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PREFACE

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Michael Aberdeen, at twenty-seven (27) is one of the most active political activists in
the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago. As a political bureau member of the Peoples’ Popular
Movement and its International Secretary he is widely known in the Caribbean Region and
elsewhere. A Queens’ Royal College graduate and a holder of a diploma in Quantity Survey-
ing, he has been consistently identified with progressive thought and action and in his short
life span has been a social, community and political activist in a number of organisations in-
cluding the Committee Against US Aggression (CAUSA), the United Labour Front (ULF),
The Trinidad and Tobago Cuba Friendship Association and a number of others.

Michael Aberdeen from the inception of the Grenada Revolution in 1973 had been
very close to the development of the revolutionary process in that island before its defeat,
working in Grenada for brief periods with both the Ministry of Education and Culture as
well as the Ministry of Housing. He paid frequent visits to the island during the revolution-
ary period attending conferences and doing his duty-ia defending the ‘revo’. Prior to the
defeat, a document entitled “What is Going o8 In Gfenada, Today' was being prepared for
publication. Now the document has been updated and, gives a detailed and necessary

account of the great and imporiant achievements of the renada Revolution 1979-1983.
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INTRODUCTION

ON March 13th, 1979 the 29 year old Government of Eric Matthew Gairy was over-
thrown by a lar revolution of Grenadian Citizens under the leadership of the New Jewel
Movement (NJM).

March 13th had its roots in the 1951 anti-colonial struggles of the Grenadian working
masses, out of which Gairy emerged as the leading spokesman of the interests of the poor in
terests, which he decisively compromised thus reaping by the r‘i!.'l'l)" 1979's, broad pUpul‘u
opposition.

Massive unemployment (49% of the workforce, T0% unemployment among WOmern)
decreasing educational opportunities, sexual exploitation of women, secret police brutality,
murders and disappearances, profiteering by monopolists and widespread corruption made
life intolerable for the masses of people (Grenada).

The formation of the NJM on May 11th, 1973 as a result of a merger of progressive
organisations, coincided with the growing resistance of the people. From its inception, the
NJM under the leadership of Maurice Bishop proved itself to be a party of a new type: consis-
tently defending the rights of the people, patiently explaining the new vision of the new
society, utilising all available means and forms to advance the struggle.

Standing firm throughout the long; dark period of terror unleashed by Gairy; having ex-
hausted all forms of legal opposition; prevented from gaining state power by Gairy’s electoral
coup of 1976; faced with a situation of growing repression, the NJM moved decisively and
the people responded positively.

The primary objectives of the Revolution were to check and redress the gross violations
of human rights and abuses of democracy which were committed by Gairy under the disguise
of constitutional government. These objectives were summarised in the First Address to the
Nation on Radio Free Grenada on March 13th, 1979, delivered by Maurice Bishop in which
he said,

“This revolution is for work, for food, for decent housing
and health services and for a bright future for our children
and great grandchildren. The benefit of the revolution will
be given to everyone regardless of political opinion or which
political party they support”.

Ever since the March 13th, 1979 overthrow, the Gairy regime, the Grenadian Revolut-
jon had been constantly battling with various forms of attacks engendered mainly by the
United States Government and perpetuated mainly by the regional media particularly, the
Jamaican Gleaner and the Express and Guardian of Trinidad and Tobago.

The attacks on the Grenadian process had always taken the form of distorted propo-
ganda on what was genuinely taking place in Grenada. International economic pressure,
physical and material support for counter-revolutionary elements (June 19th, 1980 Bomb
blast), and now the subsequent invasion by US forces, all of these attacks had been premised
on the allegation that what existed in Grenada between 1979 - 83 was total suppression of
fundamental human rights by the Peoples Revolutionary Government of Grenada (PRG).

There is, however, much debate on what constitutes human rights. Everyone agrees
that the guaranteeing of human rights is of fundamental importance, All member states of
Caricom affirm their people’s freedom to exercise their human rights within the framework
of existing laws. This common committment to guaranteeing the peoples’ exercise of human
rights is however given concrete expression in ways which delineate the two poles of the
current debates.




3 _ssant emnhasis on the civil political rights of the jp.
One of I“‘TSP_,ET.:':H‘,IS;‘: :c{‘ifncg}l?::gitvi:iuils‘ rights ensures protection of the Suc]et‘\‘-‘!;
dividual on the 'JE]““:]? e‘“u},hamp_: the equal, if not pre-eminent, necessity of ensuring the ex
rights. The er‘g:n;. .onomic, social and cultural rights as the basis upon which the full ex.
ercise Gf‘i*' r"t'] _'OLI':NL,S] ri{:hls must be founded. _ 4 . e y :
ercise of civi a_ml EH ot Movement (PPM) shared the view with L_hL PRG in not Perceiving
The Peoples L,F‘“ +hts as embracing only the fundamental rights and freedoms which
the concept of humat 1'11?: not all. of the Constitutions which were prepared by the British
were inserted 1 :“Uh;l.\d over 1o.ii.‘. former Caribbean and African colonies, on the attain.
Government anc, _13'?1:{?“(_9 but instead, we are of the view that while there must be firm
ment of their I'.hm;][-::z‘l -fe;n:réatinn and enforcement of these civil and political rights, the
CU"‘m't_n,]Ll:]" .-l;m—,;; Q;lium] rights are of equal importance. :
economic, SOci 0GB ke Caribbean Region, we have all been bombarded and sub.

Hot wt ; I'l i;;.u-mj mounting allegations of continued human rights abuse in Grenada
nuous & L .-

< Revolutionary Government (PRG). The facts and figures presented in this
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jected to cOr

L'mder ml; IJHL:Lr s the period 1979 - 1982, providesone with the SpbBrtE o oake at
document COVETNE

leas tial judgement that these deliberate and mischievuus alllegatu‘ms had n fact been
w?b[ o '\:h' "‘t':c'a_"ltlal and significant developments m_s_ur'h important a.rea‘s._nf human
s o Ea ::'ﬂ:lhh .mployment and education. In addition, the newli_\' emerging oppor-
ng[:‘ﬁ Lfmvtvr?‘: 7:5 1119.1?1912)1:5;3_]\'&.»;‘ to act as guarantors of their human rights had beﬁ.n pro-
s lt; 1I}'-<':tu’|n:1 of the organs of the new democracy, namely, the various mass
-roug..{h: u'::T;kl=r1;' councils, the parish and zonal councils and .thi'l _L.r?d(- qu_ilon_s: [r{
i -i;éu;usr of these developments within Gre&na_da unde.r the PRGi \d.th;lg.h ]‘:‘]:‘5(3? h.\'mk’
and mony of all Caribbean People struggling for Freedom, tha the h\ Gmerr-l-
d its lackey Governments in the Caribbean were compelled to destabilise the Grenada

on and eventually destroy it.

A Revolurion which was geared for a bright future for the children. Young children
sharmg joyous moments with their beloved Prime Minister

NEW CONSTITUTION:

The former Government of Eric Matthew Gairy, at all material times acted or pumowf
ed to act, under the disguise of constitutionality, adhering to the letter, if not the spirit o
the Constitution which was in force prior, and up to March 13th, 1979. 3

The evidence shows that the old constitution enabled a dictatorial regime to ride over
and trample the rights and freedoms of the people with the consequent unredressed abuses
and violations of their human rights. e

To be satisfied with removing the Gairy regime from power without eradicating the
conditions which permitted the gross abuses and corruption for which Gairy had become
notarious, would be similar to frying to cure a disease by treating the symptoms rather than
its causes. o

It is in this context of eradicating these violations and abuses and any further possib-
ilities for their recurrence, that one of the first acts of the March 13th Revolution was the
suspension of the Grenada Constitution (Peoples’ Law No. 1 of 1979). It must be noted that
this act of suspension of the constitution was duly notified to the Inter-American Commiss-
jon on Human Rights, pursuant to paragraph 2 of Article 27 of the Convention under which
the Commission is constituted.

In the Declaration of the Grenadian Revolution, the PRG (established by Peoples’
Laws No. 2 and 12 of 1979, initially comprising of twenty-three (23) persons selected to re-
present a broad cross-section of the people of Grenada) as Trustees and Executors of the
sovereign powers of the people, pledged, inter alia, to return to constitutional rule at an
early opportunity. The Declaration also outlined the process which the Government intends
to employ in the pursuit of this objective. It was proposed “to appoint a consultative ass-
embly to consult with the people for the purpose of the establishment of a new constitution
which would have reflected the wishes and aspirations of all the people of Grenada. That
new constitution will be submitted for popular approval in a referendum in which all sect-
ions and strata of the population were to be involved™.

The need for a new constitution would have been reflective of the wishes and aspirat-
ions of the people and always remain an obvious precondition for the return to constitut-
ional rule. The timing of this return to constitutional rule, can only be determined after all
the necessary, preparatory work had been completed. This means after a clear assessment
had been made as to what are the real wishes and aspirations of all the people for which the
constitution was being framed. The organs of popular participatory democracy (eg. Parish
Councils, Zonal Councils, Workers Councils and mass organisations - as presented later) and
the mass literacy programme which had been instituted by the PRG were geared to ensure
not only that popular wishes and aspirations could be determined, but, indeed, that they
could, for the first time, be effectively expressed.

It is important to note that although the Grenada Constitution was suspended on March
13th, 1979, significant portions have been re-enacted. Only those sections in the Constitution

relating to parliament, the executive and fundamental rights and freedoms, remained suspend-
ed at the present time.

With respect to the civil and political rights of the people of Grenada, the PRG, in light
of the suspension of the constitution had pledged to observe the fundamental rights and
freedoms of the people, subject to certain measures, necessary to:

1: The maintenance of stability, peace, order and good government;
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\al eradication of Gairyism; and

. protection of the People’s Revolution
(See Declaration of the Grenada Revolution).

The Government of Grenada was committed to 1111[-]quF]g in the new constitution ol
eparatory work which had already began) provisions to guarantee to the e
rotections of their civil and political rights as well as their econgm;,

social and al rights,

LAW AND ORDER:
By People’s Law No. 5 of 1979, it was declared that all existing laws shall continue jp
force w amended or repealed, People’s Law No. 2 of 1979 vested all executive and Je.
islative powe the PRG, which, as already mentioned, consisted of people selecte
present a broad cross-section of the Grenadian Society
All people’s laws made by the PRG in the exercise of its legislative functions was
1and of the Prime Minister and published in the official gazette,
e exercise of the legislative powers, the PRG had repealed certain repressive
e enacted by the former Gairy regime. The following are a few of the enactm
which had been repealed :-

.

g
d to pe-

laws
ents

1: The Importation Publications (Prohibition) Qrder 1965:
which restricted freedom to receive ideas and information
without interference (was repealed by People’s Law
No. 47 of 1979).

The Public Order (Amendment) Act 1974:

which restricted the freedom to communicate ideas and
information without interference (was repealed by
People’s Law No. 46 of 1979).

The Essential Services Act 1978: and

The Essential Services (Amendment) Act 1978:

both of which restricted the right of Trade Unions to
function freely (was also repealed by People’s Law
No. 46 of 1979),

THE COURTS

r'ﬁ[ﬂ';ilf_fl(':l'[l prior to March 13th, 1979 continued to

> Court was established. consisting of a High

[ _ -tion which was formerly exercised by the West

Supreme Court was vested in the new Supreme Court of Grenada.

Iljllf‘-l'j;t", the High Court had been doubled sinee the Revolution,

o Leal with the tremendous backlog of cases which had been
ATy regime,

The High Court continued to hold regular assizes to adjudicate on :-nml{ml matters in
the same way as it did prior to the Revolution. The judges of the Supreme Court were In-
endently appointed and continued to enjoy the security of tenure. : -
i The (r”“Ff'-- of Appeal, in accordance ivi-t.h the Court of Appeal Law No. 83 of 1979,
consisted of the President and two Justices of Appeal selected from a panel of Justices,
appointed by the Governor-General on the advice of the Prime Minister, Iwh‘m, l:refor;* he
tendered his advice on the behalf, was required to consult with the Public Service Com-

mission. g

The Court of Appeal, from its inception in 1979, had been consistently staffed by dis-
tinguished jurists from neighbouring Caribbean Countries. This was perhaps the only known
case in which the Justices of the final Court of Appeal of an independent state were all non-
nationals and non-residents of that State. This unigque situation tended to reinforce the in-
dependence and impartiality of the Justices and of the Court of Appeal. _

No special courts had been established by the PRG. All persons who were charged with
breaches of the criminal law were tried on indictment or summarily before the ordinary
courts of Grenada,

PREVENTIVE 1')FJ'1'I*ZN'[‘I[).\_:

People’s Law No. 8 of 1979, provides for the establishment of a Preventive Detention
Tribunal charged with the function of conducting regular periodic reviews of the cases of
persons placed in preventive detention under the provisions of that law.

