth of socioeconomic impact
on Belizeans is exemplified by the overwhelming
demand for the new national programmes for
immediate unemployment and food relief
launched in March. Even with the unemployment
grant just at BZ$300 (some £120) per month,
over 81,000 individuals, representing some 43%
of the labour force, have already applied for un
employment relief support. Tens of thousands
more continue to seek food assistance pro
grammes. At the same time the government is
engaged in tense costcutting discussions with
the public service union. The fact that all this is
occurring in a national election year in Belize
adds an additional sense of fragility and uncer
tainly to the national response.
The COVID19 impact and response are expos
ing longstanding development warts and high
lighting hard questions for Belize and the
Caribbean region. The Caribbean Development
Bank predicts an average 30% contraction of
Caribbean economies in 2020. The international
financial system remains wholly inadequate and
insensitive to the highly vulnerable small island
developing states of the region and to their crit
ical need for debt relief. Rich nations that
proudly announce their multibillions to support
for COVID19 response for developing countries
have to be called out for merely reallocating ex
isting grants. All these national and international
funds now being redirected, and the additional
debt being incurred will dig even deeper holes in
Caribbean governments’ capacities to address
every other socioeconomic priority. The region’s
dependence on tourism will absolutely have to be
revisited. Social welfare systems and assistance
programmes must be restructured and expanded
to improve on fairness and to mitigate political
clientelism. Unions will have to strike a delicate
balance on how to have workers contribute to the
urgent national emergency responses without
losing even more ground on benefits and rights.
And oh, the hurricane season in the Atlantic
starts on 1 June.

Covid-19? Sense or Nonsense!

by Cecil Gutzmore
Why is it accurate to speak of farreaching
failure of judgement producing a systemic and
incredibly costly scandalcumcrisis  the latter
(i.e., the crisis) much worse than the finance
capitalcaused crisis of a little more than a
decade ago? This one voluntarily chosen!
My view is that the correct exercise of well
based judgement always matters. The entailed
duty is neglected at our peril. How else can
whatever is coming at the individual, at the
community of race, class, nation be effectively
appraised. Sound judgement over Covid19 has
been in appallingly short supply. All parties are
contributing to the resulting multifacetted
combined scandal and crisis.
Polio
My own judgement of deadly viruses was
framed during my Jamaican childhood.
Poliomyelitis struck! Reputedly amongst those
who fled in panic to the Blue Mountain away
from the teeming masses  was the wellknown,
respected medic in the nearest town to mine. In
the end no one known to us died. But it was
clear that, in addition to killing some people (far
fewer than feared initially), polio also left
certain survivors seriously maimed. Being
academically stuck in the human, not he natural,
sciences, I have made no study of viruses. A few
have stuck since polio. But in my judgement
informing experience only the medical error of
giving Thalidomide to pregnant women this
happened after I came to the UK  maimed its
victims in similar, or worse, ways.
Questions
That polio + experience armed me with some
questions. If in the presence of a “virus”: How
deadly is it really? What proportion of a contact
population does it infect? What proportion of
those infected does it kill or seriously maim?
How contagious and infectious is it? A new
question has recently impacted my
consciousness: What is the possibility of a
“second wave” of a virusbased epidemic or
pandemic? Apparently, there is experience of the
second wave being worst that the first. It was so
with that deadly postWW1 (Spanish?) flu!

Supplementary question: How genuinely
deadly was the first wave? An objective small
first wave is unlikely to lead to a destructively
deadly second wave. Waves can actually be or
simply look awful. Every death is a tragedy to
or for someone. So always “awful” in that
sense. A death toll approaching 200,000
internationally is no joke. This Grim Reaper is
not playing! But we know, don’t we, that the
current world population exceeds 7.5 Billion.
That’s what 200,000 or even 500,000
individual tragedies have objectively to be
judged against. That’s how we begin to know
whether to follow Corporal Jones’ advice. Or
actually to panic. And then what exactly does
panic achieve?
Unprepared
Government was woefully unprepared in the
matter of personal protective equipment (PPE),
and for testing: way behind everybody in East
Asia and EuroAmerica. The Minister of
Health and Social Care’s performance has
barely been above the level of buffoonery:
invoking the army to next to no purpose!
Appointing the man who ran the London
Olympics to do only God know what! Lying
and waffling on the carehomes matter.
Care Homes
There was even the additional outrage of the
Minister of Health and Social Care’s
disgraceful proposal to decant allegedly healed
Covid19 patients/victims into care homes. To
“clear NHS beds!” Please believe it!
Fortunately, there was a revolt amongst owners
and managers of the homes. A sufficiently
noisy refusal. The proposed decant did not take
place. There must be a reckoning in respect of
this matter. The Prime Minister and the
Minister of Health and Social Care bear the
responsibility. On 28 April answering the first
journalist's question asked in my hearing about
this national disgrace, Health Secretary
Hancock replied with a “boldface”
combination of bluster and lies about testing in
that part of the sector and it being a priority
“from the beginning.” Talk about “Getting
away with murder!”

