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INTRODUCTION

It is like a breath of fresh air, a tonic to th

nerves of a people Jong-betrayed., f)a{rered and | 'l
by a breed of wheeling-dealing politicians. It is a monu-
ment to the Caribbean man’s resoluteness and courage:
the political will to stand up to imperialist diktat and
blackmail.

This was how the irrepressible Cheddi Jagan described the
Grenadian Revolution during his stirring address to the 112 dele-
gates of 90 delegations from 41 countries, whp formed the
assembly at the First International Conference in Solidarity with
Grenada at St. George’s, from November 23rd to the 25th, 1981,

Truly this was a historic event. Here was one of the world’s
smallest independent states with its 344 square kilometers and
110,000 people, hosting the world’s progressive forces from New
York to Mongolia, from Yemen to Belize. In the thirty months
since its rupture with the sordid dictatorship and buffoonery of
the Gairy years, Grenada had established by the struggle and
determination of its people and government, this extraordinary
level of international respect and support — and in the full face
of that most rabid and warmongering beast of imperialism that
glowers over the Caribbean basin.

In this book, the reader can determine the advances already
made by the Grenadian Revolution, and some of the steps that
will shortly follow. So great was the interest and involvement in
the workshop sessions of the conference and so many the pledges
of solidarity, that there was not sufficient time for all the speeches
that were prepared, although they were all duplicated and given
out to the delegates. Yet the ministers’ speeches, considered
together, are the fullest account so far in print of the processes of
the.Revolution in-its various sectors, and a commentary on the
achievements and, problems of the first two and a half years since
the revolutionary dawn of March 13th, 1979.

This book is also the first to be produced by Fedon Publish-
;rs, named after another great Grenadian revolutionary, Julien
I edlo,?, who unfurled the flag of revolt against British colonialism
in 95‘. n'];l::t :::l:ne gl(}l fot; fl:]eedom inhabits every \ril;:f:d f{:

( ) as Comrade- Jagan so eloquently expr :
at the conference, it continues and sl;rengthensy through the
Populax organisation and the rémarkable leadership whose WOrds

BNEECL .

Jlutionary-democratic Grenada has a principled
! dedicated leadership, headed by the courageous,
indomitable and incorruptible Maurice Bishop, who like

Fidel Castro is the measure of the new Caribbean man —
a leadership which is one with the people, a leadership
which by self-sacrifice and example has inspired the
Grenadian people and restored their self-confidence — a
people who with gun in hand as citizen-soldier-militia-
man is willing to die to defend the revolutionary gains.

The Grenada Revolution is the dawn of a new era in
the struggles: of the English-speaking Caribbean peo-
ples for liberation, peace and social progress.

FEDON PUBLISHERS, February, 1982.

Cde. Cheddi Jagan, Delegate, People’s Pro-
gressive Party, Guyana.
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Cde. Maurice Bishop, Prime Minister of Grenada.

[INISTER, MAURICE BISHOP

Conira
Cde

irman and Minister of National Mobilisation
n Strachan,
Comrade Members of the Political Bureau and Cent ral Committee
of our party, The New Jewel Movement,
Comrade Members of the People's Revolutionary
Government,
Invited Guests,
Friends from around the world,
Comrades All,

Comrades, in the name of our Party the New Jewel Move-
ment, in the name of the People’s Revolutionary Government, and
in the name of the people, the workers, the youth, the women and
the farmers of free and revolutionary Grenada, 1 join comrades in
extending to you our fraternal and esteemed guests from all conti-
nents of the globe, a most warm and cordial welcome. We are
extremely happy to host you here on our soil, and we pledge to
ensure that your stay here is both productive and enjoyable.

The importance of this historic conference on International
Solidarity with Grenada cannot be overstated. In the first place
this Conference manifests our continuing strict adherence to inter-
national principles. We have always scrupulously avoided viewing
our struggle, our revolutionary process, from a narrow nationalist
perspective. We have long understood that the world revolutionary
process, the struggle of oppressed mankind everywhere is one and
indivisible. Thus, this International Solidarity Conference holds
grave importance as it bears testimony to our commitment to the
noble concept of internationalism.

This Conference derives additional importance from the fact
that your presence here will indicate to imperialism in a clear and
forceful way, that Grenada is not alone. It will tell the imperialists
in the boldest terms that their schemes, their machinations, their
manoeuvres to isolate the Grenada Revolution have all failed
miserably — as the Grenada Revolution enjoys broad popular sup-
port not only at the national level but also internationally.

Thirdly, for us this Solidarity Conference is a momentous
oceasion, as we understand very clearly that the force and weight
of international public opinion cannot be dismissed and con-
stitutes indeed a significant factor in the struggles of the people.
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March 13th — A Bright New Dawn

es. March 13th 1979 was a bright new N for the
a and the working people '." the Caribbean, The.
end of the long, dark night of terror ang s

beginning of a new day. Our heroic |>eup!(r the anti-( rairy Masseg
— rose to the challenge of history and, in the words of the Cayjp,.

bean Poet, Edward Brathwaite “shattered the door and entered
that morning, fully aware of the future to come, there’s no tyrp.
ing back’’. As it has been said so often before, when a consciopyg
determined people rises as a united body and cries “enough”, in.
ju:‘.tit'E', tyranny and uxp]ui[.il“()ﬂ are doomed . . . and thus begjns
a new and glorious chapter in the history of Man: the construction
of a just and equal society by the poor, for the poor and with the
poor. The people’s struggle through time for the realization of that
dream is the long march of history. From the very inception of
our Party, the New Jewel Movement, we have been guided by the
clear understanding that the struggle against the dictatorship was
not an end in itself but a necessary precondition for the infinitely
larger struggle of building that new and just society.

Building the New Society involves a long and difficult process
of national re-construction. Twenty-five years of Gairyism had
devastated the social and economic fabric of our society. It had
destroyed our country’s international standing — Grenada was
reduced to the laughing-stock of the international community,
land of a %invput dictator lost in extra-terrestrial dreams, (/aughter)
pre-occupled with UFQ's, obsessed with his divinity but brutal and
ruthless in the exercise of power. Fifty percent of the labour force
of our country was unemployed. Our infrastructure was totally
dllaplflated. Out tourist industry was one which brought little
beqeflt to the country. Despite our fertile soil, and with Gairy’s
pol:tllcal lnterference_ in the development of agriculture, the pro-
ducuon. of our main export crops had stagnated. Food crop
prodtlxctmn had decllped, and our food import bill was approxi-
?c::o:;nywi ;f“:t:}tlal :Igrp;gr'ts. I?ue to the dependept status (in[ ou(;
R L . IH;;I;I]I.I oftl.ne.ffectlye price contro sv::;y
high. Financial “‘jmﬂﬂ:ement :2;: ;I:E;lore;;telsla:;e::ach
e t'm s and in considerable arrears to local,
! o A . ational agencies. o
cul, twin mporse::::lqt:on was therefore faced with .the_dlf‘f;'

Bilis aociaty, mic reconstruction and democratization

Comrad
people of Grenad
dawn marked the

W tives Did We Set Ourselves In Those Early Days?

o Ir indamental objective has always been, as detailed in the
1 nife »
‘1\'-'- anifesto of our Party, the construction of a New Life and
.'l'\\ Society. In June 1974 we issued a ten-point statement of
Principles. This document reads
“We stand for
1) People’s Participation, People’s Politics, People’s
Demo cracy
2) People’s Cooperatives for the collective development of
the People
3) Health care based on need
4) Full development of the people’s talents, abilities and
culture

5) Full control, as a people, of our national resources
6) Employment for all

T7) A decent standard of living for every family

B) Freedom of expression and religion

9) The liberation of black and oppressed people through-
out the world

10) A United People. . . A New Society . . . A Just Society”

These principles and objectives were as valid at the dawn of
our Revolution as they were five years before when they were
formulated, and as they are today — almost three years after that
first morning of our Revolution. Already we have begun to im-
plement these aims, although in addition there were certain initial
priorities that we set ourselves upon taking power, based on an
assessment of the most pressing needs of the people — jobs for the
thousands of unemployed, health care, the improvement of the
agricultural infrastructure, mass education, and above all, the pro-
cess which would facilitate all other developments, the democrati:
zation of the society. Yet our progress has been hampered by
certain objective difficulties which have prevented us from moving
as rapidly as we would wish towards the attainment of our goals,

Struggling Against Odds On The Economic Front

Like our sister Caribbean islands, we continue to be plagued
by natural disasters. Each year since the Revolution, hurricanes,
high winds or torrential rains have caused considerable damage to




infre ; In 1979 we su USS
agriculture and infrastructure- : US$6
ililrlic‘)frworth of damage — I 1980, the total (ies:tl.}-n. of 279
of our nutmeg crop, 40% of the banana and 19% cocog,

amounting to some US$20 million. In 1981, dama, ) crops,
roads and bridges totalled US$5 million. lobl _
With an open, dependent economy tied 10 i€ €conomies of
the capitalist world, we have suffered and are lzuflf)urm.;.\ from the
ongoing economic crisis in the capitalist wo:.Filf . ldem.-i.:-:l for our
principal commodity exports has drn'pped. o '“f‘i}fffl prices
for nutmegs, cocoa and bananas, W_h“‘h account for -31' -I"r of visi-
ble exports earnings, fell by 22% n 1980 over 1979. To com.
pound a difficult economic situation, tourism (our second most
important industry) declined by 8.8% in 1980. This problem
which is also experienced by our Caribbean neighbours led tg
reduction in foreign exchange earnings, employment, income
generation and some stagnation in economic activity. The decline
in stay-over visits to Grenada fell not only because of the world-
wide economic recession but also because of active propaganda
destabilisation by US imperialism. This year, our tourist industry,
poised for recovery with full house bookings at all the main hotels,
was dealt a major blow with the sudden destruction by fire of
undetermined origin of a substantial part of our largest hotel — the
Holiday Inn. Revenue losses such as these serve to aggravate an
already unfair, unjust and unequal balance of trade. Although the
total volume of Grenada's imports remained constant, the total
cost of these imports between 1979 and 1980 rose from US$50
million, due largely to steep increases in freight rates and fuel as
well as imported inflation from the Western industrial countries.

Imperialism — Trying To Strangle Us

Another economic difficulty facing us at this moment, is the
US economic squeeze. US imperialism has embarked on a co-
ordinated campaign of economic strangulation of our country
designed to deprive us of access to financial resources from the
bi-lateral, regional and international sources.

These unprincipled tactics include attempted sabotage of an
EEC sponsored co-financing Conference to raise US$30 million
dgsperately needed to ensure completion of our Internationa
Ajrpt_)rt. :I‘he determination of US imperialism to squash this pro-
cess is evident in its vulgar and direct interference on the exect
tive board of the IMF and the World Bank to block loans require
for vital capital investment and public investment. At the insis
tence of the US, Grenada was recently excluded from receiving
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fi ssistance f .

A .-1.‘_:: E[ Ir‘l‘m 11—“‘_ Windward Islands Banana Growers
t s unds provided by USAID for banana rehabili-
) _'_m‘_“m"‘li with the belligerence of US imperialism, and hav-
;‘m e Vi Il;ua egacy of 25 years of “Hurricane Gairy” to recover
rom, how has our Revolution responded to the urgent tasks of

national reconstruction?

National Reconstruction Within The Revolution

In '(_lgrlcl.llt.ure the pillar of our economy — our main policy
and tactic has been one of diversification. Diversification of agri-
cultural export production to increase the range of agricultural
commodities which can earn foreign exchange; diversification of
agricultural export markets with the objective of penetrating new
markets and lessening our dependence on any one buyer; diversi-
fication and expansion of domestic agricultural production for
import substitution, as a basis for agro-industrial development,
and the linking of the domestic agricultural sector with the tourist
sector. Since the Revolution 50 times more money has been allo-
cated in the national budget for agricultural development. In the
building of the New Tourism, we have also been diversifying our
tourist markets through increased promotion in Western Europe,
the Caribbean and Latin American market, while nonetheless
attempting to maintain and indeed to achieve diversification in
our traditional North American Market.

With a 50% increase in our energy costs, energy conservation
measures have been put into effect, resulting in a decrease in
consumption by private motorists but a 20% increase in state
consumption (mainly in the operation of equipment) on account
of increased developmental activity. Several major infrastructural
improvements have been undertaken: a new International Airport,
highway development of the Bast Coast, the construction and
opening up of 67 miles of agricultural feeder roads, lmgrovement
of electricity services, vastly increased water supply, major expan-
sion of telephone service, forestry development and conservation.
These efforts at national reconstruction and towards the sol!.xtmn
of the main difficulties faced by our economy are the consistent
and creative application of the basic programme of our Party as
we set out in our 1973 Manifesto for People’s Power and the
achievement of genuine national independence. This document
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states — and 1 quote:—

«NJM has always stood for real
independence, genuine independence,
meaningful independence. At our
People’s Convention on Independence
on 6th May, 1973 at Seamoon where
10,000 of out supporters were present,
our two major speeches were called
“Meaningful Vs. Meaningless Independence”
and “New Directions for Genuine
Independence”. This Manifesto of ours
sketches the things we must doasa
people under new leadership to achieve
real independence. For we believe
independence must mean better housing
for our people, better clothing, better
food, better health, better education . . .
more jobs . . . in short a higher standard
of living for workers and their children.”

Th_e seizure of State power on March 13, 1979 by the people,
led by its vanguard party, the NJM, has opened up revolutionary

possibilities for the implementation of that programme
(Applause) A .

Concrete Benefits To The Working People

The Revolution, with the active participatio ople
has ?l'lfllght concrete benefits to our svorkinpgai)egp?; ?}l;e[:rfpll:w:
;::1 thaf 1;39%1 reduced from 50% of the working population to
sectarsaThe : byi t,he expansion of the co-operative and state
i beoll;BS Budget has removed the burden of income
i ta:: t; of the 30% of the lowest paid workers. Finan-
o) tE tune of $4 million has been provided to the
of Housing with e population for house repair and a Ministry
s el tedfﬂé!;ﬂﬂqll}mty for a National Housing Programmeé
Bl improv.ed hl'n:ht.mns of life in the villages are being pro
g Yﬂ}:th_e construction of Community Centres,

: Ofeurpeor;le acilities and Post Offices by the voluntary
e in their Cop!munity Work Brigades.

establishment of aﬂll\le Revolution has made important gains: the

‘gramme, the Centee 1o o Literacy and Adult Education Pro-
: or Popular Education, the institution of fre®

Secondary Education, a 300% i ; =l
level scholarships; the {‘reatiﬂgcr:?a:e&l;:il;i:]urbér Of Ur]wersny
Training Programme for the professionalisation gfl :ﬁvécui g:;:;her
Sch001. teachers. The_ Revolution has placed emphasis on fl:i
expansion of _educatlonal opportunity because our Party has
always recognized the fundamental link between education, the
process of national development and the construction of a
participatory democracy. (Applause.) -

:‘\s'm the vital areas of housing, jobs and education, the
Revolution has brought concrete benefits to the masses in the field
of health. A national milk distribution programme has distributed
1,100 tons of milk to the eiderly, to our youth and to expectant
mothers since 1979. Free health care made possible by increases
in medical petsonnel and the expansion of services particularly in
the rural areas has transformed the pattern of health.

The Fruits Of March 13th Manifest The Basic Programme
Of Our Party

The transformation of the national economy, begun since
the People’s Revolution, has been gu ided by the same basic con-
ception of an economy at the service of the working people and
freed from external domination and control, which we proposed
since 1973. It is worthy of note, that the vast majority of the
new programmes and bold initiatives embarked upon by the
Revolution are not bright ideas spontaneously conceived in some
moment of inspiration but the product of collective discussion
and analysis within our Party and among the broad section of our
people, of needs, problems and long term goals.

On the economic front, new institutions, new programmes all
aimed at the strengthening of the national economy and the laying
down of a sound material basis for future development are being
built. The Grenada Farms Corporation — a State enterprise, has
been established to coordinate the operations of all Gt:)\femment
farms. These farms, scandalously mismanaged and their produce
shamelessly misappropriated during the Gairy era, are now the
centres of a new thrust forward for our agriculture. More impor-
tantly, agricultural workers — the producers of the green gold of
our country—on these State farms aré leanm!g_s_elf-ma!_iageme_nt,
and more and more are taking on the responsibility for increasing
production. On these farms the arithmetic of ,explqlt'atm_n has
been replaced with a new language of workers participation in
the ostablishment of production targets, profit sharing and the
teaching of the real history of struggle of our working people.

(Applause) 15




of an agro-industria] p]anLl I akes it
f local crops which in (e SEa
: o make full use 0 R ey past,
possible For fl:jl; stilised. Mangoes, tamarinds, sour: EBUavag,
o ne‘:;ew are now valuable cash crops helclauﬁe 0l demang
5 nae!:ijeh th,is agro—indust.rial Plf_'m" Spice Island Products now
cwgt ce ayproud range of juices, jams and canned local fruit 4pq
embra

e e the Marketing and National Importing Boarqd has

; Le,gcet\:)nese%igh cost of living and bll'r_?-k‘en the backs of the
;?oﬁgpﬂlists in sugar, rice and cement. This body now has the

responsibility to import specifi_ed Icon?moc.htzes ff}fllrn the Ch(‘&pnst
sources and ensure intemal_dmmhutmn at m'L{( chfaper Prices
than obtained previously. lefe the Grenada Farms L'Ol’mratlon‘
the Grenada Resort Corporation was set up to manage govern
ment hotels and other tourism enterprises, and has been achieving

The establishment

modest successes. e : o)
At the same time, the organisation of a National Fishing

Fleet, the establishment of a Fishing School_ and a fish processing
plant are all together serving to build an integrated and sound
Fishing Industry. :
Other critical measures and economic programmes set up
include:
— A Coffee Processing Plant, to process local coffee for
domestic consumption and export.

Construction of 3 Bio-gas Plants and the carrying out
of detailed studies of our hydro power, hydro carbon
and geothermal potential as a possible means of alterna-
tive energy.

The introduction of scientifically evaluated systems of
work planning in Government departments and Minis-
tries to ensure productive use of Government finances
and as a basis for budgetary allocations.

The setting up of a People’s Bank — the National
Commercial Bank — which after just 2 years is already
the second largest Bank in Grenada,

ak All of these, comrades, represent some of the initiatives
£ e n ‘;'Jur attempt to place our national economy on a sot{nd
ooting. We have always given priority to this task because it is

f,‘,‘;?&,;‘f;‘;lﬂ_;'ﬂ;wl}ow that will guarantee the  social
by which the magses un enpt::p!e' it e M

“bike cut erstand quite simply this logic “You ¢a?
only take out what you put in,” (App!ause}p i v
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People’s Participation, The Motor Of Qur Piotes

But more important, co T,
other achievemants of Lh‘e Gr:aff;:‘ﬁrz‘:;?u?ii[;mg:nf lha{] H.“ the
means whereby we achieve all other benefits ;ndc:}}ﬁe s
achleve_g even more snf:ial and economic benefi£s as Ihis,1 b
folds, is the outstanding success of the Grenada RL‘I\’ | 106 i tis
task of the democratization of our society, b

O_ne of the earliest acts of the Revolution was the repeal of
all anti-worker laws and the enactment of democratic. pro F;e v
labour laws suc‘h as the Trade Union Recogr{itim,]jxc-lR “??::vﬁ
guarantees the right of workers to form and participate in Trade
Unions of the:lr choice. As a result, there are nearly 10.000
workers organized in Trade Unions today and most of t‘hese

Unions are developing programmes of democratic participation
and education for their members,

The Revolution has also taken several steps to stimulate and
make possible the participation of women in the development of
our nation. There can be no talk of real democracy if half of a
nation’s population is either disqualified from participation or
can only participate in a very limited sense. And there can be no
talk of women’s participation if the conditions for this participa-
tion do not exist. Our sisters cannot participate fully unless the
society encourages their participation. And in Grenada in barely
2'% years of Revolution, we have a proud record of measures taken
to bring the women of our country fully into the development
process.