A person may be placed under preventive detention pursuant to an order made under
the said law if “‘he/she had taken, or had threatened to take; or was reasonably suspected of
intending to take action of such nature; or on such a scale, as was likely to endanger the
public safety or to deprive the community or any substantial portion thereof; of supplies or
services essential to life",

On the day the Revolution began: and immediately thereafter, a numbey of persons
were detained pursuant to orders duly made under the provisions of the Preventive Detent-
ion Law, All of these persons were members of the political directorate, their confedorates
and associates. Some of them, like the dreaded ‘Mongoose Gang' and the secret or open
police aides, whose noteriety was highlighted in the Report of the Duffs Commission, were
known to have committed criminal offences and to have been engaged in acts of gross vio-
lations of human rights. No attempt was made by the former Gairy regime to bring these
elements to justice. In fact, there was ample evidence which indicates that some of these
crimes were counselled by certain members of the Gairy regime.

By the end of 1982 the vast majority of persons who were detained, had either
been sentenced to terms of imprisonment ranging from one to sixteen years. There had been
acquittals in only two of the cases that had been tried,

In many cases, persons convicted for two or more offences, had received sentences
which had been ordered by the Court to run concurrently . In addition, four persons had
been convicted and sentenced to death, for offences arising out of the June 1980 bomb in-
cident which was intended to eliminate the Governor General and the entire political direct-
orate, but which resulted in the death of three persons and inflicted serious injury to ninety-
four others.

By the end of 1982 a relatively small number of

: _ O  persons were still de.
tained, some of whom were awaiting trial, while others were subje

cts of ongoing investigat-
7




jons with a view ! imi
Minister, Eric Matthew Gairy,

however oper

o criminal charges being preferred against them. The former py,

who had been charged with serious criminal offenceg wm-
rating freely in the United States of America. Extradiction had been rt-munststa“E
at 3 -Sled,

without success

ONOMIC

1ces arvising out of this June 1980 bombing
i and Laurice Humpbrey,

SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS:

ted and proven view that it is absolutely essential to provide and er-
womic, Social and Cultural rights are guaranteed and exercised 10 118
provides the necessary basis on which the full exercise of a people’s
s must be founded). The following were some of the many impo
instituted by the People’s Revolutionary Government and at-
wada during the first three years and nine months of their revolt
xistence of these fundamental human rights.

o]

OVERALL ECONOMY:

9, inherited 2 deteriorating
abilitation and of laying a
- (private sector, state

The Peoples Revolutionary Government (PRG) in 197
economy and had addressed itself to the formidable tasks of reh
solid foundation for growth in the context of a mixed economy
sector, co-operative sector).

The Government’s economic strategy centered on the following goals:

a: The rehabilitation of existing infrastructure and addition to
Grenada’s infrastructural investment;

. The stimulation of productive investment both on the part of
the private sector and through stepped-up public investments;

. The improvement of the efficiency of the public sector; and maintenance
of sound, public figures;

d: The emphasis on agriculture and tourism.

The Grenadian Economy ever since 1979 had grown consistently.

1999 - 2.1%
1980 - 3.0%
1981 - 3.0%
1982 - 5.5%

The growth rate of 5.5% in 1982 was indeed tremendous, given the fact that countries
like the United States whose economy, not only grew backwards by 1.7%, but also had 15
out of every 100 businesses closing down; and according to their own figures, over 12 mill-
ion people (110 times the whole population of Grenada; 10 times the whole population of
Trinidad and Tobago) are out of work.

Canada also had a negative growth rate of 5% while those countries where the economy
grew, the growth rates were not as high as that of Grenada.

Britain - 0.6%
Ttaly 0.8%
France 1.6%
Japan - 2.5%

It must indeed be noted that the growth rate of 5.5% for 1982 was almost double
that of 1981 (3%); almost treble that of 1979 (2.1%). The Grenadian economy was growing
faster as a result of the massive injections of funds into development projects every year,
since the revolution.

It is also important to note that this growth of 5.5% in 1982, took place at a time

when the prices received by the PRG from the industrialised capitalist countries for its ex-
9




very low, as well as the fact that the PRG was unapje
e S :::tig:su::git: ‘l!al;-ege s?rm:ks of nutmeg to make-up for the lower prices, A:':
s mtﬁcwntdq ollected one million dollars less from export duty in 1982 as compareq ¢,
ﬁiﬁt' [?: ?w 1?;;his bad situation, the economy Erew aqd memployment was reduced prij,.
dpal]:}‘ becpause of the massive sums of money invested in capital projects in 1982, a5 we) ag

i riod 1979 to 1982. _ -
over t%aheeoﬁralr:é’:mem of the economy had improved significantly over the 3% years unde,

review (March 1979 to December 1982), in sharp contrast to previous years. This has re.
sulted in a sustained, real economic growth which averaged 3.4%. ed tigh

Everv vear since the revolution, the Government had maintained tight budge!;ary con-
trols on current account expenditure. In 1982, the budget SLIIP%I:‘S Wa-? $6.5 m11]19n_ This
was made possible by the upgrading of staff in the Mmlstﬂes of inance and_ Planning: and
by the introduction of tight, fiscal management a_nd vigorous, economic planmng: ;

" Over 60% of arrears owing to regional and international organisations; and inherited in
1979 by the PRG had been paid, while current account expenditure of the central govern.
ment had been kept in check. All this, plus the w1dgspread institutional reforms introduced,
had increased public confidence in the economy. External grants ar}d loans to Grenada had
reached record heights in the economic history of Grenada (and in comparison to other
0.E.C.S. States).

The PRG inherited oppressive inflation because of the refusal of the Gairy Regime to
implement a policy of proper and effective price control - there existed widespread profit-
eering by a large section of the merchant community. Inflation rates eroded constantly
the real income and standard of living of the people. Inflation since the March 13th Revolut-
ion was kept in check and was actually reduced:

1979 = 19.5%
1981 - 10.3%

| ening of the Commumty

1982 5 7.0% | Contee im Pauls (March

IR 1 11T i 1983) one of the 12
The Central Government budget allowance moved from $57.6 million in 1978 to $168 EuLJL‘l‘TL}' ’ 2 : » ’ Centres constructed under the
million in 1982, with capital expenditure, used for expanding the productive capacity of the ; : tk ¥
country, moving from $8.2 million in 1978 to $16.0 million in 1979; to $34.9 million in JOIN THE <MILITIA . NOU AN
1980; to $79.2 million in 1981; to $101.5 million in 1982. eyt TERENRIGH

When all the Capital Expenditure is added for the period March 1979 - 1982, one gets a 1 FIGH PN
total figure of approximately two hundred and thirty-seven million dollars ; :
($237,000,000,00) which had been spent by the Peoples Revolutionary Government (PRG).
This massive amount of investment on its own stands as a remarkable achievement, and it
completely overshadows the tiny amounts of money spent on capital projects during all of
Gairy's 25-year dictatorship.

IE.)‘LQ':I'TK&] Grants increased from $2.2 million in 1978 to $37.3 million in 1982 with Ex- vchoolchildren march
ternal l_.(_‘)uns moving from $1.4 million in 1978 to $20.8 million in 1982, representing the ¢ ;:ﬁ;:::ug;::s: e:n.'.tam;zﬂig::s-
increased m_ﬁ,emat_mnm confidence and respect in the economy of Grenada. \ . b - sion and invasion in November

Grenada, prior to March 13th, 1979 had a shattered economy, high unemployment, = - . 1234,
widespread malnutrition, rampant corruption, high illiteracy and overall conditions 'Of . PR

oppression and exploitation. The aim of the Revolution w trans
res E as to all of these
and to make Grenada a free and just society, iy
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eople of Grenada through the PRG and participatory democracy, had benefittag.
(and Egi:l::;;dl o benefit) from well-planned and S e in_induted‘
agriculture, tourism, housing, health, equc_auon. rural development, opd processing, trang.
port, communication, fishing, road building, sport, culture, co-operatives and many other

as,ThP development programmes which the PRG had in;tltutec} since March 1979 haq
done much to eliminate the physical evidence of economic, ;oclal a.n;i cultural neglect,
which the people of Grenada had endured under the Gairy dictatorship. The appallingly
poor conditions of the roads, the health service, the water supply system, education, com-
munication, transportation and the national economy 1n general, had been improved con-
siderably under the Peoples Revolutionary Government.

Planned expansion of the capital investment programme _had_ been the basis of
Grenada’s economic growth since the revolution, Direct productive investments in areag
such as agro-industries, agriculture, fisheries, ete. had grpa_ted linkages among different sect-
ors of the productive spheres, thereby, multiplying the initial effects of the investment,

The laying down of the necessary infrastructure (eg. the International Airport under
Construction, 46 miles of feeder road, and 23 miles of main road, constructed (to date), in
the period under review, greatly increased electricity generation, 50% increase in water sup-
ply had given support to the creation and expansion of directly productive investment,

MIXED ECONOMY:

Grenada under the PRG had a mixed economy, which meant that production
was carried out by businesses which had different forms of ownership. In Grenada, the three
main sectors producing goods and services were:

The Private Sector;

1
2

The Co-operative Sector;

: The State Sector.

PRIVATE SECTOR:

consisted of all tk (i yda. The profits of their pro-
the private f the respective businesses. However, a part of these
the Nat | Treasury, as taxes to the Inland Revenue Department. The
.ctor assisted Grenada in two other important areas. Firstly, when

ble foreign exchange to the country; and secondly,

he productive sphere, they imported machinery

roduction by approximately 10%. It produc-
. i services than in 1981. The private sector
making more profits because the entire economy ©
s was 50 because the PRG and the people of Gre-
/, and working hard to build Grenada.
tevolution (1979 - 1982) massive sums O
apital projects, projects which had provided more em

s ol the

is meant that there were more people with mone to buy what the pusiness-people were
glim, The improvements which 1:TL')mrll been made inyt.he development of the mfl’:itru".mre
(roads, water, electricity, telephone, port and airport facilities,) had also helped private
business a great deal. :

A measure as to the extent that the private sector had grown can be realised when you
examine the loans given out by the Grenada Development Bank (GDB) which loaned money
to businesses., In 1981, the GDB granted loans for 191 projects valued at a total of
$740,000. In 1982, the GDB granted loans for 238 projects, 25% more than in 1981 and
amounting to $1.5 million. These loans went to private business all over Grenada - the
majority being in Industry - furniture-making, agro-processing and garment production.

[n 1982, the Government collected 10.4% more company tax than it had calculated.
The PRG has sought to encourage private sector confidence in a number of ways. There had
peen regular consultations between the Government and the private sector. There consultat-
ions had involved soliciting private sector responses to proposed Government Policies (eg.
Investment Code; National Budget Plan, 1982) clarifying doubts, (eg. import licencing
system; Marketing and National Importing Board) and working out co-operative solutions to
problems of mutual interest (eg. marketing of primary product exports; identifying cheaper
sources of agricultural imputs).

The Government continued to provide a wide range of incentives under the Fiscal In-
centive Act, geared primarily towards the encouragement of manufacturing activities by pro-
viding duty-free concessions and tax holidays. Additional incentives were made available
under the Qualified Enterprise Act and the Hotel Aid Ordinance. More recently, a draft in-
vestment code had been prepared. This code articulated economic support and other
available incentives. The Investment Code also listed areas of economic activity available for
Private Sector involvement and outlined the basic principles governing joint-venture operat-
ions between the Government and private enterprise.

THE CO-OPERATIVE SECTOR!:

The Co-operative Sector had expanded greatly since the Revolution. This is because the
Peoples Revolutionary Government (PRG) had encouraged and assisted the growth and
development of Co-operatives.

With the dawn of the Revolution on March 13th, 1979 and more particularly, with the
establishment of the National Co-operative Development Agency (NACDA) (through
Peoples Law No. 59 of 1980) there began a new thrust into this improved method of pro-
duction.

NACDA provided financial assistance and technical guidance to persons wishing to
establish co-operatives, especially in agriculture and rel_at«ed areas, NACDA had contributed
in a major way to the progress achieved in the solution of the unemployment problems.
NACDA had contributed directly in the establishment of twenty-three (23) Co-operatives
investing $972,986 up to the period under review,

In the Co-operative Sector, profits made pelonged to all the workers, profits were also
put back into developing the enterprise further. Some of the well-known co-operatives
functioning under NACDA's banner, had made tremendous successes within a very short
period of time. The following are five such examples:-

1: The Butler Agriculture Co-operative: located at Beause Jour - St. George's,
13




o 66 acres of land; Thirty acres of which were cultivated with spices,
occupi

ci her tree crops.
vegetables, citrus and ot :
£ -operative, involving 12 persons (2 women and 10 men) haq
B od and exported 25,000 pounds of that total. Twenty.
were collected from crops sold in 1981. The cq.

In sixteen months, this é:u

roduced some 80,000 pounds O

pseven thousand dollars ($27,000.00)
operative had total assets of $125,000.00.