Hands off Venezuela

Luke Daniels, President Caribbean Labour Solidarity

Socialist Venezuela has been under serious sus
tained pressure from the USA to change direc
tion. The Americans have tried every dirty trick,
including assassination attempts and armed in
surgency, the most recent incursion from
Columbia near the port of La Guaria resulted in
the arrest of 13 including two Americans mer
cenaries. Perhaps a desperate attempt to get
their share of President Trump’s $15 million
bounty on the head of the legitimate President
of Venezuela President Nicholas Maduro. Since
declaring Venezuela a National Security threat,
the USA have set about trying to destabilise and
overthrow the legitimate government of
Venezuela, with no regard or respect for sover
eignty. Venezuela is not Grenada and any inva
sion will be met with stiff and sizeable
resistance, by a people determined to define
their own destiny. Sovereignty is not something
the Americans respect, as their long history of
military intervention in the region can attest to.
For 60 years and counting, they have blockaded
Cuba, even as they occupy a part of the island
with their military base, where they regularly
commit human rights abuses, away from the
gaze of their citizens.
Oil
It is no secret that the Americans covet the huge
Venezuelan oil and gas reserves and are pre
pared to do anything to regain control of them.
When the late Hugo Chavez gained control in
Venezuela and upset the cosy relationship the
USA enjoyed with the Venezuelan Oligarchy,
the attacks began. Ideas of sharing the oil
wealth, not only with the Venezuelan masses,
but with the entire impoverished region is a step
too far for the US hawks. This is socialism gone
mad and must be stopped at all cost, least these
ideas permeate to the American masses. With
oil prices at an alltime low and likely to stay so
for some considerable time, the primary motive
now for attacking Venezuela is for its socialist
ideology. The attacks continue, even as the
deadly Corona virus claims more American
lives than was lost in 20 years of fighting the
Vietnamese. With the world distracted, they
send war ships threatening Venezuela and turn
ing back Chinese ships bound for Cuba with
medical aid.

Propaganda
The USA propaganda has been relentless in its
attempt to destabilise and overthrow the
Venezuelan government. So far CARICOM
has stood firmly against intervention and has
demanded respect for sovereignty, but they
will be tested time and again. The people who
have benefited from the generosity of
Venezuela in providing over a million eye op
erations, support for social programs and cheap
oil, need step up and call on their governments
to resist American bullying. The pressure will
intensify after the Corona virus and its effect
on fragile economies. There is danger for the
region in Trump’s ‘America First’ policy, as he
may go further than the mere seizing of med
ical equipment bound for Barbados and Ja
maica.
Stick together
Our best hope of survival, in the shark infested
waters of the Caribbean, is by sticking together
as one people. If Venezuela is defeated, the re
gion will be under tremendous pressure to
swing further to the right. We could be set back
generations in our social and political devel
opment. Defeating the Venezuelan people will
not be easy as they are well prepared. Maduro
won the elections fair and square, but you
would not think so, as Trump anointed and ap
pointed a little upstart called Guido, who they
paraded as President. The world was not
fooled, as only a tiny minority of countries
bowed to the pressure of the USA to recognise
him as president. The Venezuelan government
had proven resourceful and strong against all
America has thrown at them so far; the people
are not broken, they are resilient and determ
ined, and they have the military on their side,
protecting the Nation. It is up to each of us to
take responsibility to defend the sovereignty of
Venezuela and tell the Yankees to ‘Go home!’.
Cutlass is published by the Executive
Committee of Caribbean labour Solidarity.
Signed articles are the responsability of the author
and do not necessarily represent the position of the
CLS executive but are included as a contribution
to debate.