Consistent with our slogan, “Idle Lands And Idle Hands —
An End To Unemployment”, in year 2 of the Revolution we
moved to set up a National Land Reform Commission, with terms
of reference to identify existing idle lands, (unemployed youth
willing to work such lands co-operatively) and make recomn}enda-
tions for their productive use. In like manner tl}e preparatmn‘o‘f
our National Budget has since the Revolution in7olved the partici-
pation of Trade Union representatives; and this year !;he process
of deciding how our resources will be used for our national devel-
opment will involve and even wider participation. This year the
Budget discussion is being taken to the people — our Nalilopal
Budget will be debated and shaped not by a harfdful of men sitting
in an exclusive “Parliament”, but by our organized peoplel in thegr
thousands, in their community groups, their Zone Councils, their

Parish Councils.
17




Democracy — A Daily Expression of Our People Organized

And the mention of these structures, comrades, brings u
' mass organizations in our

t
the fact of the spectacular growth o ( _
country in the 914 years of the Revolution. Our National

Youth Organization, National Women's Organization, 'huth
founded by the New Jewel Movement and our NJM Young
Pioneers are mobilizing increasing numbers of our youth, our
women and our children. The youth organization (NYO) is close
to a target for this year of organizing one third of the country’s
young people. Our Sisters in the NWO have passed the 6,000 mark
and are fast approaching their target of 7,000 (or nearly 1/3 of the
women of the country) organized for action, participation and
community development.

The Revolution has fostered the formation of Student Coun-
cils in every Secondary School, linked into the National Students’
Council.

In the villages you will find Community Work Brigades,
which, in fact, determine priority needs and spearhead work on
community building, cleaning and maintenance projects.

Three weeks ago the Productive Farmers’ Union, one of the
most unique organizations that the Revolution has produced,
held its first Annual General Meeting with its full membership of
just over 1,000 small and medium farmers in militant attendance.

In addition to the many organizations and action groups
operating at community, parish and national level, our people
meet regularly with the leadership of the country in parish and
zonal councils and in Workers’ Parish Councils where the twin
principles of the accountability and responsibility of the leader-
ship.to the people become a reality for the first time in the

Enghsh—speaking Caribbean. The leadership is accountable because
in its face-to-face meetings with the people it must report on the
achievements and the difficulties of particular Ministries and State
boc!ws, it must answer the questions of the people on those issues
which affect their lives. The leadership is responsible to the peo-
ple because it must take action where the people indicate that
action is required.

In Grenada the people do not only listen passively to their
leaders, they ta]‘l,; back. They do not only glimpse their so-called
‘representatives” now and then in the Press, they meet them
regu]arly, they rub shoulders with them. In Grenada structures
have grown up and are developing daily to ensure the real
participution of people, a continuous, day-by-day process, not a
seasonal exercise which changes nothing. Our democratic process
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is our strongest weapon for change for development, for the i
provemem_ of life in our country. (Applause) . T

Why Solidarity With Grenada Is Important

There (a}'f;' many reasons why your solidarity with Grenada is
jmportant. There are many reasons why you must not only feel
solidarity with the Grenada Revolution but you must also express
this solidarity loud and clear. 3 ;

_ First of_all, our Revolution is an attempt to build a new
socio-economic development model. It is an attempt to solve our
problems by new methods. It is the boldest attempt, in the history
of the English-speaking Caribbean, to tackle the dire problems of
under-development which so drastically affect the lives of the mass
of people in our region, the problem of poverty, illiteracy and
poor education, sub-standard nutrition, unemployment and all
the other evils. It is an approach which rejects some of the mani-
festly inadequate strategies which the ruling classes in most of our
gister islands are still clinging to, because these strategies are
guaranteed to safeguard their own position and to yield nothing
but the barest minimum of political power and material benefits
to the majority of the people.

Therefore, comrades, when you show your support for our
Revolution, you are asserting with us the right o_f a sma_ll and poor,
but courageous and determined people, to build their own pro-
cess, to solve their problems in their own way, w1thqqt LhrgaLemng
the sovereignty of any other people, nor compromising with their
own proud and unshakable principles.

Peace And Self-Determination

Our people, led by our Party the NJM, are demar{;]m& ?:,
right to build this new society in peace. We desire peac;sl, e onle‘s
that peace is a precondition for _the realization c-f_t;het pe pace
wish for a better and more just existence. But Fh;s 'wlf}e for .;l[): ieci
this insistence on our right to sel[-detem]lnatlon 1sd A hmgh o t?]ity
us. Daily we are threatened by the aggressiveness an e

i i i icher
§ our SiZE, thousands of times ric
T thoamade & oo process is the object of threats

i us. Daily our ! ¢
ll?otrlfs?i:;lz%s ;l;gn undisguised, coming from .the rmgh_ty Urg;e;
States and its string of yardboys and yardgirls in the regflcm. s
again, comrades, We assert that we are the masters of our ihye
house, we sta.nd'upright, with dignity, ready to defend this :
this sea, this region.

19




: : RO arl Fruit In
The Historical Struggle Of Caribbean Masses Bearing
Grenada Today

We need your solidarity, comrades, because this Revo{up--_-iz
is increasingly a light, a beacon of hope to the poor f"i_e"(‘p U”‘»"'_
masses of the Caribbean. The aims, ob]ectl.\rcs and ac levements
of this Revolution are a crystalization of the most pl:(Jf(_led
human aspirations of Caribbean people towards a better lllfe. For
400 years the exploited masses of the region have stltugg ed with
dignity for bread, jobs, justice and peace. Today in Grenada}‘
today in Free and Revolutionary Grenada, this struggle at Ielist. is
begir]ning to bear fruit. And this fruit is not for us alone. It is not
the property of ourselves alone, Just as our struggle has heen. a
part of the broader struggle of the working peopl!a of the Carib-
bean and the world, so now, our Revolution is an integral part of
the forward movement of working people regionally and inter-
nationally.

We need your solidarity, comrades, because we are conscious
of these responsibilities not only to ourselves but to oppressed and
exploited peoples everywhere. That is why in every forum, at
every opportunity, we have resolutely condemned apartheid,
zionism and racism, we have unwaveringly accused and unmasked
imperialism, and we have added our voice to the condemnation of
exploitation, injustice and inhumanity in all its forms and manifes-
tations. You shall find us marching in your ranks, our voice shall
not be stilled. (Prolonged Applause)

A_nd this important role of the Grenada Revolution is clearly
gnized b}: the working people of the region. For whatever the
me and bitterness of the attacks made upon us by the decrepit

leadership of th i

process in which new benefi
4 popular process in which
each day,

The Caribbean people refuse to be mjsi
: misinformed about the
:vnnt)i'cem. kThe Caribbean people understand the undemocratic and
WOrker position of the regionga] press. This is borne out by the
Jé.téd hydthe Jamaican Daily Gleaner,’ itself
! Tenada propaganda and g tool of inter-
reaction, a survey which, tevealed that the majority of
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eople are not affected by the ne
against our Revolution.

There is also the recent example of the strong protest made
by workers of the “Trinidad Expregs: and other workers in the
media in Trinidad, (another regiona] rag in the service of U§
imperialism ). l}llt‘_se workers came out in Protest against what Lh;:s\:
correctly identified as a vulgar, concerted anti-Grenada Press
campaign, they came out and demanded the right of the Caribbean
people to undistorted information abouyt a sister island.

There is the evidence of the Trade Union Conference that we
have just hosted and which turned out to be the biggest in its 3
year history. It was the largest ever gathering of representatives of
the Caribbean working-class. The hosting of this Conference has
been for us both a duty and a pleasure. This Conference has been
held at a time when the working people of the Caribbean are
beginning to feel the full weight of the capitalist world economic
erisis, and when the regional ruling-classes have agreed on common
solutions, which can only mean harsher conditions, austerity,
more and more hardship and increased exploitation of the poor.

gative Propaganda put gyt

This Conference Is The Highest Expression Of International
Solidarity

One of the highest expressions of international solidarity
with the Grenada Revolution is precisely today's Conference. For
the first time since our Revolution, people like yourselves w_ho
have been consistent friends and allies of our struggle, are meeting
al together. You come as friends, as Comrades-in-arms, as firm
consistent defenders of the truth of this Revolution. The presence
of comrades from all continents is not only an indicatic»{l of the
Support of the international community for our Revoluuor}, but
is also a testimony to the oneness of our struggle against a
tommon enemy and to the unity of our aspirations.

Another living example of the regional support that_ our
Revolution has attracted is the presence among us of internationa-
list workers from the Caribbean region as well as from other
Parts of the world. In all the key sections of our develogmen_t,
these internationalists are co-workers, facing with us the historic
challenge of creating the New and Just Society.

Imperialism Does Not Rest

i for calling
Comrades, one of our most important reasons call
Upon your sul;p-ort is the threat we face from U.S. imperialism.
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Revolution we have been s

S, imperialism to Iumli;;‘n.

i 00es gy of imperialism has been
Szb:?a?[u:rgins: political pressure, pmpaganld‘a' df‘“f'*
economic warfare, and now, imminently, the military solu

From the very morning of our Revolution press
brought to bear upon us by the U.5. i an attempt L(-J di B
character and direction of our political process. We were warned
for example, that relations with Cuba would not be countena 1ced.

The propaganda camp aign EI]S::) began very early, with an
impudent plan to use the local media to wage war upon the Revo.
lution from the inside, like a worm surreptitiously eating away at
the heart of a healthy fruit. The lesson that imperialism learned
from that early impudence was that this Re?olut.ion must be re-

spected; and every subsequent attempt, including the recent action
of a group of counter-revolufionary planters, merchants and pro-
fessionals, has been firmly dealt with. The Revolution, having
silenced the local mouthpieces of imperialism, faces increased
propaganda aggression from outside. This campaign was taken to
2 new level with the prime time broadcasts on the U.S. National

Television Network, feeding to the people of the United States of

America the most vulgar distortions of the Grenadian reality.

On the economic front we have been faced with recurrent
acts of sabotage: the vulgar abuse by the U.S. of its dominant
position in international institutions like the IMF and the World
Bank to stifle the legitimate rights to assistance of small, develop-
ing states in the region like Grenada and Nicaragua.

From the earliest days of the

threats and attempts by L
ss. The strate

)

Neutron Warlords Are Rattling Their Sabres

Today the assumption of power by a fascist clique in the
U.S. and the failure of imperialism’s attempts to destroy our pro-
cess havg b_rought our Revolution face to face with the ugliest side
of imperialism — naked military aggression. In the last two months
aloqe there have been two major manoeuvres carried out upon
Caribbean land and sea by the warlords of the North: ‘Ocean
Ven,ture’ 81: Operation Amber and the Amberines’ and‘ ‘Red X
183’, ha."e been shameless rehearsals for eventual invasions of
Cuba,_Nlcaragua and Grenada and/or preparation for an armed
entrme:o‘tE’I Sahtradolr on the side of the fascist Junta.
ut it is not only here in our Caribbean that the enemies of
l]::::e bh:ve b-een rattlrpg their sabres. These Neutron war-mongers
n seeking military confrontation on several continents.
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:_l-(t:r“ ._.-_:.i\:,{:t :;1“3“1,;?{\. dgomam's. l_ht} military manoeuvres
the L k.b\-.. ?'10;1'1'191 flth African inv:;s:itm of Angola,
Leb d the Palesti ust Israel on Irag, Beirut, Southern
e estinian people and the tons of lies being
spread v against the revolutionary peoples and governments
of Cut nd ."\I_L"'d.ﬂ‘li.!lla in preparation for an armed invasion, the
role of the U.S. in El Salvador are all examples of this trend. |
The :-pj.plus of the world, however, including the pe.-gp'ie of
the United States, conscious of the grave danger to mankind posed
by these adventurist actions and policies are standing up for peace.

aty 3 : e -
International Public Opinion Is a Force For Peace

Comrades, world public opinion is increasingly a force in
intematlor]a'l affairs. The voice of the working masses can no
longer ble ignored. We saw the part it played in the Vietnam war.
Intematlona\_l public opinion has become more and more powerful
in recent times when the balance of forces has been shifting
towards anti-imperialism and national self-determination. Again
and again we have seen world public opinion respond indignantly
to acts of military aggression against small, weak nations, again
and again we have seen world opinion condemn and curb the
attempts of imperialism to intervene and turn back popular
processes.

And this comrades, is another reason why your solidarity is
so important to the continued forward movernent of the Grenada
Revolution. But it is important that international public opinion
be mobilized not only against the military subversion of popular
processes. It is important that we recognize the equally devasta-
ting effects of the other forms of aggression. International public
opinion must treat with equal gravity attempts to block aid to
countries like Grenada, the financing of counter-revolutionary
journalism and other propaganda destabilization, and the landing
of marines on the soil of other countries. For all of these have
the same aim of overthrowing our Revolution, all of these are

acts of aggression against our people.

How Can Friends Help Our Process?

the friends of the Grenada Revolution,
and consolidate this process? How can

your solidarity safeguard and promote our Revolution?
23

So how can you,
continue to help us build




s i oo euch as this are a vital

Comrades. solidarity meetings such as !hl§ ar \I_t‘;.

St blic opinion. Educating and info
for galvanising world public op o e Al R
. i about the I‘CH]IrV of ”]]S [{H\"Ullllin'u 1S 3
the people of the world abou HE3
: Thi & by itself is part of the general struggle of the
necessity. This task by itsell is part of © »f the broad st |
poor for the right to information. It is part i I I"' : i“_“““ 2
apainst the imperialist, monopoly control of the media and for g
new world information order. -

As a poor, underdeveloped country, our efforts to break the
vicious cycle of poverty and exrilolfallml._ihe programmes of the
Revolution designed to improve the social and economic well.
being of our people, depend to a large extent on the materia|
assistance that we receive. And we are therefore always very
appreciative of the internationalist assistance which we recejve
from so many different peoples. .

Friends of our Revolution, you can help us by organizing
Grenada Friendship Associations in your country. Providing a
framework for organized and ongoing solidarity work, providing
a framework within which peace forces, friends and other well-
wishers can be drawn into concrete political, educational and
fund-raising activity. Alongside the formation of Friendship
Associations is the organization of tours to Grenada. The most
often reiterated position of the Revolution in response to the
absurd lies and distortions has been to “come and see for
yourself.”

Our Ru?'t_llutir__mary process is one guided by principles of
honesty and integrity, our Revolutionary process is one defended
and made by the Grenadian masses. We say to our friends “come,
share our exper{ences » We say to the Doubting Thomases “come
see for yourself”, (Applause)

i B].‘_*'kmﬂ_"ﬂg and seeing for yourself. and by encouraging others
0 do likewise, you not only dispel the falsehoods of imperialism,

but vou also help our econo ibuti
b : my, b
Tt Y, by contributing to the New

most of the rest of A
most usually asked are the following:—

"hy did we, as one of the priorities of the Revolution,

send volunteers into the field to find out how many of
24

ur people were illiterate, and then move decisively
into developing a national programme of adult educa-
tion?
Why have we stretched our human and financial
resources to set up a training programme for all primary
and junior secondary teachers, instead of continuing the
traditional Teachers’ College model of training 50 select
teachers per year?
Why are we instituting primary health care?
Why do we hold so many mass meetings?
Why do we hold so many solidarity rallies and events
with so many National Liberation Movements and
friendly Governments around the world?
Why are we working so hard to expand the NYO, and
NWO and other mass organizations?
Why are we the only country in the English-speaking
Caribbean that has decided to arm our people and create
a People’s Revolutionary Militia? What has inspired this
confidence?

Why are ordinary, grassroots men, women and youth
being exposed to leadership training and Political
Science courses?

Why are we developing so many new organizations, and
popular democratic organizations such as Workers’
Parish Councils, Youth and Women’s Parish Councils
and Community Zonal Councils within every Parish?

Why is the distribution of milk in every community
carried out voluntarily by the organized members of
that community?

Why have we established Work Brigades to involve our
people in the task of rebuilding our country on a volun-
tary, patriotic and unpaid basis?

Why are our community organizations able to set up
and run Day Care Centres and Kindergartens with only
minimal inputs from the Government?

Why, in the face of serious transportation problems, in
the face of ongoing attempts to undermine the confi-
dence of the people in their Revolution, in the face of
serious ongoing objective problems, why, in the face of
all this, were we able to bring to Seamoon yesterday a
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bigger, and far more militan ited 4
crowd far, Ef::lrn ;EE 10,000 who came ouf \“\?gs

jous t il ;
Fi(;:tscp]ieopW’S Congress held on that sam: aroung
8 years ago” : _
Why is the anti-Grenada lobby becoming so strident angd

hysterical? . | |
Why does the newspaper of our Revolution, “frhe Free
West Indian’” encounter 5o many obstac]efs to 1t_s distyi.
bution in the other Caribbean islands, W‘hlit‘ their news.
papers sell freely on our streets, nptwnlhsmm“ng the
lies and the distortions which they print about Grenada?

Why is there no propaganda campaign, no accusations of
human rights violations, no calls for elections, no policy
of isolation, no economic blockades nor any threat of
military intervention against a country like Haiti, where
people are literally jump ing_into the sea every day to
escape the unbearable conditions under which they live?

—  Why?

We invite you to explore our country, examine our process,
experience our Revolution, and assess for yourselves the new
directions that we have taken.

Comrades, beloved friends, once again we reiterate our
pleasure in having here with us. One hundred and twelve delegates
from so many countries from all continents is a definite statement
of militant solidarity that “Grenada is Not Alone”.

Comrades, we urge you to enjoy your stay in our country
and hope that whatever our modest hospitality lacks will be more
than made up for, by the warmth and friendliness of our people.
.. We assure you of our total support in your struggles against
Injustice, exploitation and war-mongering and for Peace, Social
Progress and National Liberation.

LONG LIVE SOLIDARITY, FRIEN I 0-OPERA-
TION AMONG PEOPLES! DSHIP AND C

LONG LIVE THE ANTLIMPERIALIST AND ANTI.FASCIST

UNITY OF PEACE.LO ek
WORLDWIDE! VING AND PROGRESSIVE FOR

IONG LIVE THE FORCE ) ? INTERNA-
TIONAL PUBLIC Oy’ AND WEIGHT OF INT

LONG LIVE INTERN ATION AL 51
Long :;VDE THE GRENADA REVOLUTION!
"D EVER, BACKWARD NEV R |
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NATI L RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT IN
ITHE GRENADIAN REVOLUTIONARY PROCESS

ADDRESS BY DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER
OF PLANNING, FINANCE AND TRADE,
CDE. BERNARD COARD

I would like to start this discussion of our efforts at National
Reconstruction, the problems and difficulties we have inherited
and the ones which still remain and our attempts to deal with
these problems, by first of all placing the question of the economy
in the perspective of the Revolution as a whole as we perceive it in
the New Jewel Movement and the People’s Revolutionary Govern-
ment (PRG).

The 3 Pillars of our Revolution

We see the Revolution as having three main pillars. These
pillars are not only fundamental as a group but each pillar is fun-
damentally important in its own right in the revolutionary process.
We see these three pillars as being interlocked. Success in only one
or two of the three would still mean disaster and failure of the
Revolution. Only success in all three would mean success overall
and enhance our ability to move forward into the future with
absolute confidence,

The People: The First Pillar

What are these three pillars? First of all there is the mobili-
zation, organization and raising of the consciousness of all our
people. This is because the Revolution first and foremost is about
the people and the people are the centre of the revolutionary
process. That is what genuine people’s democracy is all about. It
is about TOTAL PARTICIPATION OF ALL THE PEQPLE IN
ALL ASPECTS OF THE ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND POLITI-
CAL LIFE OF OUR COUNTRY. It is about constantly raising the
consciousness of our people. All of these elements form in our
view, the first of the three pillars of our Revolution.

National Defence: The Second Pillar

Secondly Conrades, a Revolution which has the support of
the people but which cannot defend itself very soon would be no
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Cde. Bernard Coard Deputy Pri
’ 'y Prime
Industry and Planning.

Minister and Minister of Finance, Trade,

refore the question of National Defence is
4 I which there can be no Revolution. Having
t but not having the material means for the people to
defend themselves is a lesson we have to learn from Chile, Jamaica
and other countries. But having the material means and not
having the people is what Pinochet and Duvalier are all about.
Therefore, comrades, the people and the material means to defend
the people are indespensable and interconnected in the process of
the Revolution. That is why the question of the arming of all of
our people, the involvement of all of our people in the People’s
Militia, is of such fundamental importance. The very process of
building the Revolution creates the backlash, creates an impetus
towards counter-revolution on the part of the enemies of all
revolutions, on the part of Imperialism. So, the second pillar is
National Defence and the total involvement of all of the people
in national defence.

The Economy : The Third Pillar

The third pillar without which there can be no revolution is
the economy. For if a revolution is initially successful in the task
of total involvement of the people to develop their level and
quality of participation in the whole process, and is able to arm
the people so that they can defend themselves and the Revolution,
but the economy in fact collapses, then there is no revolution. It
is on this element of the three pillars that I want to address you.

What We Inherited

I want to start first of all by pointing out the devastating
condition of our roads. You would have noticed that our roads
require total reconstruction,

Qur shipping Port, the only one we have in the capital,
St. George’s, was congested and almost no facilities for cargo
existed at the same time of our Revolution; 1'4 forklifts were
functioning. Don’t ask me about the quarter, that’s the report we
have from the dockworkers. In other words, one that worked all
the time and another that worked a quarter of the time, so the
dockworkers called it the 1'4 Forklift Port in St. George's. That
of course created treme ndous difficulties for the economy.