. o ssides. being concerned with their gocial deve]opn?ent, for which

e aglepcsted bli%cirgétioen Fg‘l'cgfﬂmm@ and an Agricultural Instruction Programme

they had implemented an i scently completed a solar dryer f
5 ir skills in agricultural practices, had recently p  dryer for
cri?;iﬁgsjnauiﬁggf:’;:! the construction of a bio-gas system which would have provided light-

ing facilities and cooking gas, as well as a vital manure for vegetable production; and a green-
house for growing young plants.

The production of a newsletter on a regular basis was also a great accomplishment for
this co-operative.

9. The Awade Handicraft Co-operative: in the parish of St. Mark’s officially launch-
od on May 6th, 1982 consisted of five members, with an average age of 25 years and had the
capacity to produce sixty (60) pairs of some fifteen different types of sandals per month,
They exported regularly to the United Kingdom.

3: The St. Patrick's Fish Marketing Co-operative: officially launched on February
14th, 1982, with thirty-five (35) members, received a loan of $67,000.00 from NACDA. In
four months this co-operative had caught over 7,000 pounds of fish, lambie and lobsters;
and out of that total, sold some 2,300 pounds of fish to the National Fisheries Company.

4: The Grenada Publishers Co-operative: incorporated on October 22nd, 1981,
consisted of twelve (12) members. This co-operative was the first of its kind in Grenada; and
was involved in the printing of labels, medical certificates, posters, invitations and raffle
tickets, among other things. It was their intention in the future to print exercise books and a
newspaper. From October 1981 to January 1982 their assets totalled $44,700.00 and liabil-
ities $26,000.00.

5:  The Construction Co-operative: at River Sallee, St. Patrick’s was another co-
operative that was the first of its kind in Grenada. Launched on November 29th, 1981, with
fifteen members, it had already increased its membership to twenty-six (26), This Co-
operative had successfully completed contracts for the Ministry of Health and the Caribbean
Agricultural Research and Development Institute (CARDI) at Calivigny, St. George’s.

C'.u.'u.:]n-_rmn-r:s were evenly distributed throughout Grenada, and between January and
pril of 1982, the General Secretary of NACDA said he received 20 proposals which was an
tion of the growing interest in the co-operative movement among the population of

e f }fw'f',-it- of Grenada had been very responsive to the idea of the utilisation of co-
‘perative formations as a tool in the drive to eradicate unemployment among women

young people
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THE STATE SECTOR.
o i F i : . ich were owned by
The State Sector consisted of productive government enterprise ; t:ti:lelcSector il i

3 3 o f the

all the people of Grenada. In looking at the pe rfnrman_l,e o : ey in compar:
'11‘51382 I.‘IIEEE’ could see a 34% increase in the gross production of the S!-_at-l-_ﬁeﬁ:-s;‘two ng
ison to 1081, The total dollar value of what the State Sector produced in !
are as follows:

1981 - $54.3 million

1982 - $72.9 million
These were important figures because they showed that the State Sv'._ﬂ: o
created by the March 13th, 1979 Revolution, was leading the way in the economic G€

ment of the country. : . _
In 1982, the State Sector enterprises (32 No.) achieved 90% fulfilment of what it had

planned, This 90% fulfilment must be seen as a tremendous success because at the National

tor, which was actually
velop-

Conference of Delegates on the economy which dealt with the Budget f_or 1982; It .WM
agreed that an 80% fulfilment of the plan by the State Sector would be considered a success.

Sandino Plant Factory, which was set up to produce more bousing.
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CONSTRUCTION

In examining the performance of the different sections within the State Sector in

1982, we saw that Construction was way ahead, contributing _49-.; of li::- _tctal production of
the State. This represented a total production of $35.9 million - a 28% increased growth gg
compared to 1981 This high percentage was due to 1Ih_e fact, that mclpded in the many pro-
jects undertaken by the Ministry of Construction, which was created in 1982, were projects
like the International Airport, the Eastern Main Road Project, House Construction, The
Emulsion Plant, The Sandino Plant: the building of the new telephone exchange and dozens
of other projects all over the country.

Also mificant importance were the Ministry of Construction’s completed building
projects in Carriacou - In particular, the completion of the Harvey Vale Jetty, and the re-
pairs of the Hillshorough Jetty which meant that the once forgotten Sister Isle of Carriacou

had been rapidly getting urgently needed infrastructural improvement.

b o
f "
g &

New Jetty: Harvey Vale, Carrigcou

COMMERCE

LI-{m;:ﬁ.,r;-r!.l-]-.u{FH construction was Commerce, contributing 18% of the total

: :f;l i—:»;;}:;lu'[_aht_ona_l production of 12,7 million dollars; a 94% increased

e r'\1‘:.1i3,| .uL-T p%-rfurmanu.t.was due mainly to the Marketing and Nat-

nin 1982 ""JL\.'-'.h\-'v Is of L _rP\'n:‘[lu.“ jumped from $6.5 million in 1981 to et
tails of Foreign Trade MNIB) (Grencraft and Banking later).

proguct
n as ¢
importing B
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INDUSTRY:

Industry held third position contributing 14% of the total
represented an increased growth ‘in production from §7.4 million in 19
1982. The area of industry included for example, The Agro-Industries, The
Sugar Mill and Saw Mill Activities.

This development in Industry must be seen from the historical reality t
industrial development which took place in Grenada before the March 13th Re\.’U_ :
not conform to any development plan of the Government. Indeed under the Gairy regune,
whatever industrialisation policy that existed, was limited to inviting foreign firms to invest
in Grenada. In return, these firms were offered special concessions in order to encpurﬂgﬁ
them to remain. These concessions included non-payment of taxes; non-payment of import
duties ete. However, in return, bribes were demanded by Gairy personally. Gairy’s corrupt-
ion had become so well-known that even the foreign firms ceased to respond to his offers.

As a result of Gairy’s corrupt policies, Grenada’s Industrial Sector remained tiny and
undeveloped; and only comprised between four and five per cent of the Gross Domestic
Product (GDP). The fact that in 1982 only 5% of total recurrent revenue was collected from
domestic production, reflected the very small amount of industrial production which was
still taking place in the country. Industry employed approximately 10% of the work force
and included furniture-making, alcholic beverages (beer and rum), soft drinks, malt,
cigarettes, laundry soap, flour, poultry feed, coconut-oil, nectars, jams and jellies.

state production. This
81 to $10 million in
Coffee Plant, the

hat the little
lution, did

T

Workers at the Spice Grinding Mill in Tanteen.
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The policy of the PRG in terms of developing the Ind_mil.rlalt;n:witur w?js to place ap,.
phasis on utilising the natural and human resources of the fcrllun ry orpro gce Processeq
goods for local consumption as well as for exports. The pro ltfcmon of nectars, jamsg and
jellies, provided an industry which used ag;'lcultural raw m_au‘rlua s (mangoes, guava, soursop,
banana. tamarind and other fruits) and which also created jobs for agncu_ltura] workers, Thig
policy of creating linkages among various areas of the economy, stimulated economic
gmw;h more quickly; and was part of the PRG’s strategy for development.

AGRICULTURE

[n 1982, in most areas of the State Sector, there was growth. Only two areas

was there & drop in production, Agriculture fell below planned production representing 49,

of total State Sector production with a total production of $2.8 million, 17% or $0.3
million less than in 1981.

From March 13th, 1979, however, the PRG had moved on several fronts to correct the

malaise that afflicted the sector. Analyses of the current status and detailed inventories of

assets of twenty-six (26) state farms were made. All 26 farms were consolidated into the

on amoung banana trees at -‘iﬂ:,‘ug:' on Gremada's
Y WSt to farms

gtate Farms Co-operation in 1980. Analyses indicated that four (4) of the farms were in-
herently unviable and these were disbanded as separate units.

The PRG had also enhanced and upgraded extension services and
to individual farmers, and had been providing larger flows of financial
and cocoa rehabilitation. |

The PRG and the Government of Canada signed an agreement of economic \'“':‘er',‘“." -
for the development of Grenada’s Cocoa Rehabilitation Project on the 26th August, .L?m]
The aim of the project was to rehabilitate 10,000 acres of cocoa lands by T*‘Pla‘:”"‘" ot
yielding trees with new stock; and to establish a system to ensure continuing replacement on
a self-sustaining basis over a long-term period. :

The PRG By November 1982 had set up three Agricultural Training centres where
youths were trained in modern agricultural techniques, The Mirabeau Farm School was also
sstablished. In 1981, “Year of Agriculture and Agro-Industries’, the Sugar Cane Industry
was expanded by increasing acreage under cane cultivation; and replanting ratooned fields
Idle lands suitable for cane cultivation were rented to farmers at $25.00 per acre per annum.
Cane farmers were sent to Venezuela to learn improved methods of cane cultivation and
pest and disease control.

This course was sponsored by the Venezuelan Government as part of their Technical
Assistance Programme to Grenada. The USSR also in 1981, donated equipment (trucks,
, irrigation pumps, tractors and caterpillars) which were distributed among the various
jons of the Ministry of Agriculture. By the beginning of 1982, the PRG had spent 54

times more on Agriculture than what the Gairy regime had ever spent in its entire reign of
|\::\‘l'i'1'_

technical assistance
ssistance for banana

The establishment of private co-operatives of small farmers was also undertaken with
financial assistance and technical support from the PRG. In addition, fertiliser was made
available through the Marketing and National Importing Board, which also provided a
market for farm products. Furthermore, some 100 kilometres (or 62 miles) of feeder and
main roads were built or rehabilitated between 1979 and 1981. Plans were also being con-
sidered for the extension of electricity services to rural communities. Also the PRG had
identified idle land and was embarking upon an evaluation of both land use and its potent-
ial. A Land Reform Commission had been set up for this purpose.

Agriculture was the main pillar of the Grenadian economy. It supplied a substantial
amount of food to the people. It supplied raw materials for the Agro-Industries. It provided
employment with 8,202 people being full or part-time farmers; and about 2,000 being
agricultural workers. It also brought to Grenada, very important foreign exchange.

It must be noted that before the Revolution, agriculture had been totally neglected for
many years; and food imports accounted for over 40% of total imports. Agro-Industry
which was almost non-existent, was restricted to cotiage-ty pe activity.

Agriculture had been identified by the PRG as the “motor” of the Grenadian econ-
omy, In 1979, the PRG spent §1.6 million on capital projects in agriculture (10 times more
than was spent in 1978) and in 1982, the PRG had injected $28 million in Agriculture. In
1981 the PRG spent 54 times more on agriculture than the Gairy Government in recurrent
and capital projects. 5

Unemployed youths were being placed, after 12 weeks of intensive training, in pro-
ductive jobs to increase agriculture output under the Youth Employment Programme
(YEP). Idle lands were being brought into productive use under the Land Reform Pro-
gramme, (Land Development and Utilisation Law 1980). The development of feeder roads
and farm roads had been given prority in the road construction programme which was
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cultural pmgrammes, the pro'vision of 10(:3]

; : e agri : L
underway in Grenada. As a result of these agn bant reduction in the national food jny.

foodstuff was increasing and there had been a signi
port bill.

Farmer Primie Mmister Mauric

op and farm workers

share .'.'All‘illdﬂ.’ moments in

AGRO INDUSTRIES:

Agro-industrial production had been stimula : ;
108 . 2 ; 1 ted since the revolution.
In 1981, over 200,000 pounds of fruit and other products were ;Jurchasedzy Grenada Agro
Ind J_sm.o—t_. from local farmers, These fruits were processed locally at a small food processing
Pl?gtr“;hm :EE established since the revolution. In 1981, the products of the plant were
sold both locally and ow g iaTha !

procq:ed_ v and overseas. Nectars, jams and jellies to the value of $0.25 million were

he first stz "
The first state-owned Agro-Industry Plant at a cost of $1.0 million “The True Blue
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n in January 1981
al products (man-
label for both ex-
Jgaria in 1981,

processing Plant” which was officially opened on 13/9/81 began "".*’rﬂtim,
canned juices, jams, nectars, jellies, pepper-sauce - all using loc

nutmegs, plums, tamarind, etc.) all with the “Spice Island™
i ood Fair held in Bu

prod ucing

goes, pawpaw, ; ;
sort and internal consumption. At an International F

Nutmeg Jelly won a gold medal.

- '_,‘_...gtl':'
e
A l] i &

\gro-Industrial Production bad been stimulated since the Revolution
in 1981, over 200,00lbs of fruit and other products were purchased
from local farmers, Here a worRer is seen pouring out Dot sauce ar
the Agro-Industral Plant

A quantity of equipment and materials was imported for use at the Produce Labora-
tory in Tanteen. Among these, was a spice-grinding mill, the aim of which, was to utilise
local spices and reduce the volume of ground spices imported into the country, as well as to
distill oils from various spices and flowers for the newly established perfume factory.