Windrush: never again

Two years after the Windrush Scandal, the independent report commissioned into the appalling
failings that took place has finally been published. But with so much going on, we can’t let the
lessons go unnoticed.
The Home Office can no longer ignore the true scale of the scandal and its impact on people 
from being made homeless or unemployed to being denied access to the NHS or unfairly
deported. The Home Office must urgently stop any racial discrimination and to learn from the
lessons published, so this never happens again.
This includes full implementation of all recommendations  with an action plan to do this quickly,
appointing an independent group to review progress, and doing more to support survivors now.
You can read the full report here:
h ttp s : //b i t. ly/2 xRd 4 Ti

As we approach 2nd anniversary of the Windrush Scandal, Patrick Vernon summarised the
situation:
* 5 Deaths in the UK but many unaccounted for in Africa and The Caribbean
* Windrush Generation and descendants suffering from poverty, social isolation PTSD and health
problems
* Just under 10k people have had their status regularised though Windrush Taskforce but many
tens of thousands have been denied status or have not come forward
* 63k awarded to 36 cases under Windrush Compensation Scheme but tens of thousands still
denied compensation and hardship support
* 2 Prime Ministers and 3 Home Secretaries
* Numerous apologies from government but no real intent for restorative justice
* 2 Deportations Flights without valuing family life
* Grand children and great children stuck in detention centres
* 30 Recommendations from Lessons Learned Review but the Home Office is still
‘Institutionally racist’
* Hostile Environment still exist but alias called the Compliant Environment
* We have a national Windrush Day but scant funding to community and grass roots
organisations
* COVID19 is now having a major impact on the Windrush Generation and migrant
communities who the front and key workers in the NHS, social care, transport, public services
and retail.
Sign the petition - https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/windrush-never-again

Sam Glean RIP

It is with great sadness that we have
to announce the death of our friend
and comrade Sam Glean, who died
of the Covid virus in April.
We shall organise a celebration of
his life as soon as the current public
health emergency is over. We send
our deepest condolences to his
partner Liz. He will be greatly
missed.

Sam with Eric Huntley and Richard Hart

Report condemns the coup in Bolivia

The blatant lies and hypocrisy of the US have been exposed with the publication of a new study
from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). This shows there was no fraud in
Bolivia’s presidential election last October.
The US researchers at MIT have demolished the claims that the US administration put forward to
justify its support for the violent military coup against Bolivia’s socialist president Evo Morales.
The truth is that Morales is the legitimate elected president of Bolivia. He won the election in
October 2019 by a large margin in a free and fair contest.
The MIT study was commissioned by the Center for Economic and Policy Research (CEPR).
Their work challenges the claims made by the Organization of American States (OAS) of “seri
ous irregularities” in Bolivia’s election.
Writing in the Washington Post, the report’s authors say:

There is not any statistical evidence of fraud that we can find – the trends in the preliminary
count, the lack of any big jump in support for Morales after the halt, and the size of Morales’
margin all appear legitimate. All in all, the OAS’s statistical analysis and conclusions would appear deeply flawed.

The OAS has played a big role in justifying the coup in Bolivia. Its baseless accusations of elect
oral fraud were widely and uncritically reported in the overwhelming majority of the mainstream
Western media. The impact of this was to undermine Bolivia’s legitimate democratic process.
The real crime of Morales and his Movement Towards Socialism (MAS) was to reject US dom
ination and pursue a path of independence, development, and social inclusion.
The success of Morales’s government was undeniable. Over almost 14 years, poverty was dra
matically slashed, with the proportion of the population subsisting on less than $5.50 per day cut
from 48.1% to 24.7%. Strategic sectors of the economy – including the country’s vast amounts of
natural gas – were nationalised, and huge state investment was launched to develop the country.
This economic model succeeded in improving living standards for more than a decade with aver
age growth of 3.2% per capita between 2006 and 2018. The USbacked dictatorship in Bolivia is
already preparing to privatise the country’s lithium for the benefit of transnational corporations.
The elections which had been scheduled for 3 May 2020 have been postponed because of the
virus.
The people of Bolivia need international solidarity and for the truth of the role that the US ad
ministration has played in overturning their democratic elections to be widely exposed.
This article by Fiona Edwards first appeared in The Canary - https://bit.ly/2LonYTI