Public Utilities

In the area of electricity the utility was controlled by an
infamous British company by the name of Commonwealth
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i (), infamous in othe nds

sorporation (CD): 18 0 dse ds of t
Development LorP';VB inherited a situation of seve: erators te
Caribbean a3 well. ply in Grenada. These g S to

o 1tors
provide Lota!:sfeféﬁﬁﬁ’wﬁ out condition, virtually ready [-0:”?;:
in the mC'Stf IanLiquities' Tens of thuusanfisl of h ' Of usage
museum }‘: i required for regular servicing according tq g
beyord L manual, with the CDC taking massive profits oyt o¢
manufacturer s o yea,l‘. [Last year they voted themselveg almogy

the country eveuch dividends as the profits the Company aetyal]

; m
three times as Mt~ In other words, when we talk about econonje

t year. :
:zapgeﬂlflzr[:ﬂidir, the CDC is one of the finest examples. And they

: ze us to the wall in every possible way, launching ;
Eg;‘:};?gnsq:[eilect:icity black-outs, 2 dlr-ecé fsu_lt of their refuij
to order spare parts to copduct_ simple and basic maintenance of
the equipment. We have inherited a grave crisis in the area of

icity supply.

demz];ltt}];e fris; of water, 62% of the population at the time of
our Revolution had no pipe-borne water in their homes and had
to walk long distances to obtain a bucket of water. Even those,
the 38% with pipes in their homes, could not obtain water in
many areas two to three to five years preceding the Revolution.
These pipes were dry; pipes in the houses but no water in any of
them.

‘The telephone system was and is nearing complete break
down thus providing serious communication difficulties for the
people of our country and for the economy. In fact, I can go so
far as to say, that the telephones system which over the last
20-25 years was run by an American Company left us in very sad
state in terms of communication for reasons similar to the CDC in
the area of electricity. So much so, that we are now in a very stiff
competition with Trinidad and Tobago for first place for the
worst telephone service in the Caribbean.

Education

sixtygizethe' question of Edl-:ca_ation. all our school buildings, the
i Clm?ﬂmﬂl'}’ school buildings, were in a dilapidated condr
- noom' were overcrowded, furniture and teaching aids
2f3rdsy on-existent in many of the schools, approximately

of i 7
tion, the teaching staff untrained at the time of the Revol’

Health

In
mthhm o{,h?‘hhv the hospitals and clinics were b?dly
-Cled, asic medicines, beds, bandages, drugs: linen
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and In fact, the masses of our country used to call
our pital in St. George’s, which is supposed to be "The
Bes hree hospitals in Grenada, the fourth branch of
La Qu md Sons Funeral Agency. You went there to die not to
be treated so as to live. That is how bad our health conditions
were at the time of the Revolution. Of course it didn’t matter to
Gairy and his clique because when they fell ill they went to

Trinidad, Barbados and America for treatment.

The Airport

The Airport, the one you came through, is approximately
5000 feet without night landing facilities. According to all the
technical studies done it is incapable of night landing facilities
because of the mountainous terrain. Also, according to the
experts, there are no possibilities for expansion or extension of
that Airport. So that our air access both for tourism and agro-
industrial as well as fresh agricultural commodities exports
through air cargo, would be and were stultified and stagnant.

Agriculture and Tourism

In agriculture, despite an agricultural economy with fertile
soil, volcanic ash and abundant rainfall approximately 40% of all
imports into Grenada to the time of the Revolution consisted of
food. The crops which we produce, cocoa, nutmegs and bananas
were in a state of stagnation in terms of development of the base
of our agricultural export economy. These three commodities —
cocoa, nutmegs and bananas at the time accounted for 97% of
our visible export earnings. Tourism also, over a period leading up
to the Revolution was basically in a state of stagnation.

In the area of manufacturing, we literally had no manufac-
turing industry to talk about. We had no industrial base in
Grenada, that was something for the future.

Oppressive Inflation

In the area of inflation because of the openness of our
economy, because of the total refusal to implement the policy of
effective price control, because of the existence of wide spread
profiteering by a large section of the merchant community, infla-
tion rates were very high thus eroding constantly the real income
and standard of living of the working people of our Country.

Gairyite Corruption
In the area of public finances, financial mis-management and
corruption over many years reached staggering proportions and
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easury in massive debts bot he loca]

i Tr i 4
had left the Natlonlal o1l as to local, regional and Nationg)
al banks as W he country
wrr_une;-m The public accounts of t e ry. 10t beey,
i o 7-10 ;:rears, depending on which set of unts yoy

audited for to. The country had become black-listed by every
i Memng' a'nd government, even the ones _c[ose;j_-., 4550¢jateq
d(l)l']l]r ﬂgen:;) ive of the regime' because of the !.‘E’Itdt'n(_‘y of
s and Sin?slggation to ‘disappear’ the funds, as etfectively a5
EE?S;L"!E HI;EGAN TO DISAPPEAR in the last year of the Gairy

reglmﬁ-is interesting to note that Gairy who returned to powey 19
vears before he was kicked out by the people, just weeks before he
returned to power in 1967, had seventeen cases in the High Coyyy
of Grenada for bad debts. He was about to be declared bankrupt
as a result of these 17 cases of massive debts. But twelve years
later, when the people threw him out, Gairy’s property incIuding
hotels, guest houses, night clubs, restaurants, great houses and
other properties amounted to a value of some $20m. That te]ls
you something about the public finances of Grenada through the
12 years preceding the March 13th, 1979 Revolution.

$600m To Build The Infrastructure

Comrades, we have estimated, and this is not an exaggeration

but an extremely realistic figure, because we have sought to
develop the infra-structure of the country, more and more the
correctness of this rough estimate that we made has been borne
out by reality; the estimate of the cost to put back the infra-
structure of the country in some kind of decent shape, following
the devastation of ‘Hurricane Gairy’ and in addition to that,
developing in infra-structure to meet the requirements and the
::;‘gz to de‘-’zlop a real economy for Grenada, a self-sufficient
Fords e novenan, cconomy, an economy which is able to
Y i mcessary material well-being for the people of the
skt b g dﬂg:;dedm;: Infra-structure which not only restores
what is absolutely necie urt goes well beyond that in terms of
production can by hssary or the foundation upon which direct
ased; SUCH AN INFRA-STRUCTURE

d remember that the‘ development of

tional Airport, the Port Expansion
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Proy reconstruction of all of our main roads which are
the ich our commerce, industry and our export agri-
culture e Lo travel, our Feeder Roads required to open up the
deve nent of the country-side where agricultural development
has to take place, the development-and modernization of the tele-
phone system, the development of water supply to meet the
needs of households, the tourist sector, the developing industrial
sector, the development of basic housing, schools and other

educational facilities, hospital and clinics, publie transport system,
in other words, both economic and social infrastructure. And
after the mobilization of this sum of money to achieve these
objectives we still have the task of mobilising further resources
for direct production, expansion of production in agriculture,
agro-industries, fisheries, tourism and in light industry that is not
agro-based and so on. A herculean task.

Setbacks

But not only do we have the enormous task of trying to
mobilize the material, financial and technical resources for this
effort, we have also experienced during the 2% years of the
Revolution five natural disasters an average of one every six
months. Quite frankly, in examining the historical records as they
exist we cannot discover a time in the last 400 — 500 years when
this country experienced five natural disasters in 30 months. It
raises certain questions as to whether certain people are not tam-
pering with the weather situation in the Eastern Caribbean, This
is a matter for some thought, reflection and speculation, We
cannot claim that we have any evidence at this point except the
statistical odd of five natural disasters in 2'% years is fairly high.
Two hurricanes, two sets of flood rains and then three months
ago, a mysterious burst of wind, 10 minutes of wind, virtually
no rain, destroyed half of the banana crop of the country. The
Prime Minister yesterday already discussed the damage and the
cost of the damage to our cocoa, nutmeg and banana industries,
from the previous disasters. Every time millions of our dollars
have been spent since the Revolution in fixing to the best of our
ability, our roads, bridges, and sea defence walls, another disaster
would come and rip up all the roads again, make rivers out of
them, destroy the bridges which are costly, and also the battering
from the sea part of the phenomena, the destruction of our
defence walls. So the roads of our country have been fixed four to
five times during the 2% years of the Revolution and they have to
be fixed all over again.
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Problems In Agriculture
e natural disasters \ﬁre have alsg had
: irst 2% vears of the Revolution, the {--_J:._ pse of th
ﬂ:-li?:go;hgufr axport commodities on the. wgrld market, Unlik:
some economies with only one source of foreign exchange we have
been fortunate, in Grenada to have five sources. Most economjes
have one or two. We have been fortunate to have cocoa, Nutmeg
and mace, as well as bananas, tourism and remittances from
Grenadians abroad. Our cocoa prices have collapsed over the Jag
914 — 3 years on the world market. Now we get less than 1 the
price that we earned on the world market, 2%4 to 3 years ago. The
nutmeg prices have fallen badly and the quantity of nutmeg being
ordered by different countries has fallen also. The normal produyc-
tion of nutmegs in Grenada was 5 — 6 million pounds yet for the
last year we have had in storage in different warehouses some
seven million pounds of nutmegs, unable to find buyers on the
world market for them And what make matters worse, our farmers
who have been increasing their energies in agriculture, through
husbandry, the application of fertilizers and other practices have
produced this year, as fate would have it, the largest crop of
nutmegs in our history. Instead of 5 — 6 million pounds, the
pattern for the last two years, this year is estimated at some eight
million pounds. In fact, just a few weeks ago during a six week
period, nutmegs brought by the farmers of our country to the
Nutmeg Association, which is the co-operative of all our nutmeg
farmers in Grenada, the farmers brought to the Association 1.3
million pounds which is the entire consumption of nutmegs by

the S{.’"iet Union in one year. That is the situation with nutmegs
and with cocoa.

Apart from these fiv

A Disease Called Geest

With bananas we share the same fate of the other Windward
Islands, St. Vincent, 8t. Lucia and Dominica, the collapse of the
:’mim industry, with the very low prices which our farmers get
oF bananas right now. Our farmers get 12 cents per pound from
the British Multi-National Company, Geest Industries. Yet the
2(::0:: the carton, the box is 10 cents a pound so that you ¢4
o yourself the extent to which one of the inputs in the P
¢°% eals away the income. If the price of the carton was fivé

e pound conen it would mean that the farmers would tge;’

B a pound perhaps 17 cents. The cOS
d fertilizer to the farmer js maﬂsive, the cost of the carto”
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is high and of course over the years, Geest continues to purchase
more and more ships and get wealthier and wealthier, while our
farmers have more and more difficulties in buying a cutlass, a hoe

and a

Tourism And Propaganda

In the area of tourism, because of the world capitalist crisis in
recent times, virtually all Caribbean countries have suffered signifi-
cant declines in tourism. Grenada is no exception. And in addi-
tion to that, we faced for the first two years of our Revolution a
tremendous propaganda campaign by the US Imperialists. This
also affected our tourism. In fact there was one month this year
when our Mission did a study, collecting all articles, just took one
month at random and discovered that there were 169 articles in
the American Press, attacking Grenada, That this tiny country, of
all the countries in the world, should receive the attention of so
many leading American publications to the tune of 169 articles
in the space of 30 days is important. Of course, we are supposed
to believe it was purely accidental and that each newspaper
entirely on its own, in the tradition of “freedom of the press” all
decided that it was just the right moment to write an article on
Grenada, and to write the same garbage on Grenada at the same
time. And that kind of statistical improbability we must also

believe here.

Fightback

Of course comrades, this year because of our efforts in
fighting back on the propaganda front with the assistance of the
friendship societies and the comrades who have been very suppor-
tive of the Revolution, we have reached the stage where this
winter season, the high season, we had the greatest bookings ever
for many years, virtually every hotel fully booked with the
Holiday Inn 110% booked for December and January. And then a
fire wipes out the Holiday Inn, the hotel which has 1/3 of all the
hotel rooms in our Country and half of the first-class rooms in the
tourist sector. So while we have our plan for construction of
additional hotels to synchronise with the coming on stream of the
International Airport, it means that in the meantime despite the
fact that we have been able to turn around the propaganda
campaign in terms of its effect on tourist arrivals, we have been hit
by another ‘Natural Disaster’.
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Economic Aggression

And then we have finally comrades, in terms of problenis and
difficulties which our Revolution has faced in the 22 years, ithe
many attempts by the US Administration, the Government of
Ronald Reagan to put a world wide economic squeeze in ouy

country. Fearing that the five natural disasters and the collapse
of the prices of our commodities would not be enough to turn
back the Revolution, they tried to block our International Airpaort
Project. One comrade from Kuwait showed me an entire book of
newspaper clippings in the Kuwait press dealing with our Inter-
national Airport. That would give you an idea of the world-wide
campaign, translated into several languages. The objective was to
prevent us from getting the additional US$30m required to
complete the building of our International Airport, the total cost
of which amounted to US$71m including the entire strip of 9000
feet, the terminal building, the night landing facilities and so on.

Then pressure on the European Economic Community (EEC)
to cut aid to Grenada, pressure on the International Monetary
Fund not to provide any loans to Grenada, pressure on the World
Bank similarly, pressure on the Caribbean Development Bank
(CDB), other international institutions, also instructions to many
of their companies not to give any credit to the local merchants
who import basic commodities into Grenada. In other words, they
have to pay in cash up front for everything. i

Fortunately for us comrades, less than three percent of

Grenada’s imports came from the USA, and the situation in
respect to exports is also similar. So the direct effect that the USA
can have on the Grenadian economy in terms of imports and
exports is extremely minimal. The few items we purchase from
the US are not of strategic importance and can be purchased very
easily from other countries. They also do not have any banks in
our country. That too had made it very difficult in terms of
financial manipulation of our country. Therefore, they have to
work through other governments and countries, through different
regional and international institutions. Not having any direct
leverage, they have been working indirectly to try to squeeze us.
The Foreign Minister of a leading West European country has told
us that hg has never experienced in his whole life so much pressure
as over aid to Grenada and he has been a politician all his life.
Despite all of that we are pleased to announce that US economic

squeeze attempts on Grenada have been a total failure. A disaster
for US imperialism up to this point in time.
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But Wi 2d The Money

ried to stop different countries from attending the
EEC Conference and to smash the conference before it started but
that failed. The conference was a success. We have been able to
raise approximately the vast majority of the remaining money for
our International Airport, over ninety percent of all the funds.
Therefore, their efforts failed completely and our International
Airport is being built on schedule and will be completed on
schedule.

They attempted to get the EEC to cut back on its assistance
to Crenada. As a matter of fact, the EEC has increased its
assistance offering, in addition to its normal programmes which
would amount to some $25 — 30m when you include all aspects
of it over the next five years, an additional EC$6m for the Inter-
national Airport Project.

Now The IMF — A Failure

They attempted in the IMF to block US$19m which we had
in fact applied for and which the American Executive Director
demanded be removed unceremoniously and indefinitely from the
agenda and which management had removed from the agenda. As
a result of our mobilization — diplomatically with ninety member
countries on the IMF, the item was restored to the agenda and
when the time came to vote, of the 21 executive directors on the
Board representing 141 countries, Grenada received twenty of the
twenty-one votes.

Now The CDB — A Failure

Even in the case of the Caribbean Development Bank, where
they were hoping to use the hostility of certain Governments in
the region against the Grenada Revolution as a means of trying to
create disunity and to smash a regional institution, the CDB, that
also failed. The US could easily provide bilateral assistance. There
is no treaty or law which says that one country cannot give
bilateral economic assistance to a country if it so desires, yet the
US instead of providing the money directly to Barbados,
Dominica, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Antigua or whoever they wanted
to give it to, they gave the money to the CDB to get it to break its
own Charter so that it would achieve one or two objectives, either
to throw Grenada out of the CDB or to smash the regional institu-
tion. We are happy to say that a number of governments recog-
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nized this and in fact were saying among themselves private
‘today it’s Grenada, tomorrow it could be us.” When the time cam;
to vote, every single Caribbean Government who was a member
the CDB voted to reject the money on the terms and condition:
demanded by the Americans. Another defeat for the US.

Hence The Manoeuvres

It is in this context that we have to understand the Amber

and the Amberines Manoeuvres, and the Red X Manoeuvres, and
the flashing of Aircraft carriers and other battle ships with over
100 fighting aircraft and 8000 men within our waters and within
2-300 miles off Grenada shores in recent weeks and months. We
must understand this in the context of their failure on the
propaganda front, their failure of their actual financing and
arming of counter-revolutionaries within our country whom our
people dealt with firmly. In other words, all their usual tactics of
fermentation of internal counter-revolution, of external economic
squeeze and of propaganda destabilization, the consequence of
total failure on all of these fronts combined with the growing
strength of the revolution internally and internationally have led
to ‘the greater flexing of muscles and greater practice runs for
military intervention and general open threat of use of force.

Corruption And Confusion

Comrades, what steps have we tried to take in terms of
dealing with these different problems? The infra-structure inheri.
re_d from Gairy, the five natural disasters, the collapse of the price
of our export orders, the decline in tourism. What have we done?
What have we tried to do in dealing with these problems? And
apart from dealing with these problems, what have we tried to do
positively in terms of developing the economic and social well-
being of our people? One of the first tasks we had at the time of
:"ﬂarc-h 13th, 1979 Revolution, which freed up a lot of resources

in order to use these resources on behalf of the people, was to
smash corruption and waste. We estimated that we saved in the
t‘:rstl year of the Revolution alone some EC$6m. And in a budget
gs jm}tr as ours that is a hefty amo unt, almost 12% of the recurrent
udget.

One of the steps we took secondly was the computerization
o‘f the budget. The incredible thing about the country was that
Gan-yk ran the country on a day to day and hour to hour basis. not
knowing whether the amount of customs revenue and in]and
revenue on any day would match the Government’s demands, He
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neve ernment revenues could meet the demands
fron 1ses fre which government had purchased
thing I also fr lifferent international institutions. In other
words, expenses of government each day, the revenue of
government day, was a joke operation with people going to
collect cheq for their salaries or their bills and being told to
come back a week from now, two weeks from now. This was
literally how the Ministry of Finance was run for years right up to
the time of the Revolution.

We put the entire national budget, the expenditure side
specifically, on the computer, computerized them, every Ministry
and department, every project, every programme so as to be able
to control the expenditures very strictly because we are running
the Government with a bureaucracy inherited from the colonial
and Gairy eras. So, before anything could be spent, it has to be
stamped by the computer and any business house or anybody who
provides materials or services to any Ministry or Department,
without the computer stamp on, that bill would not be paid by
the Ministry of Finance. Thiswas in fact advertised and announced,
so that everything had to be cleared centrally because the entire
programme, the entire budget was computerized based on the
process of budget formation which is an elaborate process in our
country. This was in order to maintain tight expenditure control
and to be able to scrutinize every bit of expenditure. Because our
country is so poor, because we have limited finances, this was
absolutely indispensable and it really paid off enormous dividends
for our country. Through the computer we have daily control over
expenditures of all Ministries and departments and all projects and
programmes of the Government. Any Ministry or Department can
make a phone call and find out from the Budget Section in the
Ministry of Finance exactly what funds are made available to
them, what they have spent and what remains etc., the entire
breakdown virtually up to that minute in time, since everything
has to go through the computer before anything is spent.

Work Plans

The third principle we introduced was the principle which
was gradually introduced over the last 2'4 years with the work
plans and work schedules in all Ministries and Departments and
linking that to the budget. The pattern until then was that people
would look and say last year we had $150,000 for this thing, but
think we need a couple more filing cabinets, a few more type-
writers, maybe we could do with an extra secretary, already we
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got $150,000, let us ask for $200,000 this year. This was the pro
cess by which the budget was prepared in the previous years.

And Work Schedules

We introduced the principle of forgetting what we got last
year completely and instead drafting a work plan for all of the
aims and objectives, ways and means of achieving them for that
particular Ministry or Department for the entire year ahead, and
then deriving the budget both in material terms, human resources
terms, financial terms that met the requirement of that work
plan.