The Coffee Processing Plant was the first AgroJ.ndusltria.l factory of the revolution; and
| by June 1981 began exporting some of its products to regional markets. This plant served:-

| 1: To utilise local coffee for processing ground coffee;
2. To reduce imports of ground coffee;

3: To create employment.
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FISHERIES:

penses in 1
plan was
made $175

This Com

of its planned production target, (repre
production of $175,000 whichso‘:,:;

Fisheries in 1982, fell short 1

ing less than 1% of total state production) with a total

¢ than in 1981

1 ries Company did not to
be subsidised by over £200,000.00 from the National budget. Th,

make enough revenue to meet its own ey

ries Company to make an output of $947,000.00 in 1982 1

National Fis

1 two areas, fi s and fish processing. In fishing, it com.

fish being prepared for the

i Matic 1
pleted 16% of its target and in fish processing, it completed 25% of its tar&f:'t- E’fp}fgf;:-'
Fisheries Company was closed down by the PRG in 1982 to be r_EOFJ‘—’m‘d L, Pn_ h 4 Soen =
able to find better management to run it and when more efficient structures ha R 1B
ituted. Vi TR

po Because of the importance of fish as a cheap source of protein, the P[.{f_.: f‘f‘w,it_“'“’
essential to develop the Fishing Industry, including fishermen’s co-operatives, tO catch more
fish. as well as an efficient fish processing and marketing capability. e

A National Fisheries School had been set up for the training of fishermen anc women
in modern and more efficient methods of fishing. Fishermen/women were \_‘_:em%,’ guided «
move away from the traditional, inefficient and dangerous methods of fishing. 1"}1{»:—E15 =
ies Training School at Victoria, trained personnel on a three-month basis with 25 to
persons each session. g

New jetties had been opened so as to reduce the problems that fishermen face in dock-
ing boats, Fishermen were now able to dock their hoats alongside the jetty.

" Locally processed filleted, smoked and dried fish were available on the local market.
Exports of tinned tuna and flying fish in tomato sauce had also been successful. Grenada
Fish Processing Plant, within the period April 1980 to September 1981 had increased iis
srocessing from 400 pounds per day to 3,500 pounds per day.

There existed a $7.1 million Artisanal Fisheries Project which ensured that fishermen
were no longer considered as a group from the lowest income bracket.

FOREIGN TRADE:

3ofore the March 13th, 1979 Revolution, most of what Grenada sold abroad, went to
the advanced italist countries like West Germany, France, Holland, Belgium and
the United States. At the same time, of what was imported came from these same
coul , and these capitalist countries ded the prices paid to them for the radios, cars,
clothing, machines, food, ete. which Grenada buys from them. They also decided the prices
that they would | for the commodities Grenada sold to them eg. bananas, eocoa and nut-
meg. (Before the revolution, virtually no foreign trad was handled by the State).

In trading with these countries, Grenada was always getting low prices for its exports
and paying very high prices for its imports. This made Grenada very dependent on these
capita countries. This also meant that some of the basic needs of the working people. like
food, clothing and medicines could only be obtained at very high prices, especially when
some of the local private importers put large mark-ups on the prices of these items which
were already imported at very high prices. (N.B. This situation is still true for all countries
in the region, including Trinidad and Tobago.)

On the triumph of the Revolution, the PRG had taken a number of steps aimed at im-
proving Grenada's foreign trade situation.

The following are some of the measures taken by the PRG.
a: It had to take over the importation of certain basic items such as milk, s

and rice, This now meant that they were buying in bulk at lower prices and selling to the
working people at prices lower than what they were paying.

b: It became actively 'mmlj.red in f'mdi_ng new ml_a.rket.s for its local products so -
to increase exports and find better prices, and increase eamning of foreign exchange,
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TRADE UNIONISM IN FREE GRENADA

It was primarily for the above-two reasons that the Marketing and National Impnrt.ing
P ialkl)

Board (MNIB) was set up by the PRG.

PRG had to change the composition of its impurts_hy cutting back on the
and other products which could be |.1r_nduvud Iolrall_\ u.nld increased the i,
ry, equipment and other materials which “'E'rf‘ vl(.a] for increased local pro-
.’ could not be manufactured locally, Eversince the Rewvolution e
to import food has fallen:

port of mach

duction but which

example, the percentage of money spent

Food 1979 1980 1981 1982
30.6% 28.9% 28.2% 27.5%

d: The PRG had to begin importing from other countries apart from the advanc.
countries. This was done in order to lessen Grenada’s dependence on these cap-
es. and at the same time, take advantage of credifs and other benefits which
n from the other countries

The PRG had to increase the variety of its exports. This was done by produc-
1ge of export goods, and by so doing was able to reduce its dependence on
nutmegs.

rar
1d ar

PRG had succeeded in many important ways in improving the country’s foreign
tion. This was reflected in the following:- g

ct that the import bill had been kept down, particularly on those food items
Id be produced locally,

that they had tied up long-term contracts with the Socialist countries for the

and nutmeg,

n P o s Rave ot had ) R b
Th. -&L‘l that .‘th Lm\rrnn;r;-l.t had been able to purchase trucks, tractors, telephone
pment and other equipment from the socialist countries on credit, and at very low and

nable prices, the fact that they had t 3
ITICES, L Lhey nad tremendon 2X] p 1 -
ional Importing Board, vlously expended the Marbuting S5t I8+

les from the G. D, R which we
b were obtained at very reasonable prices.

THE MARKETING AND NATIONAL IMPORTING BOARD (MNIB):

IMPORTS:

The MNIB, prior to the Revolution was small, dealing mainly with export trade on
a limited basis; exporting only eggplants and lime juice. Two years after the Revolution, the
MNIB, which was established in 1973, had expanded tremendously. The MNIB Establish-
ment Act was amended by the PRG, giving the Board, the right to be the sole importer of
basic items such as sugar, rice and cement. This meant that:

a: Sugar was no longer a scarce commodity as it was before the Revolution.
Grenadians were now paying less for sugar as it was now subsidised by the PRG. Grenadians
then paid less than half of what other non-sugar producing Caribbean countries pay.

b: The price of cement also dropped, and in 1981 Grenadian consumers were
paying $12.00 per bag as compared to $17.00 per bag which consumers in other Caribbean
states (eg. Dominica) were paying.

The MNIB, after the Revolution, was no longer an Office and Depot in one. The office
was moved from the Depot on the pier to another building in Tanteen. By mid-1980, a
warehouse and office were established on the Carenage to store dry goods, (sugar, cement,
rice and wheat, donated by the Government of Argentina). By September 2980, the MNIB
established another Depot and Office in St. Georges, and yet another in Carriacou and Petit-
Martnique where rice, cement, sugar and vegetables were sold at very low prices.

The MNIB began importing eggs and by mid-1981 had imported its first shipment of
26,000 pounds of meat and poultry.

EXPORTS:

By July 1981, the MNIB exported 992 pounds of mangoes to the U.K. and
in October began shipping lime juice to the U.K., Barbados and Dominica. It also shipped
279 cartoons of bananas during this period to St. Lucia. In 1981, pumpkins, lettuce and
sweet-peppers were exported to Trinidad,

The MNIB increased its sales revenue from $6.56 million in 1981 to $12.2 million in
1982, representing an 88% increase over 1981. Commodities which the MNIB exported,
were bought locally from state farms, private producers and small farmers. The MNIB also
sold goods locally at a reduced cost. To the consumers, this meant more money in their
pockets and a longer stretch of the dollar.

In response to recommendations from many working people, the PRG requested the
MNIB to start importing whole milk powder. In 1982, 500 metric tonnes (more than one
million pounds) of powdered milk was imported and sold at $2.95 per pound, much cheaper
that the same milk in tins, which sells at $4.50 per pound. This is critically important, be-
cause here we saw a concrete response by the Peoples Revolutionary Government to the
proposals which came out of mass discussion. Here was another example of mass involve-
ment in the developmental process that was taking place in Grenada.

The MNIB was established to assist the farmers of Grenada in providi
markets for their products. In 1981, the masses of Grenada urged the m"dmsh h;wmmﬁ
the farmers’ output, again, we see another positive response to the wishes of the ordin ary
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TRADE UNIONISM IN FREE GRENADA

rking i i t one million

le when we examine the fact that in 1982. MNIB bough
::ndted mpﬁﬂ:en thousand, six hundred and one pounds (1,815,601 pounds) of hin .':
cultural produce from farmers, which was 75% more than what was purchased in 1981
ers in the country sold to MNIB and

The figures indicate that one out of every eight farm

they earned together, $671,043,00 from these sales.
In 1981, at the National Conference on the economy, (where 1000 delegates from

organisations and an important proposal was that MNIB
seek cheaper sources of im mbu]ksaﬂtomdﬂﬁethﬂilﬂpoﬂbﬂl_.lnmm
to this proposal, the MNIB fertiliser imports for 1982 amounted to 2270 metric tonnes or
five million pounds, and prices per 110 pound bag of fertiliser fell by about $6.00, The
MNIB was sble to import this fertiliser and sell it for $6.00 a bag less than it previously
cost.

The MNIB sales of Agro-industrial products and fish, both locally and overseas were
$554,000.00 for 1982; with $200,000.00 being sold locally and the remainder to foreign
markets, It is also instructive to note that the MNIB depots in Carriacou and Petit-Martin-
ique sold over one million dollars, indicating the support of the people of the Grenadian
iglands, for cheaper products through the MNIB.

& ‘The MNIB had made significant strides in shipping with the establishment of a shipping
division and with the establishment of links with Cuban, Soviet and German (GDR) shipping
lines. To compliment the work of the MNIB in this area, that is, Shippi the PRG
bought boat, ¢ , it .

Thl cargo boat, ‘ALBATROS’ to transport goods to other Caribbean territories.
Wby hl\gltl?eelrdsahq s::u e Exptgn‘: Marketing and Fishing Division. The Marketing
s bt SMﬁPICE IS{E PR'SDDU Ci{t:‘isenufy markets for non-traditional agricultural

GRENCRAFT:

Grencraft was the marketing arm of the Grenada Nati
: ' ational Insti Handicraft
:jo{}nl:]};lgs E.J:n aziahlut;ed in September 1981, During the first four ﬁ:tbgsc:f its operat-
o, e seios bmnu;a " tom $98,000.00. During 1982, sales amounted to $326,400.00.
& oo abl market the work of over 200 local craft producers. Prior to ﬂﬂlv
e e o oy el e
ey bt b st arket for their products.
TS g ea emendously, thus reflecting growing reciatio
e s g:g &éems and ;léowﬂmg as & result, increased income fcﬁ-rghe 1 ¢.-,:.lp l::nttm 5 tgi
» the range and quality of handicraft items had improved ;i;g:mcmﬂy =

BANKING:

The total amount of money in all
uedwgmwandmeaﬁmated{om < This
) : t be over th illi i
ﬁﬂﬁgbﬁﬁmgm level of econnnﬁceagt?fimd;g; t;;r]k_glan e xk:
o amounts towards Grenada's development, thn:'mgh lnai;aemm-

In 1979, the PRG set up the National Comm

Bank. NCB had enjoyed
_ ved the
end in 1982, became the mgggﬁli::e(:: (I:;f g

f Grenada’s banks (private and state banks) contin-

ercial Bank (NCB), the very first State
- Grenadian people fror beginning
ank in the eounl:ry.pN'CB :m?hm increased

26

" anas : bank continu-
m just over $120,000.00 in 1980 to over one million dollars i1 1982. The ban

gio t.clj place priority on lending for productive purposes like Industry and Agriculture and
had been active in these virtually important sectors.

The PRG had also bought the former Royal Bank of C
Grenada Bank of Commerce (GBC). This bank had beenget upasa:
NCB, in order to encourage maximum efficiency through competi
banks. 1 234
In 1982 the Grenada Development Bank (GDB) made a record number of loans (
loans) with a total value of $1.5 million. This was 43 more loans than in 1981 and more
than double the total value of loans ($740,000.00) granted in 1981. The B_ank had reported
that the tremendous growth in loans was due to increasing interest by private local invest-
ors in developing different types of businesses, especially manufacturing. -

Industrial activity (furniture-making, agro-processing) received nearly 60% of GDB’s
loans, that is $6.00 out of every $10.00 of loans went to assist local businesses involved in
industrial production. Agricultural loans to farmers engaged in domestic food production
accounted for quarter of total loans in 1982; while funds loaned to fishermen for purchasing
boats and boat repairs amounted to 12%%; so that industry, agriculture and fisheries,
between them, got over 90% of all GDB's loans. In short, out of every $10.00 lent by the
GDB, those three areas (industry, agriculture and fisheries) got $9.00.

anada, and renamed it the
separate pank from the
tion between the two

TOURISM:

The major project of the March 13th Revolution was the construction of an internat-
iopal airport, which was to provide the essential basis for the development of the Tourist
Industry in Grenada. In 1982, the PRG began to seek funds to put up one or two state-
owned hotels as well as hotels owned jointly Government and Private Enterprise. The PRG
also held discussions with several private companies and businessmen regarding the building
of hotels.

In 1982, a special department of physical planning was set up within the Ministry of
Planning. This Department was responsible for preparing a physical plan for Grenada, so
that development, including tourism development would not spoil the beauty of the
country. This plan would deal with the use of space of different areas for different purposes
such as farms, hotels, factories, playgrounds and sports fields, historical monuments, rest-
aurants and entertainment spots, etc.

In late 1982, the Ministry of Tourism was separated from the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, and a Minister of Tourism was appointed. The separation of these two vital areas
underlined the PRG’ realisation of the necessity to take full advantage of the tourism
potential which the international airport will offer Grenada.

Grenada’ state-owned hotels - Hibiscus Inn, Apple Inn, Horse Shoe Bay,

Carifta Cottages and Camp Carriacou are grouped together as one company. Cam

cou, a new hotel was opened on July 26th, 1981 in Carriacou. This hotel was built by the
PRG as part of its drive to improve the quality of life for the people of Carriacou, by laying
the basis for tourism and thus creating more jobs for the people there remembering that
before the Revolution, the people of Carriacou and Petit Martinique were seriously

The Grenada Resorts Co-operation (GRC) achieved 69% of its 1982 plan, producing
total value of $1.4 million which represented an increase of 7% over the 1941?31'“1“ of §1 ;

27




TIVALSL ARSI NIEYL IO I \UiNCINALA

million dollars, It must be noted that the PRG purchased a $4.1 million airplane to ly the
Caribbean route. In 1980, there was a 2.4% increase in the amount of tourists visiting ¢},
island as compared to 1979, There was also an increase in the number of cruise ships on
Grenadian shores.

vde the essemtial

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

1 A new international Airport had
Iravel to Grenada was quite difficult
or Trinidad & Tobago. )
The present Pearls Airport with
iies, also the airport cannot be exte

been a long

time dream of the i le.
since persons el .

going by air must go through Barbados

its 5,000 fest runway is
nded or expan

: without nightlanding facil
ded because of the mountainous terrain

R

: i ial, as we
in which it is located. This meant that air-access both for tourism and agro-industrial, as well

as fresh agricultural commodity export through air-cargo was stif_'IFd and ?tagl?mé' adidug

In fact, the Civil Aeronautical Authorities had debarred night landing In ._r(-.'r:” ,'_]_ L'{i
to the mountainous terrain of the landing approach at Pearls. As a resul_t. all _Pﬂbfe’;jeﬁ l;“ e
tourists are forced to make connections before sunset or spend the night 1n Barbados or

sidad and Tobago. Normal commercial and wide-bodied jets which contribute tremen-

v to increased tourist trade through lower fare package tours cannot now land in
Grenada. . g / ;

In 1979, the new Government of Grenada (PRG) immediately prU(’|&lI_llEd its intention
io consiruct an international airport; a project never undertaken and fulfilled by previous
governments over the past 80 years. None of the Revolution’s accomplishment was greater
than the US $70.0 million International Airport on schedule for completion in Ma.rui_: 195-1.
A most important fact in regard to the importance of this new airport was the l'L’-aJIL)f'_'-ﬂﬂ‘-
Grenada was & major source of migrant workers in the Caribbean, with three or four times
its present population outside the country. A migrant population which today still comes
and goes to and from their homeland, regularly each time, having to spend a day in Trinidad
or Barbados waiting for an air shuttle.

It is important to note that the Government of the United States was the first to be
approached by the PRG in its efforts to secure assistance for the construction of the inter-
national airport. An approach which was met with the response that *‘this is not the type of
project the US could pay for”.

The PRG had diversified its diplomatic and economic relations with other govern-
ments, which had resulted in a flow of aid to assist the country’s development.

The airport construction began with Cuba’s technical and material assistance in late
1979, It was being aided both financially, materially and through soft credits by over 20
different countries and international institutions, including OPEC as a group, Algeria, Syria,
Irag, Libya, EEC countries, Finland, the United Kingdom (Export Credit Bank), Mexico,
Venezuela, Trinidad and Tobago with Canada assisting with tourism promotion.

Several private firms had also been involved in the airport construction including:

1: Layne Dredging Co. Ltd. of Miami, Florida which received a contract for dredging
and land-filling operations.

2: Metex Company of Finland, which had provided $2.0 million in credit for the light-
Ing 5}'3!.9]"!]_\‘.,

3: Plessy Ltd. of the United Kingdom, which was installing the navigation and com-
munication systems with $12 million of credit arranged through the consent of the British
Government,

The Venezuelan Government had been assisting with the oil supply needed for paving
the runway and also with the fuel for the construction vehicles, The fuel storage tanks, with
a total capacity of 1.5 million gallons had been designed by a US firm and was being con-
structed by Cuban technicans.

The building of the International Airport meant great benefits for the Grenadian
people for example:

1: More employment (both in the construction and after, gift shops, taxi services,
ete.);
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. More visitors and greater benefits for the Tourist Industry;
3: More investment in hotels, guest houses, restaurants, etc. (more employment);

4: More benefits to the Taxi Industry and the Handicraft Industry
is very clear that the New Airport was vital for the development of Grenada ang Wwas
in no way a military base or a threat to the security of the United States. Therefore a))

X = s justify aggressior
allegations to this effect were obvigusly baseless and were only made to justily agg lon

against Grenada under the PRG.

- #* 1 anie
The New Jewel International Airport of Grenada was scheduled to be opened in

March 1984 on the 5th Anniversary of the Revolution.
" . . v e T8 ] afte
* This was the PPM’s name for the Airport. The actual name was to be d'-ﬂfi‘ d JU-E
all suggestions for the name of the new airport had been submitted by the People of
Grenada

PUBLIC UTILITIES:

THE GRENADA ELECTRICITY SERVICE (GRENLEC): performed well in 1982
5 able to complete 98% of its plans. It planned to collect $4,915,000.00 from the sale
electricity, it was able to sell $4,807,000,00, The sale of electricity in 1982, represented
merease of 11.8% over the sales of 1981 (which was $4,238,000.00. As a result
ke a net profit of $283,250.00.

I 15t be seen in light of the fact that when the PRG took full control
of the enterprise in the latter part of 1981, they found 7 engines in the plant. Of these, 3
were not working. The 4 which were working were all in very poor condition and had not

received any general overhaul for a long time.

Normally only five of the seven were in use at any one time. Of the other two engines,
one was usually kept as a reserve in case of emergency, while the other one was uél:a_l!_\-'
being cleaned and maintained after a long period of work. If all of the five engines were
working at any one time, they could produce 4.6 mega watts of electricity, There was how-
ever, hardly a time when all of them were working. At peak periods, Grenada needed 4.55

Waork being done at the Grenada Electricity Service, The PRG bad inberited a
badly managed and an almost obsolete Electricity Service.

=3




It of this situation, GRENLEC was hardly ever ahle s
esult o 5 ¢

; one time. g ;

vernment had been able to obtain a very sop
':-mn Bank (EIB) to buy two new generators
This agreement with the EIB provided fop
's rivers to generate electricity - a hydrg

mega watts of electricity. Asar

Provide all Gr tricity needs at ar

In order
loan of $6.2 mil
that would hav
the study i
power fe

The

JRENLEC a total capacity
e the additional electricjty
rt when it came on stream . aq
rises being established. Thes
d its services to supply

was able to exceed
its collections to
1981’s collection of

000.00 by

yublic (GDR), the
ne service. As a result
I venty per cent (70%)

onstructed on the Carenage

and True Blue

f Grenada'’s Telepbone Service.
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Under the PRG, two new Water Treatment Plants were opened. .*lrlrbe time of the
f{ff_!r)!k!l“l’)" 62‘.*% of the population had no pipe borne water to their bomes.

3
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TRADE UNIONISM IN FREE GRENADA

THE CENTRAL WATER COMMISSION (CWC): had two basic activities:

1: The eonstruction of dams and laying of pipes;
9: The community service of supplying water to
rded gross pro

people.

In both these areas the CWC reco Guiotion foctense. il IREEL RS R, G
e o géancgy 1';"q{mi;he area of water supply
e et n 2 WS 288 e oy sout o ot il
S5 s million gallons per day in k. Georges. In the area of co ction, there was a 12.59
icrease in gross production in 1982, over 1981, despie the fck Wk B 18O, 308 £30
constructed a dam in Penny River, providing seven eniilion galians 0 WeEEFEE MO, a
well as the restoration of a storage tank at Vendromme and the laying of 15,200 feet of
distribution lines. i

e T roduction in 1982 of the construction, ws.s‘],argely due to the

This increase in gross p ect, This project started a very important develop-

construction of the Mamma Cannes Proj y . ‘ X
ment in the water supply of Grenada. On the completion of this project in early 1984, the

CWC would have been able to provide an additional two million gallons of water to several
families in the DAVI/PROSPECT areas and other parts of Upper St. Andrews and St.
Davids.
Two new Water Treatment Flants were opened, one each in St. Georges and St.
Patricks, which had considerably improved the water supply in these areas.

At the time of the Revolution 62% of the population had no pipe-borne water in their
homes, Of the 38% with pipes in their homes, many could not obtain water.

rose from $1.8 million in 1981 o

THE NATIONAL TRANSPORT SERVICE (NTS): began its operations in March
1982, It was launched at the third festival of the revolution.
The NTS has 26 buses bought with $1.0 million obtained from the OPEC fund, of

;‘Jj;s l?r'r_-.{r;r' j‘;.ma;df them through their organ of popular democracy-the
arish Council and the Revolution delivered them
& e 00 m delivered them — buses, a
}L;.mpmm; e ﬂki'."fld.:' of Grenada s first national rr.-nr:po;‘r sf:\';;:fzﬁ‘
715 provided an invaluable service to the people of Grenada by keépl'ng

{oem by 7 " -1}
down bus fares through competition with private buses
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buses went on the
midnight. The

2 are usually on the road and the other 4 are kept in reserve. The
bus fares

ran up to 10.30 p.m. The Grande-Anse run went to

which 2
¢ Grenada. It held down

road at 6.30 a.m. and 3
NTS had provided an invaluable service to the people o
generally through competition with private buses.

The NTS had as its target to bring in $720,000.00. It went past its target by bringing in

5973_0(]0.00 in 9% months of 1982, that it was in operation.

: . . 3 tion for 24
RADIO AND TELEVISION: The National Radio Station had been in opera :
ears with transmitting power of IKW. Since the revolution, a 50,000 transmitter for Radio

Free Grenada (FRG) was erected.
In 1981, $1.0 million was allocated for the gransmitter and equipment for Television
Free Grenada (TFG).

CARRIACOU AND PETIT MARTINIQUE:

Before the March 13th, 1979 Revolution, Grenada's Sister Isles of Carriacou apd Petit
Martinique were suffering from serious neglect from the Gairy Regime. However, since the
revolution these islands had benefitted equally from the collective efforts of the people and

government of Grenada.

The people of Carriacou and Petit Martinique for example, then for the first time, had
a slice of the National Budget allocated to them for their own capital development pro-
gramme, These monies had been spent on many such projects such as:

a: the building of two jetties, (Hillsborough and Harvey Vale);

b: reconstruction of public roads;

¢: refurbishing of primary schools;

d: building of recreational facilities (eg. community centres and sporting complexes);

e: improvements in transportation - public transportation service was launched in
Carriacou in 1981, making it less expensive and easier for the people to move around;

f: improvements in electrification - electricity services had been extended to reach all
houses in the island;

g: restoration of supply (cut-off by Gairy in 1978) and reduction of cost of kerosine.
A reduction in the cost of kerosene meant that valuable fruit trees (a cheaper source of fuel)
would no longer have to be felled for fuel.

NOTE: These are but a few examples of the tremendous achievements of the revolution
which had served to raise the all round living standard of the people of Carriacou and
Petit Martinique. No further mention is made of the establishment of the MNIB depots
and the “Camp Carriacou™ hotel ete, all of which, had been mentioned earlier.
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LABOUR, EMPLOYMENT AND THE TRADE UNION MOVEMENT:

The promotion of the fundamental right to work was neglected in Grenada before

i March 13th, 1979. Consistent with the development policies pursued by the Gairy Regime,

employment creation was not given priority status. Consequently, the _?RG mhe_nted a sit-

l uation where 49% of the labour force was unemployed with the majority of these being
f women (70%). .

Employment creation was a priority of the PRG. In the earliest weeks of the revo-

I lution, an employment survey was conducted by regional experts. More recently, in Apnl

1982, the PRG conducted an unemployment census which listed all persons unemployed

and their skills. These studies had provided the necessary information to facilitate planning

for employment creation.

In 1982, 14.7% of the Grenadian workforce was unemployed. The PRG had consistent-
ly stated that a principal objective of its economic planning was to wipe out unemployment
in the shortest possible time. In three years the unemployment figure had been reduced by
some 35%.