And Demo cratization

Also democratization of the Ministry, the insistance on the
holding of staff meetings regularly. That still is a struggle because
the guys at the top in these ministries did not like the idea of staff
meetings. We have been fighting a battle on insisting on regular
staff meetings at least once 2 month and in some cases, twice a
month so that all matters affecting that Ministry or Department
can be raised and discussed democratically. In the formation of
the budget this process is critical. Tt is a constant struggle that is
being waged within the different ministries and departments.
There can be no saving on light bills, there can be no savings on
other forms of energy wastage, on wastage of stationery, the
genera_ﬁ wastage of material and so on, quite apart from the
question of corruption, without the democratic involvement of
every worker within the Ministry or Department. Ideas for the
creative development of work in that Ministry or De;.)artmem too,
can only come through the demoeratic involvement of everybody
in the Ministry, breaking down the old system of orders frorh
above going downwards and that’s the beginning and end of it all.
Qf course, the principle of work plans and work schedules was
intended to prevent a system of simply pushing paper ‘which was
Futzx]ly unable to evaluate whether any work was beiné done at all
in the relevant Ministries or Departments by the people there.

And A National Plan

Fourthly, the development of a one i

2 ) vear budget into a
year plan. We have been in the process of trying to develop ?)11]11:
one year budget and transforming it into a one year plan for the
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country a ole and as part of that exercise too, the democra-
tization of the whole process.

And Human Resource Development

The fifth point was the critical area of human resource
development. Through massive training programmes which t.h.e
Revolution has undertaken, sending over 300 youths on university
scholarships, several more on medium level, technical college level
scholarships, reduction of the cost of secondary education from
$37.50 to $25.00 to €19.50 then from last September completely
free secondary education so as to involve everybody. The develop-
ment of the Nursing School, the establishment of the Hotel
Training School, the establishment of the Fisheries Training
School, the establishment of the In-Service Training Unit for the
training of public servants as well as secretaries, accountants and
everyone, the development of the Grenada Technical and
Vocational Institute which process has only begun and has a long
way to go, the development of the Institute for Further Educa-
tion, all of these institutions and more as a direct attempt to
develop the human resources potential on which the development
of the economy rest fundamentally.

They Come To Help

In addition to that, the return of many dozens of Grenadians
from abroad with professional skills have also made a tremendous
difference in the development of the economy of the country. In
addition to that, we have many Caribbean people, Jamaicans,
Guyanese, Trinidadians, St. Lucians, Vincentians and Barbadians
who have come to Grenada to live and work for our people and
our Revolution, making tremendous contributions to our process
of economic and social transformation.

New Institutions

The sixth area of great concern to us, which we started to
work on right away is the area of institution building and in some
cases, restructuring institutions already in existence, in order to
meet the needs of the new situation. We had the development of
the Marketing and National Importing Board, which is a state
trading corporation for the importation of basic necessities for the
people in order to eliminate the profiteering by certain merchants
and the monopoly practices of these merchants, and to provide
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certain basic necessities for the people of Grenada at the cheapes
price possible. The development of the (_}rerlada Develnpmm.
Bank (GDB) which existed before but whmhl was in a state of
total bankruptey with most of the money having been s_tulen by
the Gairy regime in a very vulgar way, with money moving from
one bank to another and half of it disappearing in between. This
bank has been playing a tremendous role especially in the area of
small and medium farmers and middle people in expanding pro-
duction developing projects.

Our Own Bank
The development of a state commercial bank, the National
Commercial Bank, which was started about two years and one
month ago, has had tremendous impact in forcing the foreign
banks to pay better interest to the people, to lend money at
lower interest rates and other factors of this sort. The National
Commercial Bank now accounts for somewhere between % and
1/3 of all bank deposits in Grenada and is the second largest bank
in the island. Whereas most banks in the first two or three years
of operation go through a period of losses while building up their
deposits and loan portfolio, we are happy to say that the National
Commercial Bank in its first year of operation made $12m profits
and in the second year $1.2m, a profit which goes to the people of
Grenada to be spent on programmes to benefit them, rather than
in the pockets of a few individuals.

We also set up the Grenada Resorts Corporation (GRC)
pulling together the state owned hotels into one company. The
Grenada Farms Corporation groups the different Government
estates inherited from the Gairy regime, which were in a dilapida-
ted‘and run-down condition, not being worked in a commercial
basgs. We put them in one company to develop agriculture in a
serious way as well as to develop surplus in the area of agriculture,
for the state. We established Grenada Agro-Industries Limited to
develo;{ nectars, juices, jams, jellies and so on, as well as coffee
processing. We set up the National Fishing Company which com-

fund imitted and materials already ordered, approxi-
mate ne in every ten houses in Grenada, and I might
add the poorest 10% of the houses in Grenada, would have been
repaired under the House Repair Programme, involving repay-
ment of the funds by the recipients over a period of five to ten
years, interest free.

We have also set up Grencraft, which is an institution located
in the capital where over 300 handicraft people, some of our most
skilled handicraft people through the length and breadth of
Grenada, have submitted their handicraft work, their art work,
furniture and artifacts of some sort for sale. So we have developed
an outlet requiring and demanding high quality for the handicraft
of our country.

Apart from this, we had to restructure completely the
Ministry of Planning and are still in the process of doing so. The
same for the Budget Section in the Ministry of Finance and we
are now seeking to develop a Department of Statistics in the
Ministry of Planning. This is a critical ingredient in the planning
process as well as to develop the computer centre also for the
same purposes.

We have sought, therefore, to build the state sector, to build
the co-operative sector through the development of associations and
institutions that are oriented towards production, towards the
creation of a surplus and not with a mentality of being sub-
sidised by the Treasury because with that mentality, their
value as organs of production would be useless,

In the area of re-building the infra-structure of the country,
several developments have taken place. Comrades, I am sure if
they have not yet done so, will visit the International Airport
Project. The runway is under construction, there is the stone
crushing and asphalt plant operation which is important not only
for the Airport Project, but also for the restructuring of the roads
and feeder roads once the Airport is completed. Add to this all
the other items of infra-structure that I have mentioned before:

the Port Expansion, Roads and Feeder Roads Development,
electricity generation, telephone, water, housing, hospitals, clinics
and so on. I can tell you that we have been able, despite
tremendous difficulties and pressures, and the attempts of im-
perialism to stop us, during the two and a half years of the Revolu-
tion, to mobilize over $300m of the $600m required for the
infra-structural development of Grenada.

prises both a fishing fleet to catch fish, as well as a processing
plant which has begun to provide salted fish, smoked fish for the
local market and which has already begun to export a few
thousand pounds of salted fish to Caricom countries, and we set
up of the National Housing ‘Authority to provide housing for our
people. In terms of a housing repair programme, funds have been
mobili:u_ad for that to such an extent that more than 5% of all the
houses in Grenada have received materials and have been repaired
under this programme. Before the end of this year, based on

What then are some of the most fundamental aspects of the
strategy of development which we are pursuing?
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Firstly, in terms of the ownership structure, we are pi
a mixed economy with a dominant state sector. As we see
there are four possibilities, theoretical possibilities. Ore is
state sector approach. A second is a total private sector free enter-
prise approach and then the third and fourth are both mixed
economy approaches, one the mixed economy = privaic Sector
dominant and the other mixed economy — state sector dominant,
It is the latter that we adopted. We adopted this approach because
it is the only approach in our view that is realistie, possible and
feasible within the context of our country —a small developing
country starting from an extremely primitive economic base.

I want comrades to note, those comrades of whom I suspect
there are very few in this room but nevertheless, those who may
have in their minds any dominant bourgeois ideology on the
question of economic development, they being products of the
kind of text books that I, for one have been brought up on in the
field of economics, I want you to note that in the last 400 years
of private sector in Grenada, it took the PRG to develop saltfish
right here in Grenada, instead of importing it from Canada. Four
hundred vears saw the private sector quite happy to import salt
fish. With 400 years of private sector in Grenada, it took the
PRG to develop smoked herrings in Grenada. With 400 years
of private sector, it took the PRG to produce mango slices, mango
juice, mango nectar, soursop juice, soursop nectar, tamarind juice
and nectar and all the other range of juices. With 400 years of
private sector and eight million pounds of mangoes falling on the
ground and rotting in Grenada, it took the PRG to take those
mangoes, to can and bottle the nectars, nutmeg jellies and others,
first of all researched, developed, perfected and now mass
produced by the PRG, after 400 vears of private sector. For those
developing L.'Oun‘.rie.‘i \-Ivho wish to wait for the private sector to
develop their economies whether local or foreign, we say good
luck, we would examine you again in 400 years time.

We therefore see from the evidence of Grenada stripped of
;:Zui;::;i::jl erlbozha:!rllapgculations and the usu‘aI theological
il M qée ina f}f of some st)-('aJ!ed economists, free from

Lhat, : e context of Grenada, that the leading
‘fg:ﬁi;;:g?eluorr !Lto gie-t;heai I'_.de, is the sitate sector and we make no
on our x:{mcret‘e‘ cond;-tejff:c‘jq”er stra;:jgy 2 Erdomnent b o
AL 1on 15 a mixed economy, state sector
ges The second point I want to make is that the main centres for
{ entration of our economic efforts 3 -
industries, tourism and fisheries, T 210 Mieidtus, 810

. and fisheries. Therefore, further down the line
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in terns ¢ veight within our country in the foreseeable
future cor non-agrobased light industries and handicraft.

Export Orientation

Thirdly, I want to make the point that the mobilization of
capital required for these different sectors of the economy, for
the infra-structural development, as well as the need for human
resources development, including management and skill training,
all of the points I have already made and which are critical in the
whole process of development, to these points I wish to add as a
critical factor, the need for a strategy (as we are pursuing) of
export orientation. Which is not to say that we are not pursuing a
policy of import substitution with respect to our large import bill.
But it is to emphasise that the moment we start to produce any-
thing in our economy in a serious way or even half serious way, if
we don't find export markets for it, we dead. A very simple reason
is that our population is 110,000. The experts told us that we
only need 300 acres of our rich and fertile soil to produce all of
the fresh foods required to feed all the people of Grenada. There-
fore, even for the lettuce, tomatoes, carrots and cabbage, not to
mention manufactured items, even for the most basic fresh foods
and vegetable items, we have to find external markets in order to
satisfy the needs to employ all our people and to raise their
income and hence their material standard of living. So export
orientation in the situation of a tiny domestic or home market is
one of the fundamental requirements of our developmental
efforts.

End Unemployment

The area of agriculture is recognised as the most important
sector of our economy, the base, the bed-rock of anything else we
do. Agriculture would then fit directly into the agro-industry and
also into tourism expansion. A lot of our fresh agricultural
products can also be exported directly in that state, and are being
exported directly at this time as faraway as to Britain.

But in developing our agriculture, we have, as a necessary
ingredient, to move rapidly to develop what we have already begun,
which is the Land Reform Programme. We have to have a Land
Reform Programme. One third of our land is idle, one third of
our people are idle and one third of the cash in the foreign banks
is idle. We have in our country, which is of course one way of
defining an under-developed country — idle lands, idle hands and




B e e b el mair ur concern and the main features and strategy of

i _ Qur intention is to combi . .
el ment. That is the reason devel o are seeKing to pursue.

i i loy

to deal with the guestion of unemploy! .

fgr the importance v S e an}? 5 C‘:[.:‘Bf} o 1 LONG I T WORKING CLASS OF GRENADA!
growth and expansion of the state sector in the area nancia e winli S

i Thathm Iwahf:l "I\%(:af!:?:f (52:1';:1?2203: Ca:clil?fja?m?{.“;;s};:. [ONG LIVE SOLIDARITY WITH THE GRENADIAN
:?u?nsit;\]:rtg;lfe:cg; t‘;wJ].I;nd Commission has been able to identify REVOLUTION! '
7 — 8000 acres of idle land. We have in our country, some FORWARD EVER! BACKWARD NEVER!
10,500 unemp loyed people of whom 77% are between the ages of

15 and 29 years of age and of whom 50% approximately are

women. We believe that the expansion of agriculture through the

mechanisms of the Land Reform Programme, the development of

co-operatives of unemployed youths and women, as well as the

development of the agro-industrial sector, the tourism sector and

Fisheries industry, that we can in fact eliminate unemployment

from our country within the next 5 — 8 years and we think we can

achieve it.

Our policy in agriculture not only stresses therefore the
development of the state sector in agriculture, through the
Grenada Farms Corporation and Land Reform Programme to deal
with the idle lands, and the mobilization of the idle youths
through the co-operatives. In addition to that, there is the provi-
sion of markets, fertilizers, feeder roads and other forms of
assistance to the small and medium peasantry of our country,
assisting them in better organization of themselves and also provid-
ing them with better agricultural extension services. This is all in
the interest of expanding their production so that we can in fact
have a tremendous increase in agricultural production and in
exports from the state sector in agriculture and from the small
and medium farmer private sector in agriculture.

Finally comrades, in terms of just hitting on some of the high
points of our strategy of economic development, I want to end by
pointing out the last one which I plan to outline which is the area
of political education and organization of the working class and
.the peasantry — all of the working people. And to emphasise that
in our view this question of political education and organization
of the working people of the country is of fundamental and deci-
sive 1mp_0rtance in any strategy of economic development. In that
sense, pillar No. 3 the economy, links directly with pillar No. 1,
political mobilization, organization and education of the people.
R ?r?h%ri?czdm 3??;' 15[-]_311 overview, an outline of the economy we
i i rod he |.:ffet_'ent o‘bjectlves and otherwise, which we
e veufiaie - mht e first 2% years of the Revolution, what

sought to take in dealing with this problem, the

some
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Cde. Jacqueline Creft, Minister of EFducation.
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THE OF MASS EDUCATION IN FREE GRENADA.

ADD E. JACQUELINE CREFT,
MINIST EDUCATION
Comr ades
Nearly four hundred years of colonial rule left many deformi-

ties in our country, but it would be true to say that such
deformity had the most serious and pervasive consequences for
our Fducation system. On the minds of our people were left
permanent and profound scars which have not been easy to wipe
away, and which will require revolutionary transformation in our
schools and right through the institutions of our new society, to
finally eradicate.

What were the results of the colonial education system, both
upon our economy and upon our minds? Of course, now in
Grenada, our perception of Education is that it is a basic, un-
questionable right for all our people, a permanent right as our
Comrade Prime Minister is always saying, from the cradle until
the grave. But if we look backwards, both to the days of British
rule and to the neo-colonial dictatorship of Eric Gairy, we would
see clearly that Education — like Health or any form of social
security — was a commodity to be bought and sold. It was some-
thing which, in those backward years, could only be afforded by
the few, by the upper class group of expatriates, planters and the
small comprador class that gradually grew up in our country.

Education could also be afforded by the tiny local middle
class whose primary function was to service the oppressive admin-
istrative structures set up by the British colonialists.

Education and Colonialism

But the vast mass of the people, the workers who produced
the wealth of our country for the purpose of enriching Britain
were excluded from genuine education. Some of them got no
formal schooling at all, but spent their lives from early childhood
to the day they died condemned to illiteracy which went with
unremitting toil. Others were put into formal school buildings,
but what they received there could hardly be called education.
A sketchy and imperfect knowledge of the “3 R’s” — reading,
writing and arithmetic — was driven into these children of
workers, often by the harsh, unnecessary, and sometimes down-
right cruel use of the strap. They learnt by a system of rote
learning and chanting things by heart which precluded thought
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and reasoning. They had little access to books, little or no .55
to the Arts or the Spiences, no outlet for their talent and
creativity, little or no opportunity for expressing their physical
energy through sport. Their four or five years of primary or so-
called “All-Age” schooling was all too often a kind of imprison-
ment. All but the exceptional emerged from this only able to sign
their names or read with difficulty, only able to do the simplest
addition and subtraction of their daily pennies. They were, at
best, semi-literate. Added to this they were brain-washed into
seeing themselves as dunces without any future except that of
obeying instructions from above, without any future other than
to be agricultural serfs receiving daily blows as passively as they
had received their daily licks in school. Workers got their licks
from employers and from the society, children wilted under
their licks from parents and teachers. It was a society of violent
oppression, of ugliness and deformity through and through.

The educational structure I have described obviously reflec-
ted and perpetuated the class society that the colonialists estab-
lished in their empires to suit their purposes. It was no accident
that the masses of the people received either no schooling at all,
or only the most rudimentary schooling in appalling physical
conditions, to which was usually added the handicap of inade-
quate nutrition. This was how the colonialists fashioned the
working people into instruments of labour, toiling from morning
till night with medieval tools to cut the cane and cocoa that
swelled the coffers of the British Empire. In contrast the ruling-
class minority received preparatory and secondary education at
sophisticated academic levels that could match those of elite
education in Britain.

But because this elite education for the colonies was made,
packaged and wrapped in England like all the other products we
were forced to import, it also carried the stamp and postmark of
England, so that those few who received it would copy and learn
to mimic all those camouflaged vices from the metropolis, which
were behind the economic and mental oppression of the Caribbean
people.

The elite “Mimic Men” learnt through their schooling to serve
with reverence the interests and culture of colonial power. They
absorbed the lesson that they were the obedient subjects of the
British monarch, and many ended up despising the country of
their birth. Those who stayed in Grenada helped the British to
perpetuate the oppression of the majority. But a great numbet
of them seeking the advancement they were denied here, often
determined to wash the dust off their feet, emigrated to the
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centres ist power to work there. This represented an

that drained away from our country the

of dollars that those oppressed labourers

3 , nutmeg and sugar had poured into their educa-

And, of course, it further subsidized the economies of the
already rich exploiting countries of Britain and North America.

The Need For Transformation

Comrades, ever since our party was formed. in March 1973,
high upon our list of priorities has been the transformation of
this twisted education system that we inherited from colonialism
and from Gairy, We were determined to change a system which
so powerfully excluded the interests of the mass of our people,
and which also wove webs of fear, alienation and irrelevance
around our children’s minds . . . . Whether it was Little Miss
Muffet, The Cow Jumped over the Moon, William the Congqueror,
Wordsworth’s Daffodils, or the so-called “discoveries” by
Christopher Columbus of the so-c alled “New World™.

The lucky few of us who went to secondary school learned
about Cromwell’s revolt but not about that of Fedon. We learned
about the reforms of Wilberforce yet nothing of Marryshow. They
made us read Shakespeare and Jane Austen, but kept silent about
George Lamming. Right from the beginning of our struggle we
called for an Education system which not only serviced all our
people, secondary schools which would freely open the doors to
all our people, without the constraint of fees but also a curricu-
lum which would eliminate absurdity from our classrooms and
focus our children’s minds upon their own island, their own
wealth, soil and crops, their own solutions to the problems that
surrounded them. For too long we had been brainwashed to
think that only Europe or North America held the answers. We
wanted a system which caused our people to /ook to themselves
and extract the riches from the genius of our own people. As one
of our great anti-colonial thinkers T. Albert Marryshow was
saying in 1917, ‘We feel that we are being sufficiently grounded
to stand on our rock, keeping the West Indies of the future true
to our particular identity’.

The main cry of our people and the thrust of our people’s
new vision was for mass education at all levels to counter the
elitism and exclusiveness of colonial education. The goals of mass
education are to develop in our people those very gualities and
skills which colonial education had attempted to crush and
destroy. Firstly the new education aims to develop in all our
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We are putting into practice mass education for women.
National Women’s Organization has already ;1ltra(r'teff an entllmr
tic and dynamic membership of 7,000 women. PhlS‘OF.ga]jllZ{x‘
is committed to raising women’s knowledge and consciousness
their society and of politics, and to giving them the organizatio
skills necessary for expanding community democracy a_nd W(:Il'u:-..

Listen to the kinds of topics that more than 3,000 -N_\x--
women have been studying in serious seminars and courses since
the Revolution:

—  Grenada’s history from the Caribs to 1979.

—  Grenada’s economy: how to overcome under-develop-
ment. !
Topics in world history and international affairs.
The role of women in Grenada before and since the
Revolution.
The importance of education in the establishment of
Peoples’ Power.
Women's needs and participation in the establishment of
a People’s Democracy.
Methods of organizing women'’s groups.
Maternity law rights.
First aid training.

The majority of NWO seminars have been held in rural areas,
to help compensate for the grossly inadequate educational facili-
ties that the British and Gairy left there. Special emphasis has
been put on seminars for women agricultural workers, and women
workers in general.

This is the beginning of mass education for women, In a short
2% years it has already had dynamic results. Firstly there has been
a marked increase in women’s participation in areas of the
economy they were previously not involved in. Every day more

and more women are entering fields such as fishing, furniture-
ma[ﬂ{ng, welding, driving buses, taxi and bulldozers, and studying
dentistry and agriculture, Secondly there has been a tremendous
upsurge of women involved in organs of popular power. Besides

the 27% of ti:le Nation's women who are NWO members, women
are also playing the leading role in running the Young, Pioneer
Moveynent‘ are participating equally and sometimes more than
men in Zonal and Workers' Council meetings and Communit
Brigades, and have greatly increased theijr ticipation i 4
voluntary militia. Thr’rdfy‘ and h g lctpatlop i
g Sl befer 1 perhaps this is the h.asu; of t}‘xe
self confidence as a result ohi"rh?;vmg i o s
: neir march towards equal rights,
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the upgra education and their experience of participa-
tion in th rammes and councils of the Revolution. If
this is onl nning of mass education for women, then our
women have a ht future ahead of them.