It was projected that by 1985 given the development programmes Grenada would have
had a shortage of labour,

Since the revolution the majority of new jobs had been created in construction, hous-
ing and infrastructural development, in agriculture, agro-industry and fishing. NACDA had

_ . ueNERAE
PO v NN
saLuTes AAY DAY

Since 1979, individual trade unions bad become vibrant organisations with a growing record of active
participation in international and otber labour conferences.
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contributed in & major way to the progress achieved in the solution of the unemploymeny
pmb];ré ight to fair wages and equal 1'9!"L"‘“'-r‘“‘i'.'"—L for work of squal velug wi_thm{t an

distinctionmand in particular, guaranteeing conditions af Wtk Lok ;cl:m?hm}"t inferior to
those of men, with equal pay for equal work, was fo;mal]ylestabhsh y the PRG through
executive action shortly after the March 13th Revolution. Since then women were been pajg

the same wages for similar work as men, and were not discriminated against the type ang

3 TOTK. * -
mnd?;c:,ng\;;:;n;?}- Leave Law, 1980, (No, 83) which was enact,ed_ to give legislative recog.
nition, promotion and enforcement of the right to special protection of mothers during o
reasonable period before and after child-birth, confered specific benefits upon pregnant
mothers and provided a procedure and penalties for the enforcement of this nght,

In circumstances prescribed by the law, an expectant mother was entitled under itg
provisions to three months maternity leave, from her employment. A monthly paid em-
ployee who qualified for the of maternity leave was entitled to receive her months’
pay from he_.'-p_-m_['-loypy during the period of her leave. Corresponding provisions had been
made for employees who were paid fortnightly, weekly and daily. In addition, an employee
who was granted maternity leave under the law was entitled to return to her employment on

her leave. All of which was unheard of under the Gairy Regime,
2, a separate Mi r of Women'’s 4

was established in Grenada. The pr ent of the right to matemity bene-
fits, among other issues that affected w nd ly, would have engaged the attention of
this Ministry,

_ Safe and healthy working conditions were guaranteed by appropriate provisions of in-
dustrial agreements. These agreements provided for the establishment of necessary safe-
Eda.rd;._um!_:dm-._; safety cl 1g and equipment, proper and hygenic facilities and ad-equnte
first aid and medical arrangements

The right to equ promotion in his employment,

) 1 been greatly enhanced normally

o @--_.En..l “"-;L § Industri; ee s .;:.“. _-1;5-;- by .l]u.'- in_rr:)duction of the then

I : nulati 3y this process, workers were promoted to

T}..r ot x S SR ter j-uI meritocracy, X

-W:IL':-”thr'- '::11' experien i _,_‘“"I E‘-'__“l_—'—f]_\'er} since the revolution contrasted

1p Pnlﬂrl 'lt‘l \hla.rrlw 1"’[:‘: n][(-;_‘l-l-:q-.-. r:ql‘\ ].!‘I]':ll'l ‘Tl J Mp\.—'ﬁmenl Ul"der thlﬂ Gau'_\'

ons of their i‘l‘.u.:f.w-..u ;‘x;wh ‘\Ls ultJr.- tlr"_\.‘f._l',ﬂ?.'l]_m .Lh.-m“u?d to form and to join

Gairy Government. Workers we:r-::- -.i';\]r ssed r:?r-::u?dr'lululrr\Jlo“ULj ﬁ"-‘ll‘-’ﬂrl}' fl"-lsmmt‘?d byd -

‘rr_-_L.nf:'s of union affiliation. Peoples I,av:' No ’H‘ uf IQ'%I:JH;:; i L"‘-EET&H!' th 'I‘ra?ig
~nion Hecognition Act 1979 had dramatically changed the i.L rreiataslic

In any work place where fifty gz J ; t_‘l_ .» L,J‘. sltuation.

articular union, this became ni Eul_w ::rl.il_[rll-:llill;h; ‘n.F Lh'e :jo;kurslel_ec.ted i = baﬂl?liti’:
no refusal to negotiate under the Act. T TReommied Darpmineng aecut. Ahem &

he Act h 1z he foundat:

ks e s o e, e e mor raductive

. construction through a \-jhram Earr: EE;LT o LT gmetgnnclt
anced industrial relations émd guaranntzoe\crieggent o

e fundamental rights

Since 1979, individual trade

unions had become vibrant organisations with a growing
38

SR TR ¢ held abroad.
ord of active participation in international and other labour conferences

E,E:E,y Trade Union functioning in Grenada was a member of the Trade Union 'M';‘;";“mt
and was itself affiliated to a number of regional and international labour organisations in-
cluding the Intemational Labour Organization (ILO). o off ¢

Additionally trade unions in Grenada had begun to play a greater role in 1 areas o
national life. They were represented on several important statutory boards, they integraily
related to many of the priority programmes of the revolution. |

The recognition of the right to function freely had since 1979, a positive effect on the
evolution of the Trade Union Movement in Grenada. The Trade Union and Trade Dispute
{Amendment) Law (No. 62) of 1979 allowed a Trade Union to purchase, sell, lease, ex-
change or mortgage land or other property. g

This law had greatly assisted the unions in their qualitative development of their mem-
bership. Unions had initiated a whole range of programmes covering the industrial, educat-
ional, cultural, and recreational fields. These had a very positive impact on increased mem-
bership of unions. This was another illustration of the PRG's total support for and recog-
nition of the vital role the Trade Union movement has to play, through its own develop-
ments, in the process of national construction.

Workers' right to strike was protected and recognised by law (Peoples Law No. 46 of
1979). This law was in direct contrast to the Essential Services Act of 1976 and other anti-
workers laws passed by the Gairy regime.

I -

Trade Unions in Grenads had begun to play & greater role in all aveas of mational life.
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HEALTH:

The Peoples Revolution Government (PRG) of Grenada had made Very serious efforts
to guamml-l-. [r ] he Grenadian People to the highest attainable standard of physica]
and 'mcnrai. ~to provide and improve health care for all through a Primary Health care

ng‘"_"i‘_ﬁlt:m nhasis in this primary health care programme was ]'u]aw_wi on preventative med.
icine, focu on Zity rather than the hospitals. A vigorous public
educatior mdertaken which stressed the importance of persapga)
hygieneand env 1inst the spread of disease,

had been made. Health care it

Ew
cluding ing the cost of drugs). The aim of

the PRG

The
1979:-

1 n its efforts ree and high quality health services, the PRG
s of 12 Cuban Doctors, inclusive ,,;‘-I.;
ee Specialists in the diseases of small
1ood diseases, eg. Gastroenteritis was

four months after the revolutic
Bone Specialist, an Eye Su
children (pediatricians), one
given special attention;

nds a Grenadian patient

9: The doctor/patient ratio had been reduced from one doctor to EVETY 4,000
ple hefore 1979 to one doctor for every 2,767 persons;

|_'|t"|."
The dentist/patient ratio had been reduced from one dentist to every 30,000

3
before 1979 to one dentist to every 18,450 persons;

persons

4 All hospitals had been provided with more and better equipment and supplies;

en the fact that before 1979, hospitals and clinics were badly neglected and lacked basic
dicines, beds and bandages.

5: Prior to the revolution, there was one dental clinic. By 1981, dental clinics were

<t up in all seven parishes doing dental extractions as well as fillings, etc.;

§: The establishment of a fully equipped Opthalmic clinic to serve the people of
Grenada, Petit Martinique and Carriacou for all kinds of eye services. There was an average
\f forty persons treated daily. In 1981, there was a successful repair of a retinal detachment

six corneal eye transplants, being the first such transplants in the Eastern Caribbean, all

of cost;

7. Before the revolution, health care was extremely costly and available only to
those who could afford it. Health care facilities were now free in all Government hospitals
and Health Centres;

8: The operating theatres in the General Hospital had been trebled from one to
three. A new, fully equipped Maternity Unit had been established ;

9: A modemn X-Ray Department with new machines had been established. In 1981, a
24-hour Casualty Service at the General Hospital was introduced with two doctors living on

the premises and always on call;

10: By September 1981, a project financed by (USAID and the CDB) refurbished
seven health centres and medical visiting stations at an estimated cost of $324,000.00.

11: The General Hospital now had on staff, an additional physiotherapist and the
only neurologist in the seven OECS states;

12: Two fully trained family nurse practitioners were now sgpplementing the district
medical officers as they were trained to diagnose disease and prescribe medication.

They also did basic laboratory tests;

13: Public health nurses had immunized agricultural farm workers against tetanus and
other disease (ensured by Peoples Law No. 41 of 1980);

14: The commencement of work to establish an intensive care unit at the General

Hospital;




Emergency and Outpatient Clinjcg

ceident, : : ]
vels of medical care in the implementatioy,

15: Rebuilding and extension of the A
L & i r »
areas in keeping with improved first and second le
of the Public Health Care System;

3 Provision f new acilities Ior i]]}1'tt1|-[]'~- on ’I”h'ilrﬂ] - ward and for me{h("i] nd
16: rovision oI NE | aliEs
SU!‘}.{'iL"‘ﬂl proc

facilities at the General Hospital with,

17: Refurbishing and upgrading of maintenance
direct worker participation;

18: Refurbishing and upgrading kitchen facilities at the Princess Alice Hospital in St
Andrew’s

19: Refurbishing and upgrading of facilities at the Richmond Hill Institutions (these

are prison and mental rehabilitation institutions. );
90- Construction of a new health complex at Sauteurs, including a Maternity Unit;
21: Passing of the peoples Law No. 32 of 1980, which brought into being, the estab-

lishment of the Grenada Food and Nutrition Council. This Council had a qualified Nutrit-

ionist attached to it with a permanent staff. This Council was the only one of its type in the

| comprised of representatives from all sectors of the economy with (non-
and trade unions making up the policy making body). The
5 le for making decisions on matters relating to health,

ity development
ions of this Council included

developing of food and nutritional
ymmes; making recommendations for a
to improve food availability and fulfil

an people.

ment regarded the establishment of the Council as
ction of the Grenadian people’s right to knowledge of
p of this council was part of the PRG's trust towards
hrough community participation;

eding Programme while before the

I schools benefitted from this programme,

#=2 THE SO0 I\'-l-l' Nutrition Council (FNC) in furtherance of developing its pro-
couraged communilies to get involved in repairing school kitchens. The FNC
on a programme of educating consumers on nutrition and nutrition costs, and
rices In order th; he pe . : Faiias . ¥ e
. srder thal the people themselves can get involved in health care

YW CC ies
24: The Milk Feeding Programme had han -
: g frogramme had become widespread. This had been a great step
s oo e o ciidhood under-nutrition and malnutrition.
thren the e o BT Lhis programme free of charge to sections of the populat-

Isand pounds (7

500 Ibs.) reached 50,000 people every month.

73,0001bs of milk was distributed free of charge to 50,000 poeple every month.

EDUCATION:

The PRG had based its educational strategy on the principle that education is a right of
all citizens, that additionally, training is a necessity of all workers; and that education and
professionalisation are thrusts of the same process.

This was clearly expressed in the words of the Prime Minister, Maurice Bishop,

“Without education no genuine peoples democracy can be built,

since democracy assumed the informed conscious and educated

participation of the people. Without education, there can be no

real participation and productivity, no individual and collective

growth, no true dignity, no genuine independence.
. The PRG had therefore, embarked on a number of projects to ensure that all Grenad-
ians are afforded the opportunity to attain the highest possible standard of educational
achievement.

The following are some of the accomplishments of the Grenadian Revoluti i

1979, These, however must be seen from the fact that up to 1979, all school bmm
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s were overcrowded, furniture and teaching aids virt.

in a dilapidated condition. Classroom :
teaching staff, un trained.

ually non-existent with two thirds of the

1: School fees were reduced from $50.00 per term 10 $12.50 in the first two years
after the revolution. By September 1981, all Secondary education was free of charge, in.
cluding university education.

1978 there were only three Grenadian students abroad on scholarships, This
increased to 250 by 1981 and was over 300 in 1982.
; 1 t rst six months after the revolution, 38 students were sent to Cuba to pursy
University studies in Civil Engineering, Mechanical Engineering; Agriculture, Medici .
Dentistry and Veterinary Science, %
. Be ips to the USSR, to study co-operative Education Practices to deal with the
development of co-operatives, as it relates to the Grenadian situation had also been pursuﬂ]"]?

of a primary schoal
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1eir education

q. The Bernadette Bailey Secondary School in Happy Hill, St Georges, Was the first

.(.;—-_::[115"111 gecondary School opened in Grenada in 100 years:

schools were established by 1981.

4 Ninety-one pre-primary
th the best possible atmosphere for the

+ablished tO provide children wi
By January 1982, free milk and cots were distributed to all the pre-primary §C
sing that children were the nation’s most important human
the Early Childhood Division had a major responsibility to g1ve children the highest
ty care and attention;
The first Day Nursery was opened on the 17th of April, 1981 in La
30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. with a fee of £6.00 per month.

resource, the PRC

were from 7.

Adult education tn action in Grenada.
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PE) was established and was the nucleyg for

“or Popular Education (C :
e Gt had three major aspects:

8 The Centre ! it :
;i Education in Grenada. It

the promaotion of Adult
literacy .

ii Basic education;

iii Technical and Vocational education;

Lary 1981, at the end of the first phase of the CPE, some 881 people wers
was done through the help of volunteer teachers. Of the 881 peop|e

made 1 P
the age group 14-25 years;

made

(26 - 30 yrs.);  26.6% - over 50 yTs. old;

(31-40 yrs.); 11.4% - (41 - b0 yrs.)

15 lire racy rate

CPE Certificates were recognised certificates in the society and those who got them

were able to use them to qualify for certain jobs and promotions;

In 1982, under 10% of all adults were illiterate, compared with 15% in 1979. The PRG'.
through the Adult Education Programme was aiming to completely eradicate illiteracy by
1980; - For the PRG was fully aware that high illiteracy and Educatlgna.l backwardness
pcrpctuated by the Gairy Regime only served to justify, confuse and dominate the people of

Grenada;

6: In the promotion of the right of the Grenadian people to technical and vocational
jdance and training programmes, the PRG had instituted several projects since March 13,
1979, for example:

NATIONAL FISHERIES SCHOOL:

At this school, emphasis was placed on the training of fishermen and women in modern
and more efficient methods of fishing. The objective of this programme was to get those
who depend on this sector of the economy for their livelihood, to move away from the
traditional, inefficient and dangerous methods of fishing. In addition, instructions were also
given in the proper use and servicing of fishing craft and the storing of equipment.

AGRIC ULTURAL TRAINING CENTRES:

Three of these centres had been established, at which youths were trained in modern
farming techniques. As an adjunct to the training programme conducted at these Agri-
cultural Training Centres, the recently introduced Youth Employment Programme aimed to
train an additional two thousand youths over a two-year period. Each course period was of
twelve weeks duration.

A billboard boldly proclaims that education is “a right not a privilege. "
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from the programme, these youths were encouraged to form co.
tance and guidance by the National Co-operntive Development
o of $4 0 million had already been spent on various aspects of the

agetahle production. Specialist
{ classes at the school
Bl

) co-0Operat-

AL INSTITUTE:

and upgrading of skills of
I and mechar

res of Public Sector
ninistration skills.

ach to training was imple-

e was designed to make the

er : s fellow citizens, rather than an instrument
police officers were trained in police-citizen relations, in addit-

arch 13th, 1979, inherited a situation marked by a severe

1ong teachers. The Grenada Teachers College graduat-
, many of whom soon migrated.

ratic involvement of all the nation's teachers at the National

1980, there was a vocal demand for a new teacher education
un all teachers

l'eacher Education Programme (NISTEP) was introduced in
1# process of training 400 untrained Primary and Junior Second-
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v School teachers throughout Grenada. Training courses extended over a period of thre

a,e'g_ra and included instruction in Language Arts, Education Practice and Theory, Mathe.
i‘-nat.it‘.s, Social Studies, Science, Health Education and Agricultural Science. One hundred
and twenty teachers were given an Intensive course in physical eduecation.

The fact that the PRG had in 1982 spent 23% of the National Budget ($17.0 million)
on education, underlined the very important role that Education played in the development
of the new society in Grenada,

Two People’s Laws, The Open Bible Standard Churches of Grenada Incorporation Law
(No. 75) of 1979 and the General Assembly Of The Church Of God In Grenada Incorporat-
ion Law 1980 (No. 50) illustrated the absence of any restriction on the liberty of individ-
uals and bodies to establish and direct educational institutions which conformed to State
approved minimum educational standards. The aims and objectives of both bodies incor-
porated by these laws, included providing for the educational needs of the people of
Grenada,

Schools established and directed by the Roman Catholic Church, the Seventh Day
Adventist Church and the Borean Church are a few examples of Educational Institutions
directed by individuals and bodies. In addition, there were a number of private institutions
offering both primary and secondary education in Grenada.
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Pre-Primary schoals were established to provide
children with the best passible atmospbere for
the advancement of thefr education.

The poorest 25% of all primary school children

bad benifitted from free books, uniforms and
a free bot meal daily in schools.




TRADE UNIONISM IN FREE GRENADA

nty-five per cent of all primary school children

.d that the poorest twe sch
18 poc iforms and a free, hot meal daily in school, HOUSING:

free school books, free un
PRG had named 1983 as the *““Year of Political and [n this area of housing, be
following tasks: The house repair programme, which commenced in 1980, had made a gignificant contribut
laces, state and private; jon to the poorer sections of the Grenadian society. Under this programme, Money was
- oa . loaned to persons, who qualified for assistance to enable them to buy materials to repair
the CPE and worker education; , their houses. This loan was available interest free and was repayable over ten years. Some
CPE for all workers and in all villages; 17,244 families (3 out of every 4 farnilies) had received benefits under this. pmmiwnTﬂ. ]
. ; The National Housing Authority constructed 31 low cost housing units in 981 and 50
iv: Morew [study as for students; : i ; 3 : e 5 pe s
2 ore work/study programmes for & ) ; in 1982. The cost of constructing each unit ranged from $31,575.00 to $36,617 .00. These
yrogrammes by the mass organisation; units had been allocated to persons who qualified under the terms of this programme and
vi: More technical seminars for different categories of workers in order to im- the cost of the unit was repayable in 20 years at a rate of interest of 7%
prove their skills. The Ministry of Housing was in the process of constructing a plant to produce pre-
The emphasis on education in 1083 was for the people to become more educated .f"’t_'_m_‘;it;'fi_h';uff"“ .fSan_(im;: Housing Flar;lj :at gr_wiﬂ?'l ln"dur"c?i IOELU T“ﬂf%{:"‘ f1‘r:ar:_r1.:|tr.g_:
academically, more skilled in the area of science and technology; and more aware of the A ““'r e l,mwn s T: m;surﬂ l;i” kS ’!{ E‘édi'}h nbiak House OwHES: 220
f capitalism and how it affected their lives and the struggle of other people h.' U ," B e completed would have profuged. > IOURES per YBdr 10 Iie
Grenada’s housing needs.
In addition to these developments, a rent control law, to protect tenants from unscrup-
] landlords was drafted. This law stated that it was compulsory for rented premises,

wlous

except those excluded by the Government to be assessed and the rental fixed by a Rent

It must be noE
had benefitted from
It must be further noted that the
Academic Education”. and set itsell the

i
levels

nefits were delivered to the Grenadian people on two

Worker education in all work p

Total Trade Union involvement in

v: More seminars and training |

deeper 8 ca
through

Assessment Board,
Landlords were to be responsible for all repairs at no cost to middle and low income
tenants: and if the landlord changed the rent as set by the board, the tenant could have

taken him /her to Court, where he/she would have had to pay back the money overcharged.

r T

expressing one of the PRG's aim 5 = ; .
Low cost bousing unirs and the bouse repair programme made significant

v i the Island
contributions to the poorer sections of the Grenadian Sociery.
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STANDARD OF LIVING:
the revolution, the PRG had provided numerous material benefits in addit.
ion to the guantitative and qualitative improvements in education, health and housing, This
had resulted higher standard of living for Grenadian working people and an increase in
the social wage of th Grenadian population
had the number of unemployed declined from 49% of the workforce in 1978
) 14 in 1982, but the general standard of living of the population ag 5
T'he various social programmes, the fiscal policy of the Government
ure policy) the successes scored in the fight against inflation which de-
clined st« . from 19.5% in 1979 to 7% in 1982 and increases in the money wages of
1 combined, had raised the real wages of Grenadian workers, particularly
poarest workers. y
1. average wages and salaries increased by 17%% and in 1982, by 10%4%. At the
same time, prices went up by 10%% in 1981 and 7% in 1982. Therefore for two successive
years real wages of Grenadian working people had increased.
N.B: 0ld Age Pensions increased by 10 n 1982 and a further 12%% in 1983.
The establishment of the Marketing and * ational Importing Board and its importation
items, together with more effective monitoring and application of price controls,
mber of price control inspectors had doubled within two years of the revolution),
meant & greater degree of specialisation and quicker and better service to the public, all of
which contributed significantly in the fight against inflation.

Ever s

workers,

nented by the PRG, eg., r i
j : - i, e.g., recomstruction of public
toe umemployment level in Grenada g ction of p

(4]

Investment in health centres, hospitals, schools, community centres, sporting and ¢

.ational facilities, had improved the general material well-being of the j'!"”:"’“'.
programmes directed at particular groups (women, vouth, the eld
} had tended to concentrate funds antl efforts on those previously ne

reCrE
gpecial economic
-i1'.-1n|'1u_'rl|\|'.--‘ld_ ete
od sections of the population. |
Finally, it must be nots hat as a result of the Income Tax Law, 1980 (no. 20) 30%
the lowest paid workers of € enada had been exen { from the payment of income tax
All of this indicated that the overall living standard of the Grenadian people rose con-

tinuously under the Peaples Revolutionary Government.

DEMOCRACY AND PARTICIPAT ION:

t permitted to participate directly in the

Under the Gairy Regime, Grenadians were no
conduct of public affairs at a national level. The syste
1st, 1933 had entitled Crenadians to participate in the Local Government of the
parishes, into which Grenada was divided, was nullified on the 13th September, 1969, by
the Local Government Boards (Dissolution and Interim Commissioner) Act, 1969.
\rough its control of the electoral machinery and its manipulation of Parliament, the
ne ensured that Grenadians did not participate in public affairs even through
chosen representatives, rigged elections; pr ation of incomplete electoral lists;
ommission of supporters of opposition parties from electoral lists; dual and in some cases,
ltiple registrations of supporters of Gairy's party, some of whom had died long before
3 st was prepared; appointment of Gairy's party sympathisers or supporters to
be ‘impartial’ supervisors of election; these are but a few examples of the means which Gairy
used to prevent the free and genuine election of representatives by the Grenadian people
nder the Gairy regime, elections were neither free nor fair; they were o periodie,

From its inception as a political party, the New Jewel Movement (NJM) proclaimed its
intention to construct a new political culture with the main emphasis on participatory as
distinct from representative mechanism. The PRG and the NJM's actions have been totally
nt with the fundamental principles of (a) accountability and (b) involvement of the
t sections of the population, particularly the youth, women and workers in decision-

making.

m of district boards, which from J

In the period 1979 to 1982, Grenadian political culture had been characterised by:-

the phenominal growth and development of organisations embracing collectively
the vast adult population;

the expansion and strengthening of existing mass organisations, particularly the
Trade Unions;

the application of the principle of electivity in all the mass organisations within

the framework of written, independent constitutions and accountability of their

leadership to the membership;

e elections to the Executive of all of these mass organisations on the basis of secret
lot;
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. ence of any restrictions whatsoever membershlp in the }\I'atlonal WQmEn.S
Ol‘gﬂ.rff;;tfnb:-l_\'p,-()_l and the National Youth Organisation (NYO). With regan%ﬂ to the
Productive Farmers Union (PFU) membership was open to on]_y farmers OWning lang
of under 1000 acres. (There were 40 farmers who owned land in excess of 100 acres,
There were eight separate Trade Unions in Grenada each with their own independen¢

constitutions. All workers throughout the country were free to join the Trade Uniong
of their ¢, exercised by secret ballot of 50% plus one of the workers in each work
place. A this had been made possible by Peoples Law No. 29 of 1979, Between 70
and BO% of all workers in Grenada were now unionised as a consequence,

rganisations (NWO, NYO, MILITIA, PFU, Trade Unions, Nationa]
s, Pioneers, Secondary Schools Students Councils) formed g foundat.
democracy, because they organised the people in a manner which
romotion of the vital interests of the various representative strata. A])
ves of each of the many mass Organisations were subject to re-election OF re-
t I or bi-annual elections, conducted by secret ballot and pro-
ded ir - IVe constitutions. These mass organisations wielded Increasing
Infiuence 1n the state apparatus

All the mass organisations were Tepresented on statutorv or state bodies approp-
¢ promotion of their specific interest. This guaranteed that statutory bodies

and served nterest of the people for which they were ofganised.
ieaders of the mass organisations were represented on the PRG as full

458 organisations and their role in directing public life, there were
I democratic participation. A system of monthly, zonal and parish
I | residents of villages within a Zone (transportation was pro-
* Whowished to attend ) provided the opportunity for discussion of prob-
10 1ssues of coneemn to the people,

n to al

ues and prop)

ems whick largely affect women
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The people of the various zones possessed the right to summons by which they couig
demand the presence of any minister of cabinet or public official or head of state corpor.
ion or public utilities to discuss, account for or answer questions which they may have n
these Councils, accountability to the people was practiced in a direct manner. The fact thy
these meetings followed a regular four-week cycle, there was reporting back to the peopi
on issues raised at previous meetings.