‘gach One, Teach One’

We have started to build the structures for mass education for
all adults in the coemmunity who want it, Holding fast to the
maxim that democracy and illiteracy are irreconcilable, we created
a mass literacy programme, the Centre for Popular Education, or
C.P.E. This used volunteer teachers all around our island to tutor
individually our illiterate and semi-literate comrades to whom
education had always been a distant and unreachable process.

We reached everyone with the CPE. Teenage teachers were
teaching peasant farmers in their sixties and seventies, grand-
mothers were teaching unemployed or.drop-out youth.

The CPE became proof and symbol of our mass approach to
education, and along with the teaching came other important
features of our Revolution: mass mobilization of the community
in the forming of new organizational structures, a blo9mmg of
song, dance, poetry and drama, a new apprenticeship_m_demo~
cracy and mass participation, and an embrace of tAhe principles of
emulation — to provide incentives and inspiration for further
advance and achievement. We found that our people had a huge
appetite to learn and organize, and also to teach. “Each one, teach
one!” proclaimed posters on walls the length and’breadth of our
country, “If you know, teach! If you don’t, learn!” The thousands
who voluntarily answered these calls were living and real proof to
us how much value all our people, children, wor_kers and the aged,
put upon the living, dynamic activity of educating themselves and

: er.

B %t}re CPE in its first stage has helped hundreds of adults _all

over the country to become literate and. catch up on the skills
which they were so cruelly deprived of in the past. I:lecause of

the individual tuition method, it has hat.i an u‘nusually high success
rate compared to literacy programmes In various other dev.elopmg
countries. The second stage and later stages of the CPE will offer
adult education to the newly literate adults and also to ojchers who
feel that their past education has been inadequate and distorted in
the bad old days of Gairy and the British rulers. .

The CPE will be able to offer to the people of our communi-
ties the formal recognition and encouragement of their cultural
expression that was despised and driven underground by
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. .ted throughout Grenada istory
d been deprived and neglectec ! LK ; ¥
}::'Iilt' the Cifmrnunity School Day ngmmmc‘hah started the
process of returning our schools to the community and the com.
munity to the schools. We encouraged anyone in the community
who had a valuable, popular skill to come into T.hl:.schm;ul - no
longer the colonial fortress - and teach it to tht:r fr}\'!mmn On the
day when their teachers were studying at the NISTEP centres, We
asked for and got farmers, singers, drummers, artists, carpenters,
masons, accordionists, patois teachers, storytellers, boat builders,
basket-makers, seamstresses, medical workers and others. All these
brothers and sisters are making the schools their own on this day,
We started vacation workshops for community volunteers
who were helping on this day and instituted emulation procedures
to create more momentum in the programme. Despite being
lagued by shortages of materials and money, we are finding that
plag : - £
our people are responding very positively to the call to re-define
their schools as workshops of the strengths and skills of the
community. We are also trying to stimulate our craftsmen and
builders in each neighbourhood to continue and consolidate the
tasks ofbschool repair through the programme. Such work, done
vull:lntarl]y, would take enormous strain from our heavily besieged
national budget, and make our people feel even more that the
schools are truly their property.
And conversely, we also said to the children ‘This is your day
:.‘q get to lfnow your community. Go out to the factories, the
istorical sites, the beau_ty spots, the fishing beaches, the farms,
the workshops, the agro-industrial plants. Learn from the people
learn from th ; i i i
m the workers, respect their skills — for it i hei
excellence and productivi gt o et
e r]: % ucti\'l%_v that our society will grow and
A oy If‘ul of this, we began to see a new interaction
: € schools and their communities ti f
organized parental and co i b S e
g o mmunity support and interest in the
» and a mew respect for all those vital
culture which had b vital aspects of our
b ad been shamefully locked |
during the colonial time. We wer e gt o1, o eoals
schools coull of Tt B e'\M:rf' beginning to see that our
me agents and catalysts which would

in the words of our b
7 3 @ sd  Jamaic:
emancipate our minds rlt-?rr;d S brother, Bob Marley,

destroy all the co mental slavery’, and attack and
i mple i i i
minds before the Refnlt}l(;i:hwh they had helped to form in our

A Revolution In Edueation Too!

_Comrades, Educati
lapsing stage under theozjhad become a grim farce on a col-

ctatorship.
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In Grenada now it is a

SErious, 1d many-sided activity that is penetrating the
lives of a/ ple. The elitist concept of secondary education
for those n afford it has been blasted by the introduction
of free secondar education.

We have seen the opening in 1980 of the Bernadette Bailey
Secondary School in Happy, Hill, only the second government
secondary school in our history, Four hundred years of
colonialism gave us one, the second year of the Revolution gave us
our second! Free school uniforms and books were distributed
this year through the national infra-structure of the National
Women’s Organization, involving the mass organization rather
than paid government officials in tasks of community mobiliza-
tion and distribution.

The one, yearly Island Scholar, that ornament to colonial
elitism. has now grown to 300 university scholarships last year,
to countries stretching as far as the world stretches. Look for us
in Hungary, in Australia, India, the Soviet Union, in Venezuela,
Canada, Czechoslovakia, Tanzania, Zambia, Nigeria, Cuba,
Bulgaria, France and Mexico — you will see young Grenadians
studying hard, preparing to return and serve our people! Look
for our infants, you will find them in the many new pre-primary
schools we have opened right through our country. Look for our
primary school children — you will see them drinking free milk
to nourish their growing bodies. Look for our workers — you
will see them studying their history and struggles in the Workers'
Education classes being organized in factories, farms, offices and
workplaces all through our country. You will see them arguing,
debating, putting their points, asserting their right to discuss,
participate, frame and build the future of their country. Look
for them at nights — you will find them organizing and educating
each other at Workers’ Parish Councils, panel discussions,
solidarity meetings with the people of Chile, El Salvador, Namibia,
Angola, Western Sahara and South Africa. For in our country the
cause of education has elided with the cause of the mass mobiliza-
tion of our people — to raise consciousness, raise activity, raise the
will and organization to build a new country, over the debris of
the old colonial and neo-colonial order.

Comrades, when we declare in our slogan that ‘Education is
a must!” we are declaring that for everyone in our country it is not
only a right, it is an imperative. For without it we can neither
grow nor develop, we can only regress — as we did under the
gloom of the dictatorship. With it, we can and will transform our
nation, and in doing so, transform ourselves and our children, and
become a catalyst for the growth of people’s power right through
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our region. And as production becomes more and more & i

on our schools’ curriculum, our schools will also become eco: (
bases for our children’s development. For we have to bring home
to our students and youth the truth that Education is Production
too, that any separat rom an
productive strategy and drive of the nation is a Loltal]y artificial
premise, Our education system must be synthesised with the
thrust of our economy, which means that our schools need to
become production centres that will, in the word_s of that great
Caribbean man, José Marti, see our students holding hoes in the
morning for their work in the fields, and books and pens in the
afternoon for their work in the classrooms and libraries.

So finally comrades, let it be clear that the Grenadian
Revolution is a Revolution in Education too. Tt is steeped in the
belief that knowfedge and economic power must be inseparable
and that our people's total liberation can only come with the
balance and equal consolidation of both.

Comrades, once more | extend a warm and fraternal welcome
to you. May the bonds between us all take root and grow, as our
brothers and sisters all over the world grasp education as a funda-
mental tool of liberation for their oppressed and working peoples:

LONG LIVE EDUCATION AS A RIGHT NOT A PRIVILEGE!
LONG LIVE FRIENDSHIP, UNDERSTANDING AND PEACE!
LONG LIVE THE REVOLUTION!

FORWARD EVER . . . BACKWARD NEVER!;

ion of education from the economic and

'|]\'-DUSTR" ALLZ [ON PROSPECTS IN GRENADA
ADDRESS BY CDE. KENRICK RADIX

MINISTER FOR JUSTICE, INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
AND FISHERIES.

Sisters and brothers, comrade delegates, let me join the
chorus of welcome that has been extended by the Leader of the
Revolution, our Party, our Government and People t& expres our
deep appreciation for your presence, our tremendous admiration
of your unity and solidarity, and say that the Grenada Revolution
salutes all the participants at this very historic meeting. I think
the Comrade Prime Minister in his address a few days ago
characterized the Grenada economy as an open economy. By this
he meant that there were no vertical and horizontal structures
linking the output of one activity as the input into another sector.
In fact the history and the economic history of our region from
which Grenada did not escape was the fact that we were primary
producers, first and foremost of sugar-cane, which made the
imperialist countries of today strong and powerful. We did not
escape that legacy. And therefore industrialization in Grenada is
very similar to all the islands of the Caribbean where slavery was
dominant. Thus, we became after slavery prime exporters of
agricultural commodities and in our case cocoa, nutmeg and
bananas, and in turn we imported food and other industrial
products.

Grenada’s industrial sector is very, very small indeed, contri-
buting about 3—4% of the gross domestic product. A recent
survey revealed that there are about one hundred manufacturing
enterprises and when we say manufacturing you have to say a
small scale of manufacturing. Over 50% of these manufacturing
enterprises can be classified as “Cottage Industries” employing less
than five workers, particularly in the handicraft and furniture
industry. About twenty enterprises are responsible for over 80%
of the total industrial production by value. And these consist pri-
marily of the manufacture of edible oil, soap, alcoholic and non-
alcoholic beverages and clothing. As we said, before the Revolu-
tion there was neve even a match stick industry in the country.

Employment in the manufacturing sector remains constant
over the past decade. For example in 1970 two thousand workers
were engaged in manufacturing activities, 8% of the labour force.
By 1975 only 300 additional workers found employment in this
sector, whereastotal employment increased by over four thousand.

61




Cde. Kenrick Raodix, Minister for Justice, Industrial Development and

I 1980 es _. led that "th(-. manufacturing sector em-
plOYEd abou ‘kers or 10% of the work force.

Ch:ll‘:li.‘terihhu- al Industry

Industrial production in Grenada is geared primarily towards
the satisfaction of local consumer demand. Only limited commo-
dities including furniture, garments and lately, agro-industrial
products are exported from this section. i '

A salient feature of the local manufacturing sector — and
indeed the same can be said for the entire Caribbean — is the high
jmport content of these manufactured products, resulting in a
high-priced non-competitive product. This is so as quite often the
basic raw material imputs imported are astronomically high.

Another characteristic of local industry is the high ratio of
investment cost per job, as in the case of a new enterprise which
was stated to be opened just before the Revolution. To create one
single job in that enterprise, a flour mill, came at the cost of
US$46,000.00.

However, local industry is best noted for the absence of any
functional systematic organization structures. This is so as most of
the local industries are family type units, resulting in the absence
of proper organization along proper business lines.

In the past, Grenada’s true industrial potential remained un-
realised. Several factors attributed to this adverse situation, the
first being the absence over the last decade of any industrial
development policy and strategy. Critical questions such as the
desired kind of industries, their sectoral orientation and linkages,
investment criteria, and methodical approach were never
defined. Consequently industrial activitie¥ were ad hoc and often
incompatible with the national interest.

~In consistent attempts to promote industry under the
Regional Fiscal Incentive Act of 1974, and the spurious “QOpera-
tion Industrialization and Employment Bootstring” was one of
the dictator’s weird and fancy dreams in which there was a helter
skelter dash for a greatly forwarding industrialization. But it had
a zero effect in the country. Tt was yet just another dream. All
failed to affect a satisfactory level of industrialization. This was
primarily due to: the lack of proper infrastructural facilities such
as water, roads, electricity, etc., the absence of a proper institu-
tional framework for screening and implementing and monitoring
investment activity, an inadequate Grenada Agl_'icultural Industrial
Development Corporation, generally inconsistent government
. practices as well, coupled with the fact of the 10% commission
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which used to be payable to Gairy if anything was to place in
ountry.

e {These' internal problems are compounded by th!-" lness of
the regional markets, high inflation rates and the_ low leve]
entrepreneurship existing in the country where the few innovatjy,
businessmen are in fact guided along a path of cautious optimjg,
rather than productive adventurism. In fact one could say quig,
honestly that the situation in Grenada a_nd 1pdeed: in the so-calleg
less developed countries is that a historic attitude has bee,
developed in a class, whereby it simply gets a letter form, puts oy
a 10¢ stamp and writes off to England or the United States ang
says, “would you send me down ten yards of cloth please, twq
dozen needles and a couple of pairs of shoes?” And then thy
comes back and a high mark up is put on and they make the
money that way. This is part of the historic legacy of this region,
And our businesses, if one can speak collectively, have not beep
inactive. [ think some call it in classical economics the entre-
preneurship. In fact to break the historic cycle of economic
dependence and stagnation means a much more active aggressive
economic programme of development. Further, the public sector
involvement as the vanguard of economic development is the key
for opening the economic avenues for real development.

The Development Strategy

Conscious of thfe need for structural change in the economy,
the People's Revolutionary Government has expressed and indeed
acted to promote a strong commitment towards the principle of

I[:dgslria] Development where feasible and compatible with
National Interest. Unlike the Gairy dictatorship which promulgated
!:he concept of “Industrialization by Invitation’, our government
1; advocating a policy of “Import Substitution Industrialization”
through the greater utilization of indigenous natural and human
;zi:t:fci;. - Thtﬁ.strat,eg}' will be affected by a vigorous and leading
s % ef‘ public sector within the economy, joint ventures with
: oreign interest and the provision of the necessary incen-
tives and assistance to the private sector,

Certainly we in the Revolution do not believe that we have so0

much :

entreprfer:fgﬂ?To iikihﬁ‘- We would be so free as to wait for the
: 15 own time . £

needs are identified and to come, as if by magic, where

: activities that : e
rofi : are economic, that ar
fh eseta:::’ ilézi:ﬁ?{edcompauble with social development. Where
development 6, e itate il play a leading role in the
and natural resources in our country:
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of the materja]

The st rimarily aimed at finding urgent solutions to the
problem: i unemployment and under-employment, high

Ieve}ljs - n and towards diversification of the economic base
of the cou

Policies And Incentives For Future Industrial Development

Along with the People’s Revolutionary Government’s partici-
pation and sectoral orientation of industrial activities, the role of
the private sector is particularly important. The Government
accepts the principle of a mixed economy and invites the partici-
pation of local and foreign private and cooperative sectors. To this
end, a draft Investment Code has been published and is to be
circulated to and studied by the mass organizations in the country.
This code outlines the policies which will inspire and guide the
role of the private and cooperative sector within our nation.

Basically foreign investment will be guided and inspired by
the following broad principles.

1. Foreign investment must be compatible with Govern-
ment’s economic and social goals.

Foreign investment should mean that foreign funds
must be invested into our economy. We have had a
bitter experience historically where merely to be foreign
meant that you didn’t have to have security of any sort.
You just walked into the bank and said, “Mr. Banker, I
am from the United States or from England” and right
away funds started flowing your way, whereas the local
people in our country had no access whatsoever,
whether they had skills or not, to these socially owned
funds.

Foreign investment should actively signify a transfer of
technology adequate for Grenada's stage of industrial
development.

Foreign Investment, where possible, should take advan-
tage of Grenada’s surplus labour force. Agreements
should provide for the training of natlon'aisbof Grenada
to replace designated expatriate staff within a reason-
able time.

New industrial activities should have the ultimate effect
of stabilizing the cost of living and in the most extreme
cases should not contribute towards an increase. The
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retail price of similar manufacmll'ed proc?un:ts shf:x;id be,
at least, competitive with the price of similar imported
products.

The most important industrial activities would be those
which maximize the use of locally-available raw mate-
rials for conversion and supply to the domestic and
export market.

Foreign investment activities which minimize the use of
imported energy or supplement natural energy or sup-
plement natural energy resources, such as solar, for the
promotion of industrial efficiency will be more favoured.

Further, the Government has moved to provide the necessary

institutional support by the recent establishing of the Ministry of
Industry and Fisheries to deal specifically with the promotion,
implementation and monitoring of industrial activity. This is un-
like under the dictatorship, where activities related to industry
were diffused among various Government departments resulting in
continuous chaos and innumerable delays.

The massive infrastructural expansion already undertaken by

the government will alleviate the former problems faced by local
industry.

Industrial Opportunities And Potential

In the attempt at the greater utilization of local raw material
and creating greater inter-sectoral linkages and value added, the
following priority areas for manufacturing have been identified,
and are in various stages of implementation.

Comrades here may have already been informed that in the
1973 issue of the manifesto of the New Jewel Movement, there
were four basic pillars of the economy that were identified for
development. Whereas in 1973 at the time of the advance of the
independence of Grenada, the Gairy dictatorship went all round
the country and in the world, telling people that independence
would bring money and that he would get a money machine to
meet the needs of the people. In our manifesto in 1973 we said
that the plllar; of the economy of Grenada were identified as
Tourism, agro-industrial development, agriculture as well as lifting
the educational standards and achievements of the Grenadian peo-

f}i& EI?. th ir]skt_th at the Revolution is on target, because the day after
the Revolution we started to make e ’ i i
bt Gomada ton Lo very effort to in fact establish

al Airport which is today a living reality

&6

of our commitment to naliqnal development.

We started also imme diately after the Revolution to establish
the Agro-industries plant which is today styled and titled
sGrenada Agro-Industries Limited” and proudly bears the Spice
{sland label which indicates Ithe origin of the product. We have
establiShed at a cost of one million dollars the Agro-industrial plant
in which some 21 people are employed full time and over 30 are
emplo_\'ed part time. That in fact is the Agro-industrial sector to
take advantage of the traditional fruits of our country which for
hundreds of years went to waste. And we are happy to say that we
have produced some products which won some success in the
Bulgarian International Trade Fair, and I refer particularly to a
unique product of Grenada, Nutmeg Jam, which won a gold medal
this year.

So far, in terms of production we have produced in the six
months since we began operating, 51,072 units of mango nectars,
tamarind nectars to the extent of-17,693 units. Paw-Paw, 4,272
units, guava-banana 12,318 units, nutmeg jellies 14,147 units, hot
sauces 12,798 units, chutney 4,379, spicy sauce which is an inven-
tion of the Revolution — 2,768 units, and the latest product of
our line is Guava Cheese. We have produced 2,301 boxes of that
commodity. So far the total sales of this enterprise which just
recently started is $298,725.74. So far also we have been able to
give active support to 800 small farmers in the country as well as
buying from 18 of the state owned farms. The basis of further
production as we develop is the skills of the workers. As _the
scientists of our country, who are breaking through the barriers
of a legacy of the disregard to science and technolog)fr. and as our
farmers work harder to produce more, the Revoluglon.seeks to
combine the skill of the workers with that of the scientist and of
course the quality production of the farmers of the country; all
combining in fact to help us build production and to improve the
material base of the society.

Our cocoa and nutmegs historically have been exporteg] to
developed capitalist economies. I have myself travelle? to 5:(\:
York where I was able to see an enormously large nutmeg Pl
cessing factory, a factory which employed over 3,000“?:;;1:;

ever in our history has any attempt whatsoever been e !
establish a processing facility to process the bulk _o! our expo
invi i [0} za-
Products. A few months ago we invited an mt_el:qnnonal rgani
tion to come to Grenada to conduct a feasibility study m.the
Processing of our cocoa. Grenadian cocoa is sold at a qrerqu
Price, as it has a 44% fat content and is used for blending wi
Inferior cocoa from some other countries. What we are seeking
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to do now is to in fact enter the manufactl'lrmgog‘:n:;u\.n we
will extract the cocoa butter, etc. So, ?ve are n mﬂ(-h; the
report of this team, as we have made some atpp 8 s to ouy
friends in a fraternal country, for the equipmen dﬂﬂilf;-l‘?.bdl_,r for us
to become economically independent, by an introduction of cocoy

rocessing. ;
3 This aim is the same in the area of nutmeg. At the present

time there is an application before a regional inst_itullun I'(?r fund-
ing for the making of nutmeg oil in Gfena_da- This same I“SFUFY is
true of cocoa as it is with nutmeg. In fact the scandal is we])
known that we export our cocoa for over just $1 (U.S:} a pound,
that is 16 ounces making the pound and when we re-import the
processed product, it seems as if 14 ounces make their pound and
it is over $8 (U.S.) for their 14 ounce pound. So we’re going to
learn how to trade and we will be trading with the imperialist at
14 ounces equal to one pound.

We have also begun the processing on non-traditional exports
in the area of coffee. We have now also the Spice Isle range of
coffee, which has expanded considerably, and we are showing a
very healthy economic return on investment.