Eighty per cent (80%) of the adult population attended zonal and parish council mee,
ings. It was important to note that the entire country was divided into 36 zones of roughly
equal population size (equal to 3 to 4 geographic villages per zone). This ensured that virt.
ually every adult in a particular zone could fit into the nearby primary or secondary school
assembly hall or community centre as the case may be.

The Zonal angd Parish Councils had become popular means for effecting real changes in
the social and economic conditions of life for the Grenadian people. From these councils,
had come valuable suggestions and calls for the establishment of several programmes of the
revolution. All major pieces of legislation passed since March 13th, 1979 had only been
effected after the most elaborate process of consultation and discussion with the mass

(made law in early 1983) was under discussion for 18 months, involving the Chamber of In-
dustry and Commerce, the Grenada Hotel Association and other private sector organisat-
ions, as well as the trade unions and mass organisations and during this time the draft code
underwent several revisions as a result of feedback from these bodies,

Other mechanisms which provided for the participation of the people in Government
include:- Workers Parish Councils, Youth General Meetings; Women’s Parish Councils, Farm-
ers Zonal Councils and specific national consultations.

Pioneers: Young children demonstrating grassroot democracy
and support for their Revolution,
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WORKERS PARISH COUNCIL:
. 1 SO

These were general meetings of cle n;.e:ll_a.ud manual wor

s e T the purpose of discussion of isgy

soular parish held on a monthly basis for : : il

?Eepi;m'( u-ldr~ : --r“ which specifically affected workers. They also_ discussed Pt

n tc'))“u]%- hal issues. All workers within _tht‘ parish were entitled to atteng 6
Sticipute se meetings with transportation provided free of charge.

participate

kers iy,

YOUTH GENERAL MEETINGS:
e

These were similar to Workers Parish Councils, except that

the faeus was s which related specifically to youth. All youths in the

particular paris

WOMEN'S PARISH COUNCIL

These were similar to Workers Parish Councils except that
and problems largely affecting women. All women in that part-
icular | h were e i to attend and participate with transportation provided free of

charge

FARMERS ZONAL COUNCILS:
_______.—————___—-

These were regular meetings of Farmers in a particular zone
attended also by technicians from the Ministry of Agriculture, with emphasis on problems
faced by farmers but involving discussion of broader national and intematlon_al issues. All
farmers in the Zone were entitled to attend and participate with transportation provided

free of charge.
NATIONAL CONSULTATIONS:

These were called as the need arose, particularly before im-
plementation of far-reaching changes in a sector, and involved all of those immediately
attached or affected in this sector. The most far-reaching of these national consultations had
been the 1981 budget plan process in which for the first time in the history of the Common-
wealth, the people were directly involved in the preparation of the budget plan of their
country. (1982/1983 Budget plans were also formulated in like manner).

The process also marked a historic move to link the National Budget to a national
plan in a manner which was legally binding and in which the government expenditure was
consistent with established goals, objectives and schedules. Over 80% of the adult populat-
ion actively participated in the formulation of the national budget through the national con-
ference on the economy, zonal and parish councils and general meetings and branch meet-
ings of the trade union movement. The views of all the people in all these sessions, including
all those criticisms of the functioning of the Government were fully aired and widely pub-
licised in the local media (radio, television, ete.).

Working people directly involved in the preparation of the budget plan of their country,
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¥ OF NATIONAL MOBILISATION:

cision-making, and U

Grenada
colonial-typ:
reputati
piles of re
;)]'l;‘sflil"

ed to brdge

was |

% and it was indeed a uni

down all work until it

This Ministry, formed in August 1981, was cq))q
que example of democracy in the Caribheay

use of the need to ensure that the masses had an input in d|.:
jons made, actually henefitted the people of Grenada.
inheritted a colomal bureaucracy,
really designed to help the people and havin .
h with the very people they claimed to be serving ang
has become outdated by growing needs,

former British Colonies,

g, N

‘ational Mobilisation was an “Action” Ministry, designed to py;

y to make sure it worked and really got things done. It was gear.
, and their paid public servants. Its main task

| pushing them, unravelling bottlenecks

nmes. One of the Ministry’s task as wel]

teveiopment of the Revolutionary process.
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The Ministry of National Mobilisation also played an Ombudsman role, hearing the
ple’s complaints about delays or inefficiency in implementing programmes OF Of ned;
being ignored. On the other hand, its role was to encourage citizens into recognising that
they were not spectators in the ongoing social process and that their civic responsibility did
not end with paying taxes. To involve the people more, and solicit their ideas and co-operat.
jon, the Ministry kept close contact with the Trade Unions, community and mass organ-
igations, etec.

The Ministry spareheaded the work of mass mobilisation around national issues for ex-
ample, adult literacy campaign, land reform, primary health care, milk-feeding in schools,
building and repairing community centres, school and homes, cleaning and beautifying
towns and villages, etc. It also mobilised civilians to join the Peoples Revolutionary Militia,
to take part in military manoeuvres, to practice defending themselves and their homeland
against external agression and invasion.

MEASURES CONTRIBUTING TO THE DEMOCRATISATION OF NATIONAL LIFE:

The following are some measures (some of which have already been mentioned) which
had been implemented since March 13th, 1979 and which had significantly contributed to
the democratisation of national life, and geared to satisfy the fundamental human rights of
the people of Grenada.

IN EDUCATION, CULTURE AND SPORTS:

. Literacy Campaign CPE Phase 1 - carried out by volunteer teachers on an *“each
one teach one” basis. Approximately 6000 persons participated.

- Adult Education Programme CPE Phase 11 - geared to reach 12,000 sub-educated
adults a year or 20% of the adult population.

- %Free Secondary education - had benefitted total secondary school population
(5,962).

- Free school books and uniforms - had benefitted the poorest 25% of all primary
school children.

= mf‘we university education - over 350 students in universities throughout the
world.

o School of Art - training classes at various levels for 150 artists a year;

- Compulsory monthly staff meetings in all educational institutions - 80 education-
al institutions incorporating 1076 teachers in decision-making.

- Formation of student councils in all secondary schools - 19 secondary and high
level institutions with student population of 5962.

- National in-service teacher education programme (NISTEP) - in-service training
for all pre-primary and primary teachers (500).

- Two national consultations on education, 1979, 1980 - involving all primary level
teachers (1,000) and church management,
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k

tus for all secondary school teachers - benefitting 227 i
y different churches.
¢ 1979 Importation of Publications (Prohibition) Revoly.
d magazines, including news m .
i _unprecedented sale of newspapers an .
;?11:! é:;hheag newspapers which frequently attacked the PRG. agazin,
Formation of the Grenada Union of Writers and Artists - Incorporating 50 writers
and artists representing their interests.
Media Workers Association of Free Grenada - professional association of j ourngl
ists. media workers and communication personnel.
Fedon Publishers - publication of local writing, 8 titles with total print ryy of
75,000 in two years.
. Development of “Sports for All"” policy h}' the EEFabHsbment of Parish Sport,
Councils - involving sports clubs, mass organisations, national sports council. As a re.
sult, over 100 sports clubs were then in operation.
Training of physical education tutors in primary schools - 120 teachers given in.
tensive course,

- Organisation of festival of the revolution sports in every village with selective
process for national championships - 110 villages involved, 100 sports clubs.

Support for Union Sports Activity, Inter-Ministry Sporting Competitions - in-
volving all trade unions and all ministries,

Outsy .
AND nd,

Pensionable sta
school teachers employed b

Peoples Law No. 47 o

“

ding Grenadian educagors o

¢ Education Emulation pose with Frime Mimister Maurice Bishop at

ceremony
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H AND SOCIAL SERVICES:

N HEALTH AR
e —

Caricom health training programme - involving 197 health supervisors.

By Formation of National Primary Health Care Committee - involving Ministry of
Health, other ministries, NWO, NYO, Trade Union, Council, NISTEP, Central Water

Commission.

’ Expansion of operating theatres from 1 t6 3 - from serving 2963 patients in 1978
to 3,600 in 1979 to 3,439 in 1980.

Construction of new maternity unit - between 1981 and 1982 3,031 patients
admitted.

Refurbishing of X-Ray and Laboratory facilities at General Hospital - new lab
tests was possible e.g. Histopathology tests was done.

= Refurbishing and upgrading of 4 medical stations and 2 health centres - serving an
estimated 40,000 persons.

Construction of new health complex at Sauteurs (including maternity unit) -
serving a population of 11,491.

School Flouride Mouthrinse Programme - reaching 56 out of 66 primary schools.

Provision of specialist services at district health clinics - 7,431 persons attended
per month on average.

National Anti-Dengue Clean-up in 1981 - every village cleaned up by voluntary
labour, spareheaded by Ministry of Health with support teams from NWO, NYO.

- Peoples Law No, 41 of 1980 Public Health (School Children Immunisation) Law -
12,600 children immunised from 5 infectious diseases.

3 Reduction of doctor-population from 1:4864 (1977) to 1:2816 (1982).
Reduction of dentist-population ratio from 1:53706 (1977) to 1:21,400 (1982).

. Establishment of housing repair programme - 17,244 families benefitted in the
period under review,

- Construction of community centres - 12 centres throughout the country.

= National Anti-gastro clean-up campaign (1982) - every village cleaned up by
voluntary labour of villages spearheaded by Ministry of Health and Mass Organisations.
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- Training of all public service
nd farm managers

Involving all ministries

Training Unit (ITU)
-ialised courses for women a
| Ministries -

and State Enterprises )
Cabinet Directive (April 28, 1982) on the management of Public Enterprises with

lowing main featur nd -

] with copies being sent to the

Preparation of quarterly financial statements
relevant trade unions.

s to be kept informed of financial statements snd were to be involved in the
[ tion and evaluation of work pls
Profit sharing to be implemented.
At least one workers’ representative to be on the Board of Management (elected
by secret ballot).
asses conducted by the Ministry of National Mobil-

Weekly Workers Education Cl
1 Economy - Involving all Ministries and State

isation including the study of History anc
Enterprises

IN THE ECONOMY:

Budget Plan Formulation Process - Involving all Ministries, Parish and Zonal

Councils.
Profit Sharing in all State Enterprises - Involving all State Enterprises and State
Farms.

- Establishment of Marketing and National Importing Board (MNIB) - Had several
branches throughout the country and had benefitted farmers by purchasing produce;
had found export markets for cash crops and retailed cheaply to consumers.

- Strict price control policy - mass organisations acted as consumer protection
agencies. Private sector was also guaranteed a reasonable profit.

. Construction of 47 miles of farm and feeder roads - areas for roads to be con-
structed selected by the farmers themselves, through the Productive Farmers Union,

- Job creation in all sectors of the economy - in the Ministry of Construction alone,
some 3,000 jobs were created between mid 1981 to end 1982 in various projects relat-

ided with more and better equipment. Former ed to the expansion of the country’s infrastructure.
ipment ar the St. Georges Hospital =
4]
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[N CAR RIACOU AND PETIT MARTINIQUE:

isation and im-
Before identifying further, some of the measures taken for the de::s::iﬂ:?t;]iswricaﬂy,
prm-crnem of life in Carriacou and Petit Martinique it ‘19 unportan; "',? ¢ Grenada an d that
Carriacou and Petit Martinique had been neglected “Ward Islands™ O | eliberate Reglect
during the 25 years of Gairy’s rule, these islands suffered pa:!:lcula: and ¢ e ructure was
pecause of their political opposition to Gairyism. The already mac_leguat:dlﬂthdb s were
allowed to deteriorate, basic services were poor and badly administered, e 1s

ignored by the Central Government.

This neglected “Ward Island”’ status had under the PRG dramatically cnangedv_to that
of Sister Island, equal partners in the revolutionary and development process. \Iri_rtually
gyvery programme and project of the Revolution on the mainland had also been mstztute(_i n
Carriacou and Petit Martinique. In some cases, 45 in the case of the literacy campalgn,
Carriacou had been the leading parish.

Two resident doctors - there Were none before the revelution.
One resident dentist - there was none before the revolution.
Refurbishing of health clinic in Windward.

Construction of new health clinic in Petit Martinique.

Establishment of a dental clinic.

- Electrification of Camracou and Petit Martinique - the electrification teams were
assisted by voluntary community labour.

Repair of road network in Carriacou and Petit Martinique.
Establishment of Public Transport System - serving all villages in Carriacou.

Opening of State Hotel (Camp Carriacou) - the first International Conference ever
to be held in Carriacou “Education and Production” was held there in November, 1932,

Construetion of a new jetty in Harvey Vale - ensuring the fishermen's right to a
decent living. :

; Establishment of two branches of MNIB in Carriacou and Petit Martinique - serv-
ing not only Carriacou and Petit Martinigque but also customers from the other
Grenadines.

- Establishment of a branch of the National Commercial Bank - this meant improv-

| condemnation of Yankee agression. ed banking services in Carriacou and Petit Martinique.
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