There has also been established the Forestry Cotrporation in
which the forest of our country is intended to produce up to one-
third of our timber needs, Unfortunately the single tractor that we
had available to haul the wood out of the forest was continuously
breaking down thus we have approached again a fraternal country
to assist us in helping ourselves with the provision of a tractor.

Fishing is a very important sector to the economy. In
C_?renadfi over nine million dollars a year is spent in the importa-
ton of fish and fish products. Capitalism and imperialism
ordained that though we live on an island. In fact, while we sold

¥

the day_ after tl:ie Revolution, or to be more exact, before the

» We identified the fishing industry as one c;f the pillars
ufff the economy, and thus we moved with very great spel;d to
effect this change, to seek to develop a non-traditional industrial
approach to the question of fishing,
. STt}:e ?rst priority therefore, was the establishment of a Fish-
drﬁ w];: o::, u;hlch trains 18 students every six months, who are
kv I:Est only zrom Our country but we have offered the facility
e ers t;n brothers in the Eastern Caribbean and we are

Y .0 say that we have had 5 few graduates from the so-called

: herance of the skills of the fishing in
our region. We haye established here a Nationa? Fisl‘:egzglgif:"
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pany Wil “O-operation of the
vided us w S1X hshing boats and we have been
as it were, in a more scientific method. The boats are now

stay out l“”‘f"\ * e We have also been able to heginn;:ilti?lt;l?i;(hj
and in fact, already we are exporting some salted fish to some of
our neighbours. \_Ne are also smoking some fish as well. There is
under active m_l_151d61'3ti0n‘ a plan to establish a fishing port in an
area called Halifax Bay which will have a modern jce plant with a
capacity of 33 tons per day with possibility of further expansion
to 66 tons. We have already signed an agreement with the govern-
ment of Bulgaria for the provision of this plant, and we are look-
ing forward to further co-operation. In fact, we have already
made the necessary arrangement to get the necessary boats and the
people. The comrades are in training so that we will have a
moderately large fishing fleet by 1983 to exploit the full potential
of the resources of the sea in this area, and feed our people who
have suffered from malnutrition for centries. This is in the area of
fishing and fisheries, comrades. I can also tell you as regard to
result of international co-operation, certain scientific studies of
the fisheries’ resources of our country have been done, and we
have information that there is a sizeable amount of fish there to
be caught. We have also discovered new techniques of catching
lobster, whereas before our people went down with an oxXygen
tank and a gun. But there are other techniques which we are
learning, and learning rapidly and seeing that the lobster industry
offers some lucrative activity for the benefit of our people.

Then, there is the question of local handicraft. I think if you
look around the wall you will see the products of the Grencraft,
which is an organisation that is promoting the skills and so on of
our people, and in fact that is quite an achievement because they
produce furniture and many other handicraft items.

government of Cuba, who pro-

learning to fish,

There are certain other achievements in this area. Since the
Revolution, our government and people have concentrated on the
revival and resuscitation of the sugar-cane industry. The sugar-
cane industry is no longer owned by the private company of
Plantocrats. It is today owned by the government for the benefit
of the workers engaged in the sugar industry. And I am happy to
tell you that this year, although the weather was inclement, that
the factory was able to pay the farmers $61 (E.C.) a ton for their
cane which is a record in the history of our country, and next
Year we hope to pay them substantially more because the profits
of that operation go back directly to the farmers who create the

wealth in that industry.

69



There are other areas of activities that we ha.ve l_dom.llu-.. *
that is the food and beverage industry. We are an importer of
milk and we have decided that it is necessary ff’f our f;f‘;ll‘l‘-‘ to
get milk, and our children to gel‘- milk. bhort’]_» W(?“W.l X 'Im
barking on a Milk Reconstitution qugramme_ as ‘.-VQ ;lls ;1:-1 ce-
cream Programme and local citrus juices to increase the calorie
intake of the children of our country. ’ -

Poultry-rearing is another activity which has been 1dent:1he‘d,
but there are many problems with this industry, as the_ protein
content for feed is uneconomic, We will have to cont_mue for
some time with importing chicken backs and necks into the
country, though it is not the best situation and we are seeking
alternative activities in this area, So it would be very helpful if
there is any specialist in animal nutrition and who can advise on
the way of overcoming this problem. We are in dire need for

assistance in this area.

Then of course there are the questions of house building and
boat building materials that have been identified. All items have
to be imported and I am sure that given the local know-how that
blocks and tiles, ete.. can be made from indigenous resources,

There is also the question of energy. We do have a unit that
is specialized in energy. Our neighbours in Barbados, our neigh-
bours in Trinidad and Tobago, and our neighbours in Venezuela
have some hydro-carbon deposits and I do believe that there are

some in our waters. It is a question of time before we can
mobilize necessary assistance in exploring this area, In fact quite
recently as a result of a visit by the Comrade Prime Minister to
J\!’]lf.‘iif‘f). certain agreements in this area were discussed and are
being implemented.

SU. S_ib'ters and brothers and comrades, this in brief has been
the activity of the People’s Revolutionary Government in the
field of Industrialization,

on.  As I said, it took the Revolution less
than two years to begin the establish

! ment of the Agro-Industrial
Plant in our country. It had pot been done in 400 years, The
same Is true, sisters and brothers : i ies i

o M in the area of the fisheries indus-

Ore as our process develops and unfolds, the

People’s Revolutionary Goy
_ overnment would ¢ ientifi
determine what are the most ac o t_O_ ?Clﬂntlflcany

quality of life for
independent, anq
political slogan of t ion *

ik NEVER!O hed revolution ‘FORWARD EVER, BACK-

woul
country, the region and the world, he masses of our

THANK YOU COMRADES,
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HEALTH CAKL: ACHIEVEMENTS AND PROSPECTS

ADDRESS BY DEPUTY MINISTER OF HEALTH, COMRADE
CHRIS DE RIGGS

Comrade Chairman,

Esteemed honourable guests
at this historic Solidarity Conference,

Greetings in the name of the workers in the Ministry of
Health, and also in the name of the Prime Minister and Minister of
Health, Cde. Maurice Bishop. k . =3

It is nothing short of a tremendously interesting coincidence
that my Ministry is asked to make a presentation at this Cpn-
ference. For today, at this precise moment, at this present period
of the year 1981, our entire Adm{mﬁst.ra.twe _Struct.ure is under-
going intensive serutiny and analysis — questions of pollcy,l pr(i—
grammes and workplans, functional str_uctures :emd greater e\rg 5
of democratization, training and budgeting are high on the algt?nt a.

At all levels of our Ministry, workers and senior adrmms‘ ra-
tive personnel are making sacrifices to make sure that all oigamzl'a(-
tional and administrative tasks are completed on.sched.ule wor
ing long hours of the night and on weekends, displaying unprece

) els of commitment. . ,
dent?l::vMini;atry of Health is seeking to implement tr};;,; _Peoplae“:
Revolutionary Government’s policy on Health Cafe. witﬁ :wdal
bringing greater levels of Health (‘:are to our peop_et,l i der::elara.
seohuge on sy Hetls Co b sssiion e SRR
tion of Alma Ata in the Soviet Un » :
Ca?e to individuals and families in the Community thtaoftgl:dth\i;:
full participation and at a cost that the coun.trg ca;:; s d. N
are constructing a Health Care r:hat _Eo:_rms an mtegf ik Do
country’s Health system, of which it is the cen r; funcon e
main focus of the overall social and ecqnonnch efirstplevel o
the Community — a system that provides t_t‘* with Notiaasi
contact of individuals, the family and Cﬂlmrm.m103;Si { e
(Mt L, biing T Care‘ as‘closehasfp t element of a
people live and work and constituting the Lirs
e b fter the Revolution, when

his is two and a half years & 0
h\dispTutable progress has been made mlthe alfleil t:lfl l:;lrzhse Szetha
our country. Certainly, next to Education, He
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Cde. Chris De Riggs, Deputy Minister af Health.
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satest Progress sine i
gn_inl,t.- areu of Progrese gmes the Revolution and continues to be
an area ol mic growth and development

what We Inherited

Perhaps, !Il order to appreciate how we have moved forward
we need to rellt;n:t on the system of Health Care delivery as it wa:‘
in 1979 at the time of our Revolution, ] ‘
The situation could be summed up in the following way:—
(1) Poor medical coverage of Health Care servicesl ]

particularly critical shortage of doctors and other
trained personnel,

(2) An 'at:ute shortage of existing services, supplies and
equipment.

(3) Luw_ quality Public Health Services as compared to the
relative better quality of the Private Sector.

Very little preventative medicine or strictly remedial
type services.

(5) Problems in Environmental Health, shortage of trained
Public Health Inspectors and Junior Inspectors. Equip-
ment necessary for performing the functions of this
department was not available in many instances.

(6) Delapidated and Inadequate Health Care facilities and
physical infra-structure in many Institutions.

(7) A large number of untrained Health Workers, causing a
massive state of demoralization among Health Workers.

These were the principal features of the health care system in

our Country, which when taken together, were responsible for a
tremendous amount of frustration and discontent among the
masses of our Country. In fact, as early as 1970, the situation had
been recognized as being intolerable and hundreds of Nurses,
Hospital Workers and members of the Public had taken to the
streets of our Capital protesting against the scandalous conditions
in the Hospital. History must record and acknowledge the contri-
bution made by these valiant workers in 1970, Especially those
who suffered the brutality of the dictator Eric Gairy as a result of
their brave and heroic stand. They have no doubt played a key
role in laying the basis for the building of the quality of Health
Services which the people of our Country enjoy today.

(4)

The Revolution’s First Priorities

From the early days of the Revolution, the PR.G. sought to
take quick and decisive action in the area of Health, in full recog-
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nition of the well established fact that HeaR]Lh Tu?itl)rn (I::}lu.{w s
in a grave crisis. In a situation where the BV(‘:' e od an
economy that was brought to its knees b\f e : "t)I{i]il 1dxn.d
arbitrary rule of the Gairy Government, and tdkmg'iln Ott}: i‘;u}ud.
tion the urgent need fo transform our [1ealth Servuu_es,f eh _l{_g_
put out calls to regional and mternat_lonal fl:gencn_es or help in
upgrading and reorganizing the Country’s healt ser\rl;j}.es. :

One of the first countries to respond was Cul a, an fﬂ?m
June 1979 a Cuban Medical Brigade has been functioning with
local counterparts, some of whom has_ returned home here to

account of their deep patriotism.
Grenglslhlo?mact of the Cuban Medical Brigade on local health
care services has been dramatic for they have enabled the follow-

ing to happen:

(1) Country-wide medical coverage for the first time in the

History of Grenada.

The availability of special services — Opthalmic, Paedia-

tric, Orthopaedic, ear, nose and throat and internal

me dicine. These services are provided through a referral
network.

(3) Dental services for all segments of the population on a
regular scheduled basis and at parish level. Today also,
both prophylactic and curative Dentistry are practised
at the public clinics.

(2)

I the figures stood at twenty three doctors and one

dentist resent ratio is 1 doctor to u

Centist to 1¢ 000 people. nder 3000 people and 1
Before March 13th, 1979 the ratio was 1 d

ple and 1 dentist to 28,000. As dnctaais dUiEE

We have noted also the significant growth in the number of
Registered Nurses, Public Health Officers, Community Health
Aides, Health Education Officers, Pharmacists and Laboratory
Technicians. :

The big improvement in the quality of Health facilities is also
worthy of mention.

In the area of external medical facilities a programme for up-
grading and refurbishing 8 of our 33 visiting stations, and health
cehtres is presently underway (funding by US/AID). In areas like
Morne Jaloux, St. Paul’s and New Hampshire in the parish of St.
George’s, also in other parishes like St. John’s, St. Mark’s and St.
David’s where the Primary Health Care programme has been
launched, and on the island of Carriacou work on two visiting
stations is going ahead.

It should be noted that one of the big achievements of the
Revolution is the massive level of free, voluntary, community
participation in refurbishing these centres. This predisposition of
our people to do voluntary work is not limited to the area of
Health but is a major feature of the entire society.

(4) The organization of new support structures to accom-
modate the increased medical component in the Health

Care delivery system. ; . AL ; .
(5) The availability of qualified personnel to help in the Ultimately this new trend reflects in itself a veritable achieve

: . % ment of the Revolution. The absence of the terror of Gairyism
Is)\l?aslt];rlrl1 o aevuenuin: Oul S ESS G has brought about a positive psychological change in our people.
; . Much of the apathy, frustration and bewilderment has dis-
appeared; a new spirit of buoyancy has pervaded the atmosphere
in our free country.

Under external medical facilities it should also be noted that
a completely new health centre will be opened in the parish of
St. Patrick’s in early 1982. Assistance for this particular project
has been secured from the Government of Venezuela.

Finally, the assistance of the European Develoqment Fund
has been secured for the building of 2 health centre in the Island

A New Ambiance

‘Consultant, financial and material help have also been
optamed from regional and international bodiessuchasP.A.-H.O.,
W.H.O. and CARICOM in the developing of different components
of our Health Care delivery system. Personnel, facilities and
services lrlave been offered. The resultant effect has been a marked
increase in the quality and quantity of Health Care services offered
to the population.

Figures relating to the expansion and improvem i
quality of Health personnel and services are ?mpress?:; Lny t];;;

standards. of Petit Martinique. : !
: In th of our hospital services quite a lot has been
There are now forty doctors and seven dentists providing free done:i Pt

medical and sts pre
Remluti;ﬁm’g‘a&:{’:‘i‘? " T S B wir (1) We have seen the expansion of the operating room facili-

ties at the General Hospital from one to three function-
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yoria

ynnette Alexis and

patierits have received
eve surgical procedures

11 A4 hete alis
the area of }',’,..' F

; 5 has been placed on
1982 Budget, we Public Health Inspectors and in

rrcire Mediesl Officers of }-_- bli .lr; Iif.h.‘ wions for employing WO
ublic Health

Health And The Community

wrealer levels of traming

It is in thi o m
% B #area we have
SNy s res als have seen the greatest level of community
i imvoiverment, as evidenced in Anti-D feve
e i-Dengue fever

In Revolutionary
are in the vanguard of the process st
ing the system of medicine and Health Care.
The new decentralized system of Health Care creates the
is for new and better services at out-parish Health Care Centres
d visiting stations, services such as:
{1) Physician services
(2) Antenatal and Post Natal care
{3) Child Health Services
(4) Nursing Services
(5) Social Diseases Clinics
(6) Dental Clinics
(7) Nutrition surveillance.

All these services relate in a co-ordinated way to the secon-
dary and tertiary levels of Health Care offered at the General
Hospital in St. George's.

It is difficult to measuré the very many ways in which our
people have benefited indirectly in the area of Health Care. We
can note, however, that social legislation in respect to Matemnity
Leave, equal pay for equal work, and an end to sexual exploita-
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tion have all helped to raise levels of health and productivity of

r work force. s ~ S
o Also, the introduction of the Nutrifion Council with

assistants visiting schools and also the disl}'ibution of l'rec‘ milk in
schools and communities undoubtedly raises the level of Health
and Education of our people. !

The organization of Health Educ_'atlpn Programmes goes a
long way towards raising levels of sanitation _and the ::reatmn of
more rational systems of birth control and family planning.

It is clear that a lot has been achieved by the people of
Grenada in the area of Health Care during the last two and a half
years. It is equally clear that a lot is still to be achieved.

Democratizing Health

As a result of intensive discussion initiated in the Ministry
during the last few months at various levels, including suggestions
coming out of Workers Education Classes, a number of specific
objectives have been identified. Needless to say, the extent to
which many of these goals can be achieved will be determined in
great part by the prevailing situation in the economy. New and
better medical facilities require greater resources. In the final
analysis the quality of our Health Services will be determined by
the quality of our financial and technical resources, No doubt we
have to continue the process of seeking to draw in all the technical
and material co-operation that can be realized through foreign
funding agﬂfncirrs and support groups all over the world.

We will definitely continue the process of consolidating and
expanding Primary Health Care services, at the same time seeking
to improve and maintain levels of Health Care in the major institu-
tions. _Wr- Iwill continue also the process of decentralizing our
adml_n'.strat'hfe structures and the reorganization of our external
medical services,

t.-i(.'ll l:ll‘;‘rijll:ﬂ:nirg]t“\d;]en?]i‘if; Otr(_)bzt Le‘r SyStEIns Of Heﬂlth Infofmﬂ-
e o e i evise systems that will help us
an and financial resources needed

to comply with the national
J €O ¥ > nat programmes, thus i i
efficiency and social relevance in ¢ s

Hovold ia ko n BOE ol Pt their utilization. Training at all

W
Cralizin?g 1;1‘181;0 !}n;alke every effort to step up the process of demo-
of Healoh Poli:j; t“riﬁe;nc;s agd involving the people. The shaping
e e P
scientific appreciation of m::;s a?'l?l (;?'gjtﬁlet:;ty involvement and a

The H ion i
Minist:ye ore;l]::lt[;f tlhe Nation is not the responsibility of the
alone. Health planning and the delivery of
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health services cannot be done in isolation. These must be colla-
poration with other ministries and with mass organizations and
other interest groups. Some of this inter-sectorial co-ordination
has started but certainly this is the way of the future.

In closing it must be noted that just as the level of conscious-

ness and organization of our people is moving forward, so too will
our health services.

We must express gratitude to all those who have contributed
and are contributing to the development of better levels of health
in our counfry.

Finally, we give our special commendation and gratitude to
the revolutionary and free People and Government of Cuba who
have displayed the finest quality of the spirit of internationalism.
LONG LIVE OUR FREE, HEALTH AND REVOLUTIONARY
COUNTRY!

LONG LIVE THE STRUGGLE FOR BETTER HEALTH TO THE
PEOPLE OF THE WORLD, PARTICULARLY THE POOR AND
OPPRESSED!

TOWARDS THE SUCCESS OF THIS HISTORIC WORKERS'
SOLIDARITY CONFERENCE!

FORWARD EVER, BACKWARD NEVER!
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Selwyn Strachan, Minister of National

Vobilization.

MASS PARTICIPATION IN THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS

JRESENTATION BY CDE. SELWYN STRACHAN
VINISTER FOR NATIONAL MOBILIZATION,

com_rades.

Many of you may be wondering about the purpose and
meaning of the ministry that I am presently holding, the Ministry
of National Mobilization, It is true, certainly, if we examine the
go\rernmental structures of the region, or in fact, in the English-
speaking world, we would not find many Ministries of National
Mobilization!

You may also be wondering why we should use a term like
‘National Mobilization’, with its warlike associations, when we in
Grenada are lovers of peace who want so much to see our Carib-
bean stay a zone of peace. However comrades, we are waging a
war in Grenada, and it is a war which our particular history has
forced us to wage: — a war against corruption, against arrogance,
against the exploitation of our people, against the old colonial
and neo-colonial bureaucratic ugliness, a war against patronage
and mismanagement, against fraud and authoritarianism, a war
to blast all these old deformities that our people have inherited,
into the debris of History, in order to win the victory of com-
pleting a demoeratic transformation of all the processes of our
country in their totality. And for this comrades, we are mobiliz-
ing our people for revolutionary democracy. This is our war,
and this is why as a people, as a nation, we must mobilize to
democratise a// our institutions, as well as create new organs
through which our new, effervescent, democratic blood can freely
flow.

Comrades, we were born into, and lived through a Situati_an
which manifested not only the absence of democracy, but which
In its every second, hour ‘and day showed itself clearly to be the
very antithesis of democracy. The Gairy dictatorship was a
espotic farce. Here was a man, whose urge to control and mani-
pulate everything in his sight became a mega!oma:ma, He lust‘ed
to control the agricultural workers so he formed his own abortwe
Union: he wanted to be Chief Minister s0 he formed his own
Party — eyery structure he was a part of he had to lead, .and as
S00n as his leadership clenched like a vice amun_d the lives otf
hose other people involved with him, the rotting stench od
Yranny and absolutism began to stink through every nerve an
fib ' : 7o ed by h rru
ibre, unt}l the structure withered away, infected by his corrup-
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was no health, no vibrancy in any bure
as w Gairy and his dictatorship, only
4 cancerous organ.

tion and decay. ’I‘h_erc
associated with Eric Mutlht: ;
the lethargy and oncoming death o

The Gairy Years: An Age Of Gangrene

f Gairy was the age of gangrene: patron-
bribery, nepotism, terror, unidentified
ha g(wemment‘al context democracy
was impossible, undreamable! The dicl;atords hé:nf{ﬁ hf(]:l:;lzt ltl}":r,
levers of the official structures, andlstretchc out also = "
trade union leadership, either by direct contyol, as in the case of
his own one-manshow — the Gr(_:nadu Manual and Mental
Workers’ Union — or in the case of his cun_trol over the t:m{d_ and
feeble leadership of some of the other unions, which (_:o_ncmated
to the dictator and tried to suppress the anger and militancy of
their own rank and file workers — as with the treacherous betrayal
of our workers by the leadership of the Seamen and Waterfront
Workers’ Union in April 1974, when the independent action of
our own working class had Gairy by the neck, but only saw their
leadership run to his rescue, back down and sell out all their
relentless and tireless weeks of struggle.

The pattern was the same: rule from the top in ignorance
and defiance of the wishes and well-being of the masses. And
when there was opposition, it was crushed mercilessly, brutally,
murderously, in an atmosphere of fear and terror. Repression was
total: criticism was answered by threats and blows, active opposi-
tion by hounding and death. Can you see these faces which sur-
round us comrades, as we sit here in this conference room?* Can
you see the face of Alister Strachan, gunned down in the sea as
he tried to swim to safety on June 19th, 1977, after Gairy’s thugs
had broken up one of our meetings? Can you see the face of
Harold Strachan, one of our taxi drivers and a firm comrade,
k‘“‘",i by a member of the mongoose gang, two days after Christ-
mas in 19737 Can you see Rupert Bishop, cut down on January
21st, 19,74' as he stood in a doorway protecting children from the
dictator’s hoodlums? Can you see our two beloved sisters, Edith
McBain and Scotilda I.*Icel, whose struggles and commitment to
OTr}l](lq:yza::::rydforever in our country have become legendary?
L ades, are some of our heroes, our great fighters. They
E;\: in a time of horrc.)r and suffering and yet their dreams of
emocracy and a new life for our people never wavered., 1 men-

;W— —

rachan is referring to the giz S i il
i . ; : giant po; end-

dian Revolution, which hung from the it i it

sides of the Conference Room.

Comrades, the age o
age, fear, intimidatioq,
flying obscurantism — In suc
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tion ther rades, not only to
put to emphasize that throughoyt
saw a democratic vision and plan
those dreams, and though they hay
in the mass democratic

honour thejr beloved memory
those dark days, they a.’way;
, they Brasped and organized

e not lived to see thej R

E e
: atic upsurge now sween; ir fruition
country, it was their inspiration that 2

gy : ave nouri
strength to those of us who survived and carried op rishment and

The Sham Of Democracy

Having experienced these thinps o
alternative was there for us but peop|egs're\f§1r3:'§:i:jl’.y :eh:]t o,th'i‘,‘
We had seen those years of sordidness given outward res Vil

a parliamentary cloak whi i ' pectabiiy
by a par nhary hich hid from the world the suppora-
ting sores of (xal_I'YI.SFI'L We were told the system we inherited was
“ruly democratic’ as we saw our comrades bludgeoned and
murdered — oh yes, they said, it had to be democratic, because
Westminster had deemed it so. There was 2 parliament, a’senate‘a
speaker, elections every five years, an official opposition — r:‘;fs
was democracy, they told us. And yet that didn’t save Alister. that
didn’t save Harold, that didn’t mean that Rupert didn’t die,. For
the parliamentary paraphernalia which British Colonialism left
with us to mystify us like a blindfold, and which was meant to the
model, the badge and guarantee of our democratic advancement,
was nothing but a grotesque charade played out in a fifteen-mem-
ber chamber of horrors.

We were told that democracy equalled elections every five
years — and they still tell us that now! — when a vote would cost
half a bottle of rum and a tin of corned beef, when our illiterate
comrades were told to put a mark next to a pretty picture, when
loud speakers were banned to us, when it was illegal for us to
publish or sell our newspaper, when our meetings were broken
up with staves and guns, when the dictator broadcast that our
Party would murder all Grenadians over the age of forty and turn
all the churches into discotheques, if we came to power. This
Was democracy in Grenada, comrades, this is what we inherited.
It had the brand of Westminster so it must bave been real, true,
Proven democracy! It was the kind of democracy that the late
Pl‘_eSident of the United States, Jimmy Carter, applauded when he
Said during his administration that: ‘Democracy is a vital force
In the Caribbean region. We want to encourage that vital force.’

Comrades, the only vitality of that brand of democracy was in
|'{B strength and speed of its decay! We stood .aghast as we re-
1Zed we were part of this macabre tragedy. This was our coun-
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(Can you imagine a country as

- spoiled, so deformed. _ .
iR ‘ he venue for such an orgy of

beautiful, as sublime as Grenada as t
fear and hyproerisy?

The Struggle For Real Democracy

Comrades, when we formed the New Jewel Movement in
1973, and for the years before when we had been active in oth:n;-
opposition and resistance moveme nts, we swore an ?nd_ to this.
We knew that our people would only awaken from this nightmare
if resistance and democracy were one. We had to provide a genuine
democratic alternative. It was an unquestionable truth for us, we
had to create organs of a new democratic power that would fu/ly
realize alf the hidden, submerged strengths and beauf_.y of our peo-
ple, that would grow, prosper and finally explode in the face of
the dictatorship, as it did on March 13th, 1979. There was no
other way for us. Democratic organization was inevitable for us, it
was a necessity and a guarantee that we were serious, that we truly
loved and respected our people and wanted to draw out all their
strengths and hugeness. It was also a surety against our own
internal stagnation. When we conceived our slogan, ‘NOT JUST
ANOTHER SOCIETY, BUT A JUST SOCIETY’, we were saying
that our aim was not to replace Gairyism by another smothering
neo-colonial deformity which would continue to keep our people
passive and exploited, but we were unfurling our banner of direct
democracy, revelutionary people’s democracy, whereby we were
not seeking to act on the people’s behalf or as their self-appointed
representatives, but our aim was essentially to engage our people
in a process of building their own liberation, and in doing so they
.woul[i transform themselves, and free their country of the quiver-
ing grip of the dictator.

Right from the very beginning conmrades, we knew that
llemm'ra(':v and freedom do not tumble from the sky, they do not
appear mlracylously or spontaneously. We knew our democracy
233 '-f:‘ri:’;;;iiftfiﬁ(f;é;ﬁfd. i rlfc r‘rr{m the raw material of the genius
fully read, the little bml‘; P would have seen, and hope-
B el b i
comes from our per)[:}e 29DOM WE MAKING.” ' The phrase
p ple, and behind its apparent simplicity is a
rich truth upon which we have al Vased
democracy. We must make it el o I s
sustain and nurrure.il a d- I . vtm mu%t forge structures that will
PRI & Wk ok fuist to. shemce s EerRn Tt s
Rite b sl e O el J siimgly, It

» comrades.  Our people are makers of freedom,

B4

of freedom, artisans of freedo
””Efildinﬂ the structures upon whic? :j:alllli :;Le:ireihe{nsg_ws
qised. They have built the foundations, and are now fa;:ing:l:g
the superstructure of democracy that will consolidate our He\mlulii
jon and. make it stand firm against all the lies, abuse and de-
seabilization atte-ml?ts that are futilely hurled against it by the
goliaths of Imperialism. .

So comrades, if we briefly look at our prerevolutionary
sruggles and ways of organizing, as a party and before that as a
resistance movement, we would see that the mass, democratic
involveme nt and mobilization of our people has always been the
primary characteristic of our way of organizing. In late 1972 we
organized a People’s Court to try the arrogant English peer and
landlord, Lord Brownlow, who had cut off access to a popular
peach in the Parish of St. David’s, at La Sagesse. The people’s
yoice was heard and the people’s sentence was given: the un-
worthy lord was found similarly unworthy of owning land in
Grenada. Then, as a proud, defiant people we marched upon
his barricade, which was guarded by Gairy's police, and dismantled
it, reclaiming our beach. In May 1973 the newly-formed New
Jewel Movement called a People’s Convention at Seamoon —
where many of you would have attended our Bloody Sunday
commemoration last weekend — resolving that new, democratic
organs must be founded in our country, and that Gairy's one-man
rule be replaced by a system of People’s Assemblies. This event
drew 15,000 people. Such a policy to create the new democracy
was the logical outcome of the ideas of our party, which had been
formed in March 1973 out of two organizations that gave central
importance to the question of democratic organization. Even in
their names these twin organizations showed this: THE MOVE-
MENT FOR ASSEMBLIES OF THE PEOPLE and JOINT
ENDEAVOUR FOR THE WELFARE, EDUCATION AND
LIBERATION OF THE PEOPLE.

Then, in 1973 again, in November, the N.J.M. successfully
Organized a People’s Congress, also at Seamoon. ‘:\’e moblhze_d a
further ten thousand people for that congress, whlc}g was chaired
by Comrades Bishop and Whiteman, and we collectively cha:irg;_d
Gairy with 27 crimes against the people, and gave him and a2
gu“‘ell'ﬂment two weeks to resign or an island-wide shut down
Would enforce will of the congress. B

Comradeafhfhis was the kind of mass mobilization of the
People for democratic participation that our party has always
embraced. And we can see much that has de\r_eloped since the

volution, in relation to ‘democratic activity,.in the genesis of
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our popular organs that were being d?fﬁgﬁihdgﬂ:]%h::l:mr:t:f
‘of the anti-Gairy resistance. dWej- \:ienwe Ay e
apprenticeship in that period, an | s Hor exanp)
about demoecratic organization that we app RIS oA ple,
: Lo the victims of Gairy s barbarism —
we organized house repalrs for the vicl et et
like the family house of young Jeremiah Richardson, shot point
blank in the head on the streets of Grenville by a po]‘weman, We
organized parents to set up day careé centres, we inaugurated
Freedom Schools, our youth founded student moverﬂnentg like the
Organization for Education and Liberation .(O,R.[u.[_j_}_ and we
even organized a clandestine network of parish meetings, which
successfully evaded the pursuit of the mongoose gang — and these
became the direct ancestors of the Workers® Parish Councils that
we have today. All this activity was intended to fully involve our
people in organized resistance tO the dictatorship. So, when we
finally triumphed on March 13th, 1979, we did not triumph
through spontaneity or good fortune. We triumphed because we
had laid an organizational and democratic base that had fully
engaged our people in the process of national resistance. ‘So when
the moment of liberation came through our popular insurrection,
we already had a mass organization to support us and carry on the
dawn’s revolutionary work. [t was only because our people had
been democratically involved in the work and preparation for
resistance that they became also involved in the Revolution — and

that involvement has grown with great muscle in the thirty two
months since.

Building New Democratic Structures

So comrades, that is something of the background of our
grasp of democracy. We have always placed, asI have emphasized,
maximum concentration upon the building of new structures. But
we have found additionally, that our democratic structures have
often grown their own organic independence, as a result of the
health and true vitality of their organisms, W‘hen we established
for example, Workers’ Parish Councils, we surprised ourselves at

their a.‘;tolllsll]]iglv swift rate of rowt tw we plallted
-
g h I das as lf

; and soon its spreading shoots and

Eirlell:gct:;esofwzm sprouting out in all directions tmEards the 125
couldnt acc{’;l;u;m:intry, Parish Councils became too large, we
them. You Jre'meomlf.mE all the people who wanted to come to
oo, W s er the vast chamber of Butler House, com-
tao. smail-fos ) t[I:JOye yourselves Monday night? That became
€ workers in St. George’s and so we split the

26

single pnri.r.h council into zor_iaf councils, and soon, it is already
clear, We shall have to Sphl: them again into village councils.
Grenadian soil is remarkably fertile, as vou would have seen. Our
trees — nutmegs, €ocoa, bananaf, am:[ a wealth of others — grow
with impunity in our earth. It is as if our democratic structures
are inspired by them, comrades, for you can step nowhere in
Grenada without meeting one! It means a complete transforma-
tion in the life of our country. The age of gangrene and corrup-
tion has given way to v1bran!;, healthy, prospering structures that
support and inspire the genuine mass participation of our people.
Take our women's Organization comrades, the National
Women'’s Organization. This has seen perhaps the most remark-
able growth of all. Again, it was already grounded before the
Revolution, in December 1977, so after March 13th, its roots were
already firmly planted. The Revolution was the manure it needed!
And it is moving with real force and speed towards its target of
8,000 members before the end of the year — having already
attained its primary target of 5,000 members two months before
its deadline. It has taken these enormous leaps forward as a Fesult
of the permanent mobilization of its existing membership to
create more members, and the extraordinary inner momentum of
its democratic organization. All posts are elected and every group
is represented on its parish committees — and each paljlsh on its
National Executive. For in Grenada comrades, e_fecnons are a
daily phenomenon, not once every five years, The simpletons an_d
ignoramuses who are screaming, ‘There are no elections 1n
Grenada!” ought to be here. In one week th_ej_,' wquld see more
elections than they would in a lifetime of living in the United
S ica! ! Moot
tatesTﬁt[; ?ﬂm\zrgals having a remarkable effect upon mspirmg and
educating our sisters. Look at the attendance of any !1311 Ymg&;:
any Workers' Parish Council, study who makes up the Militia,
! i i tal and responsible positions i our
ook at our sisters taking Vi : he effect of the
ministries and state enterprises, and you will see t e; d g7
N.W.O. Look at the way they are recommea_xdlng those ﬂl‘_ s
the Law which need changing for the benefit of wo:iflaln oo
the drafting of the Maternity Leave Law, and you e(:eded e
influence of the sisters. The passage of that law, pr ;
2 ; : N.W.0. groups, com
was by consultation with trade umion® untry, was also
munity and church groups allyoveritheuea increase in pre-
Eonibared iey ol stie Lookish Hus Eﬂ o ‘.ll’togramme the
Primary education, the Primary Heaty i.Efn:e s for our s::hool
istribution of free milk and books apd un mlr{n W.0. For what
childron o1l this s the responsibility of the Ra:
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they are creating is a new pational infrastructure of SUJL,I}pf'f'gsJ
distribution and social welfare which we l}a\-'e never previously
ry. Their very mobilization has proven to be

in our count : :
;?;;en,; advantageous, not only for the sisters themselves, but for

. < Phealth and OF anization of the country. :
the er’}t}]lr; :;:eali: Liue ot Uu;g}muth- They too have Fakgn massive
strides forward through the National Y(_)uth Orggmzatlm}. Like
the N.W.0., they have used mass emu lation techniques to increase
their membership, setting targets ““d,b‘)l‘ﬂy marching towards
them by instituting traternal competition at the group level, to
create incentives. The success of YOUTH CAMP 19_81 14 July
and August of this year Was directly due to the imaginative
application of the processes Of emulation, which lifted the activity
and the quality of the participation and achievement substantially
as the two months progressed. Sports, skills training, agricultural
produetion, cultural events, political discussion and education —
all helped to shape the youth p into disciplined and
committed servers of our people, eager tO participate much more
actively and directly in the hard process of national re-construc-
tion.

Comrades, you experienced yourselves the joy and beauty of
our Young Pioneers at the beginning of our conference, and their
proud announcement of 7.000 members. These young comrades
are building the spirit of patriotism and revolutionary love for
their people in their groups, aspiring to the examples of the
Grenadian heroes who give names to their brigades: Rupert
Bishop, T.A. '.\ziarryshm'."_ﬁuzz Butler, Julien Fedon. Their grasp
zibgipu—ld; ;;\::::Leifet?c?“‘ Iappgr_itle for learning, discussion and

: : topic at their summer camp was, ‘What 15
v mp oo, Mone o Edusion? s blping b o 3
world and our own peo ‘lzmc‘n UU}: e £ L ettt

Mass pa;'n'r'r'pa!;'onp r-1 me‘r e i.jomm_g bl

G _ comrades, is an integral principl

S : e of our
Revolution. This has been shown perhaps in the most stunning

pepecive e Gt o e st lint ol 45
S - The old, deadening, conciliatory leadership,
militant,sp ol passivity, are making way for the new elect
e mission is to unionise all the workforces,
e COMittunlons they lead with regular meetings, ne¥w
through trade uniees aqd e b
maobilize them t 0!; " g e e R e s
codiity! alo si: play their full part in the tasks of building a new
- Dur‘COmga.dee I_?ea:gr stry(;:tures and other mass organizations:
said last week in his opening address t©
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hir Trade Union Conference for the Unity and Solidarity of
an Workers in this very centre, invoKing the genius of our
jan trade union pioneer: ‘In the spirit of Butler,
onise! Mobilize! Educate! Democratise!’ We have seen not only
ces in the membership of some of our long established
Compnercial and Industrial Workers' Union and
echnical and Allied Workers' Union, but new unions growing
ot [ormidable organizat_ions in just a few months. The Bank
d Ceneral Workers' Union, whose epic struggle with Barclays’s
Bank helped to lay the popular base for our Revolution, has risen
from @ hundred me mbers to three thousand in thirty months. The
oW Agricuhural and General Workers’ Union, which rose phoenix-
like out of the ashes of Gairy’s monstrosity, has gone from nil to
9,300 members in just over two years.

Demo cracy And Accountability: Parish Councils

But perhaps our most profoundly original mass democratic
development has been the growth of our Parish Councils and
Workers’ Parish Councils. These institutions, genuine innovations,
which have been sprouting s0 profusely all over our nation, are
proud and totally characteristic creations of our Revolution. (?ur
people attend them in their masses, in 2 spirit of eager anticipa-
tion, and they are themselves a clear symptom of thelr huge
democratic appetite. The hunger for democracy that re?cped
starvation level through the Gairy years, is now being satisfied.
The atmosphere of these events has a little touch of theatre, some=
thing of a rally, and some i of a court house. But
the central ingredient is democratic serious here is the
regular reality of democratic accountability ab
people must have over their leaders
functions, that accountability is fully d b ;
People’s Revolutionary Government, plus civil servants of htl
responsibility are made accountable, and must answer directly
to the people, as well as report 4o them on the Progress of thelr
enterprises, Recently we have seen the head of the E'lemlfﬁ;
Company, the Head of the Water Commission, the Public Hg 1t1
nspector, the Minister for Fisheries and o-Industries an the

Ommissioner of Police all putt'mg themselves beforle )
rs:‘fll_t of the people to explain and account for their wor
irit of open criticism and self-criticism. o '

The giamplf;cftmthe cession with the Commissioner 'o; Pf:ll;;
:1‘;5 particularly remarkable. The Council, togegm ﬂl‘ﬁe :re :

ce at Calliste, in the South East Zone of St. George s
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= It onwards, using their ideas and direct experiences to come

3 i Jer the dictatorship, as it housed V0 : : t th
had been somewhat n[):(]g‘l“?;s":r:r(frsﬁ police thugs. Now the new, | 1 conclusions d:::ule th;i;uil::n?me[nt of the struggles of their
o Efﬂnmk; i S{Ijlﬁfor?-lnj‘;eiierqhip of the police had to face the ass and thelr peOp'€. ave often proven to be lively and
transformed revo at) 4

TR ! cia i classes, full with adult students wh e
people. The roles had been reversed, for uqder Gairy _t"i“}‘ police 5[1mll]_ﬁ‘“l?fes e e e aélJl‘llftm Lci;e first time
: ) but himself. The Commissioner of n their r h - It and permanent
St he local Police Station had to face | ducations of the truth that education must be with us all through
Police and Superintendant of 1€ A eriminal had escaped from r lives — and the accompanying truth that education and
an angry and md|gnant_ assembly. l; terrorising one particula o ocra.tit organization are both sides of the same coin.
custody at the local sLatu:)lnha%dblLE;i :;:?tiﬁuing o \-;Veeksr dem e Sdition comrades, this informal mass education has often
village in the zone. T}:]]:;sa:isfied with the performance of the aken the form of large outdoor rallies — we have seen fifty since
ac peﬁmler w:fl L}lle. doing more to catch this dangerous | e Revolution — and innumerable smaller meetings and panel
E:.:::;C?\rl;o :adyart:lj(efi seve);ai people? The officers had to take all | giscussions. s j.vh?re ol peonle /T KOOHE SO, S
the criticisms of the people and pledge to put in a much gr?ater vary from co-opira;twi; Lot famllly planning to the fiangers of
effort to apprehend the man. The people were adamant! “You venereal E:hs.ease e SIS of the people of El Salvador,
must catch him!” they declared, ‘that is your ;op —do it!" Within Chile, Vietnam, I\_lamlbla, South Africa, Angola, the Western
four davs the man had been caught. The police had taken the gahara and Palestine. In f_act, Gr_enad§ expenenc:ed the most
criticism of the masses, applied greater efficiency and commitment pmcticai and remarkable mstru_ct:on in preventive mﬁdlcu}e
to the task and supplied the remedy. The police had been through the mass clean-up campaign against the Dengue Fever in
accountable to the people, and had responded! Can you imagine July and August. The conscientiousness of our people and their
that in Brooklyn, comrades? Can you imagine that in Chicago, in | (rganised commitment not to let the Dengue break out in Grenada
Detroit. Oakland or Watts? Can you imagine that in Alabama or was due to their experienced and organized level of democratic
Louisiana? Can vou imagine that in Brixton or Southall or Liver- mobilization. Thousands of our people came out voluntarily in
pool? Yet it is happening here, day by day, in revolutionary, Free community work brigades to cut back branches, clear drains,
Grenada. fispose of stagnant water and other breeding places of the
Directly out of the Parish Councils and Workers’ Parish mosquito — and thus reduce the risk of an epidemic. And they
Councils have come ideas from the workers themselves which are succeeded comrades! For although we had a few cases, our
turning into realities: a Rent Restriction Law, a Workers’ Com- people’s serious and principled mobilization in the clean_—u'q s_aved
pensation Act, a new public transport system — comrades, these many lives and much misery. And this is only one mgnlhcant
needs and insights are coming from the lips of our people through example of community work and mobilization: community work
their democratic structures, through the mouthpieces of the brigades are out in our villages most weekends, and many ahm}se
Revolution, to be taken up and implemented by the revolutionary has been repaired over the last 2% years through the collective

leadership. That is why the Parish Councils are so vibrant, they tommunity effort which drives forward the House Repair
are active and pulsating agents of social change. Programme.

were accounta

Mass Education And Demo cracy The Dynamo Of Revolutionary Democracy

We hold fast to the truth that mass education and mass
mOb!]].ZﬂL]Oﬂ are vital comp onents of the same process. Democracy
and illiteracy or democracy and ignorance cannot live together. In
addition to our Centre for Popular Education which we dis
cussed earlier in the week, we have our Workers’ Education classes

Comrades, in reality, there could be_ no end to thiIs quigh.
FO' the democratic energy of our people is endless, and is wnting
¥ own epic poem to their creativity each new d_ay that 0:111
Revolution continues and flourishes. Just this single mon

i dlo i . itiec and that doesn’t include
hich i S one has gj 68 mass activities o
which are now held in 45 workplaces and 24 communities mm’”affongf‘r:\?en?s i peopie e urged to participate,

throughout the country, on a weekl i i i {come
d ik veekly basis. Here our workersdis | 85 in the i . conference and the reception to welc
cuss and analyse their recent history, particularly from the 1951 You to Ouorpsg::;gt r{;f tl};l:;!:e ol pethaps finally end with what
90
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is our most formidable democratic achievement, our People’s

Revolutionary Militia.

rovocations of imperialism an ‘ :
Etmost seriousness and resolution for the most important task of

all in our present phase — national defence. You will find un.
employed youths and grand-mothers, small farmers _@@ bank
workers, school students and teachers all ready, all v:mldm,‘a.u
organized, all training side by side to defend their hun}eland_ This
voluntary people’s militia, where our people are picking up guns
every week to prepare to defend the benefits _bruught to them by
people’s revalutionary democracy, shows their ultimate commit-
ment towards our process. For this same democracy, comrades,
such as we are at the genesis of creating here in Grenada, is the
greatest threat to the bogus, artificial and hypocritical lie of
demoeracy that imperialism suspends over the world to cover up
the repulsion and shame of its own bloodsoaked crimes.

Can I finally quote from the words of one of our militant
militia members, a 61 year-old road cleaner, whose interview you
can find in IS FREEDOM WE MAKING:

“] goes to the militia every Wednesday night. You see, I'd
do anything for the Revo. We learn a lot at the Militia; how the
older must respect the younger and how the younger must know
how to behave themself. We is all together as one people. We drill
and we train together, young and old. I never hold a gun before,
but if Gairy or the mercenaries come, we go bury them in the sea,
they never be able to make it!”

Comrades, my thanks and firm wishes of solidarity to all of
you, who have come to Free Grenada to add your heart and soul
to our struggle.

LONG LIVE REVOLUTIONARY PEOPLE’S D ¥
LONG LIVE INTERNATION AL SOLIDARITY]?MOCRAC

LONG LIVE THE STRUGGLING MASSES RLD!
FORWARD EVER, BACKWARD NEVER! Bk L

For here our people have answered the
d organized themselves with the

{HE ROLE OF AGRICULTURE IN THE REVOLUTION

SENTATION BY CDE. GEORGE LOUISON,
NISTER OF AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPME
I;gm CO-OPERATIVES i

Allow me to express the deep satisfaction of having the
opportunity to addre_ss you as part of this historic first Inter-
pational Conference in solidarity with the Grenada Revolution.
Looking at the DIOCEE_dIH‘[{S over the last two days, the warmth,
easy flow of communication and exchange of views among dele-
gates has confirmed once again for me that those who fight
pppression have an easy rapport, a common language that
imperialism could never understand and never break.

This conference is not only taking place in the 32nd month
of the Revolution but in the 11th month of the YEAR OF AGRI-
CULTURE AND AGRO-INDUSTRIES, a year designated by the
Revolution to restore rationality in an agricultural sector ravaged
by the storms of Hurricane Gairy. For our agriculture has been
battered by natural disasters over the past two years and has
suffered from no real linkage with the rest of economy in any
overall strategy for national development. This year of Agricul-
ture and Agro-Industries therefore necessarily has two basic
prongs: one of corrective action and -another of seriously
beginning to plot the new course in agriculture.

A Devastated Inheritance ‘ .

There is a long list of problems which the revolution inheri-
ted that had become almost perennial to agriculture under Gairy.
Only recently in an agricultural census carried out among the
farmers, they listed nine major problems that limited their produc-
tion:

(1) Praedial larceny (2) Pest and Disease (3) Lack of enough
planting material (4) Bad roads (5) Lack of extension help
(6) Poor marketing system (7) Water (8) Credit (9) Labour short-
age in Agriculture.

Thrf:e problems were compounded by the collapse of the
Ministry of Agriculture in the years of the dictatorship; where
Morale was so low that most people had forgotten hgw tO.W(?Ik.
In addition Gairy had seized and abolished the elective principle
Within a]l three farmers’ co-operatives in Cocoa, Nutrqeg and

ananas, The total destruction of agriculture was well on its way.
is decline can be seen in land movement in Agriculture. i

In 1961 there were some 60,197 acres of arable lands being

utilized for agricultural purposes. This figure fell to 46,577 acres
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holding® i ind above. nis situation was
further & y Government’s ill-conceived land
uisition Programme.
{ r did acreag

Gairy . uption was coupled with
400 y f 4 agriculture that had made sure that
and export the Coc
that they were plcKec
ture that had se
agriculture based on a planta
attempt by the workers and :
win more etie turns from t thour. Instead the
agricultural workers a nts were doomed to torn and
patched clothing, houses and forever struggling to
continue

New Objectives

The Revolution made it clear that we had to move rapidly t
give Agriculture a new role in our development, as well as to bring
new standard of living to the workers and peasants in that

therefore outline five (5) major objectives for the new
agricultural industry:

praent and L |
Supplier of food for our people.
Major earner of foreign exchange.
Provider of the main basis for industrialization and the
building of agro-industrial development.
The main creator of jobs to overcome unemployment.
Increasing our self-reliance based on the full develop-
ment of our main natural resource — the land.

These objectives are fully consistent with our work for;—

(i) Reduced dependence on imported food,

(ii) Increasing the prices we recure for our crops;
Agro-industrialization, :
An improved nutritional level of the population,
Improved level of peasant and worker income,
Full employment,




operative movement in agriculture,
ouths and thereby changing the age
nvolved in agriculture.

(vii) Building the co-

(viii) Bringing in more you

composition of those 1

It is with these objectives that we have worked developing
two main ways of imp leme ntation. Firstly, by huilrling state
companies for commercial production and rqarkellng to ensure
that the state sector plays the leading role in the building of
commercial agriculture.  And secondly, by developing the
Ministry as a force that can be swung behind the small and middle
farmers to give material support and advice to help their produc.
tion and organization.

That work is fundamental. As you were told yesterday,
agriculture is the motor of our economy. And as you know, as
with any car, no matter how pretty the body looks, or how
flashy is the upholstery, without a good engine you just can’t
move. 36 — 40% of our GDP is contributed by agriculture and
over the vears it has brought in between 40 and 50% of all foreign
exchange earnings.

In the agricultural sector there are some 8202 commercial
farmers. 49% of these farmers are full time. In addition, there
are nearly 3000 agricultural workers, which means that almost
'ZOUU persons are full fime in the industry. Given that the average
Grenadian household consists of 5 people, it also means that
,3,5‘.000 persons (iep?]‘ld directly and solely on the soil for a living.

T e i of i oL sl npost
thie Minhey Rt on 2 Sl erefore, in order to bl{]ld

s instrument for the implementation
U{ this development, the Revolution has started a massive number
o new pogamnes o v the ilions o problems tht e v
5230000 (5 ) oy o0 1977 the Calry dictatorship spent
1980 the Revohition bay for Fonditure in agriculture, but in

olution had moved to spending $1,658.000 and i

1981 we are spending $10 million or fifty tines more than Gairy
spent in 1978. At the same time w 1h:‘ a8 HiOreE fhen Ciniry
budget, (side of the budget that vl moved the recurrent
staff of the Ministry funqjgninpn;}; Sl St ‘keepmg the
$4,996 000 W I0B 1~ to tirres e /L 1978 10
Between recurrent and capital e es more than Gairy ever d_u:l.
fifty-four times more money | xpenditure we are Now spendmg
¥ In any year than Gairy ever spent.

In addition, the pr
agriculfure do not Unll; i{:ﬁﬂ:‘s of the Revolution that benefit

A big slice of the bud nder the Ministry of Agriculture.
t v g
Works contributes dirgeiti;}-f the Ministry of Communications and

for this improvement in agriculture.
9%

This can be seen in the road programme that
The Eastern Main H(Jad_Project the first Main road bein
giructed by the Revolution, is the most important main road to
agriculture in our country. This road links St. George’s to Stu
Andrew’s, passing through St. David’s and over 40% of all our
export _crops come from these two areas. Therefore the Eastem
Main Road is a 't'ltal link for our agriculture, and $10 million is
peing spent on this road during this year and next year

Roads, particularly feeder roads, have been one of the burn-
ing problems of our agriculture. Through the Caribbean Develop-
ment Bank we have raised EC$6 million to repair fifteen miles of
feeder roads around Grenada in 1981, Apart from the CDE
Project, recognizing the plight of farmers as a result of this year's
economic recession, the P.R.G. announced a special $4.7 million
EC emergency budget for farmers in July of this year. $2.1 million
of that amount is designated to buy equipment to repair some 52
miles of feeder roads over the next two years, Under this budget
g1 million (EC) will be used to establish a credit scheme for small
and medium farmers to help them in their attempt to diversify
their crops. Another $300,000 (EC) will be used to start a
fertilizer programme and $250,000 (EC) to set up a farm shop to
sell tools and implements at a cheaper rate to farmers.

we are undertaking.

Our Farmers
I want you to realize that Grenada has one of the largest

percentages of small and middle peasants in the entire region.
There are some 8202 farmers in Grenada. 66% of them own the
land that they farm. The average farm size is 4.2 acres; 5581 of
them own less than 2 acres of land and only 120 of them have
farms over 25 acres in size. In addition, 4026 farmers do farming
as their only job. Our work in agriculture inevitably has to give
great attention to the small and middle peasants.

Apart from road development, the Revolution has greatly
increased credit facilities for the farmers. There has been a signifl-
cant increase in loans made available to the Agricultural sector by
the Grenada Development Bank. In 19717, before the Bevolutmn,
loans totalled EC $256,190; 1978 — EC $141,943; but in 1979 the
first year of the revolution, loans to agriculture alone totalled

$578,745, one and a half times the combined loans totals of
1977 and 1978. In 1980, total bank loans exceeded EC 51 million,
$552,683 went to agricu_[ture, $T3‘739 to fishe.nes, $488,3‘00 to
industry, $11,750 to Tourism and $57,885 for higher education.

What is even more significant is the fact that in 1980 —
62.5% of all loans to agriculture (from the G.D.B) were made to
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very small farmers. This must be viewed in light fac
95% of all agricultural holdings In Grenada are u 10 'ut_‘l that
size. The ¢:.D.B. has been transformed from being the Pigg erf-‘s in
operation 1n which Gairy and his corrupt friends ”Dpe; ft‘;n]f

el

hands into the till at will.
The coming of the N.C.B. has also brought about a chang
: € in

commercial bank loans. The agri(»ulLuml sector, as a perc

of the total bank loans portfolio has never exceeded mf:;enllagp_

1975. The National Commercial Bank, established by thp'rPSlIlL'r-;
is now spearheading lending to the agricultural ok, ,'H'{';'
o e N.C.B. had loaned $0.4m for agricultyral i
represented 16% of total commercial bank lending to dHTiL'.] This
As of June 1981 however, N.C.B’s shares of all agrictlllura;llt-ure'
mmpr;esed £9.1%, a sum of over $2 million loaned for ;1g,-im|{f::]
purposes.

In the past there was no system established for the m: ;
of our farmers’ crops. Since the Revolution, we hik;:‘::r}.m“"g
dramatically change that situation by the formation of a ;;'ed i)
ing and National Importing Board. This move was the reali i
of a promise made Jong ago by our Party in its Manifesto 1Ifm“(:n
to our farmers and working people. " As the Com do 1.9f3
Minister indicated in his opening address under Gai rade Prime
suffered from the heartless expioit.ation‘of the mol;xy(; th](" e
sugar, rice and food staples. Besides all the othe ILO Sy
iﬂkgfl?ult?re,otéw farmer was virtually condemned mrsthr;J_lsE::me o
ow level production because he had to lose valuable f e
carr z i arm time to
EKEIE;i;):L his own marketing — a costly, tedious, =4 Friiatvating

The establishment !

Party, was an immediatgfaﬁpt;gr‘[h;f%fgre’ as promised by our
the burning issue of high St dramatic answer to: (a)
(b) th ssue of hign, exploitative prices of basic it d:

e crucial issue of marketi e sic 1tems and.
M.N.LB. was historically d ting facilities for our farmers.
a reduction in the cost of lir sl because it immediately caused
day. For our farmers M.N }mﬂjg}has Cde. Coard pointed out yester-
a guaranteed market for' nloh t e g8t ey gale of thelc ok
Bgg Plant Export Programme i raditional crops. The case of the
this area. In 1979, some ;31[s)an excellent example of success in

Boﬂrd, This year i;'l the 2 sl;'m lbs were Bxported through the
have already b ipments made to date, 19 000 Ibs

0% Aty been exporied. . Fop Pl e
hen garden crop has beco: ant, formerly an obscure
possibility for our f me, through M.N.LB., a commercidl
exchange for our armers and yet another source of foreig?
look to mu‘.ltry- In the comi g ill
Exm('i saIes mthiﬂ t,h 3 m]ng pel'lﬂd the Boalﬂ wi

e region and internationally-
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The youth of our country hav

the RE’V()lllLic.Jn to play Lhtf: ;:;: "I}lht:‘ be_gnn given the chance by
When We look around, we see that m]:n- agricultural development

and that there were not many \.”ul;l'c:i{of uurliarmers are L-ldt-r,\'.
vital aspect of our economy. Before [5 ecoming involved in this
| erage a8 }'the tarnier $an B w:driur} People’s Revolution the
ural census b e s age: L.lf 1h ’)ull as Lhtle recent agricul-
This lowering of the average agé is an lridi'afn?ﬁ is now 51 vears.
ore yOUng cople hae since become fav llt.muln of ?he fact that
a small but hopeful sign for the future volved in agriculture. It is

This development 1s a direc o ;
yogramme s Re\’t}luli{jmd:.f;;} ,_:?:{th g-?lt an'r.:t.hcr important
National_(?u-operative Development Agency :t't;d\%rgu“um 8
2380, with a fund of $1 million, NACDA SAE A Dan Al
youths to farm in a co-operative way mihealﬁ Lemur(-.es i
ment. There are now 12 agricultural c‘oﬂperativezcin _frgmpllu;v‘
youths working on a total of 146 acres. By the e-nd :; 1\1]% i
we expect that 200 — 230 acres will be under producl_i(;n IEh\E‘L[‘r)“&_
has so far loaned over half (%) million dollars to co-o era.li\'l;s "ih
slogan of the Revolution — IDLE HANDS + IDLE LKNDS = ‘I-‘N‘le)
SO UNEMPLOYMENT is being made a reality through the ok
of NACDA. We know that youth in agriculture is not only an
additional and dynamic force for increased production today, but
the.y are also the future 1O the development and sustenaﬁc‘e to
agriculture in the future.

This important co-operative initiative is going to be expan-
ded. In the future, NACDA will work to develop greater links
with the mass organization of the farmers — the Productive
Farmers Union — in promo ting and developing co-operatives
among our small farmers so to ensure the pooling of resources

and collectivisation of our Agriculture.

Grenada Green Again

There is always growth, there is always development taking
place in agriculture. There is always new life replacing old life.
New methods, new crops, new varieties have tO be developed.
Pests and disease have to be fought and destroyed, proper methods
of conservation and field sanitation have to be employed or else
we lose our precious resources of soil, water and plants. As basic
as these truths are, they Were totally ignored. All these arcas in our
agriculture were stagnated. Now the Revolution has begun to
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bring new life back into these areas. Our agriculture is
becoming green once more. The Mardigras Soil and w?rﬂdum
servation Project which was under the threat of "hiin(ilter Cop.
under the Gairy regime now represents the most imflm‘n.@nt
agricultural innovation in our country and possibly in the ‘ge&me
Caribbean. This project is putting into full production 15 aster,
of land that was before, useless scrub and steep hillside pﬂ aCreg
tion of vegetable crops is being done at record low cost. rodyg.
What Mardigras has done is to open the way to de;-'el
10,000 acres of steep hillside and scrub land that @UP aboyt
Grenada. The application and development of Sciexlbted in
Technology in Agriculture is overcoming old barriers andnce ang
the way for increased production and full use of all our la :Pening
In this regard, training has become a key el.gment .
agriculture. In the early months of the Revolution wn of our
lished the farm training school and have now mov ; re-estah.
students a year to 150 students. This was done je from 50
devastating fire which destroyed the premises of the ;:hsplte of a
this year. Training for extension officers in agron ool earlier
other areas is also taking place. gronomy and all
Recognizing the importance of ed i .
new food consumption habits which em;;:sti::eg |3:r1 ?EDFIE into
the need for putting into effect the slogan of th Al foods, gijen
AU e Revolution “L
us grow what we eat and eat what we grow” > “Let
the Grenada Food and Nutrition Council. Sy, Lo e e
responsibility for ma s ik titution as the
development of a natinzrtfzﬁnqtigif;fu;:a ;}J]art:ﬁlpat;s in the
i : . . 3 B andle
feeding and national milk distribution programmes. i

A Strong State Sector

While i . :
state h:s‘]:lslomg;?]:mtg services to the masses in agriculture, the
three state com its own agricultural commercial sector. Today
o Fouick Daal]es, the Grenada Farms Corporation The
Ltd. are alread;y Ia rporation and the Grenada Sugar Factory
The Grenad; F?:rf:f‘leadmg roles in agricultural production.
wreckage of mismanaged Com"fﬂf-lon developed from the total
1978 Over (BD) B4 e e s under Gairy- In
revenue was less than {El;?]n was spent on these farms, while the
$3.75 million. This ) $250,000, an operating loss of {EC]
$800,000 and based o nr loss was reduced by 1980 to oY
on present trends, can break even next Ye2*

Today the 25 farms
arms :
4,000 acres and elﬂploymgl'n tile corporation, with approxim’

1000 workers, are steadily improifé
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The recovery story has gone s
overall loss, two f arm;,-g mad? ;ﬂ:fgﬂi fﬁthough there was an
workers received almost $8 000 as t':'i-' aring schemes, and 54
addition another 8 farms have so grei:,{ share of the profits. In
poration paid 337 workers $8,200 as i.nl:: improved that the cor-
G.F.C. has projected a budget of $2.2 m.‘i;}“"e hfmus. In 1981,
peing capital expenditure to rehahilita.te the IfO i
In our rural communities the two mai e
are the agricultural workers and the peasa:t Slr%aFm T
to transform the life of the agricultural works. IT‘C" ol
risen. The combination of the increased be:rs3 T s ek
. . efits to the farm
and the agricultural workers give a real possibility for rural d erxs
opment, not surrounding hand-outs and philanthropic ke
but coming out of the production experience and the returns fmr}i
their own labour of the workers and the peasants.
s The Revolution has had to deal with the Sugar Cane Industry
in a serious economic Way. The state bought majority shares in
the Grengda Sugar Factory. We are repairing the factory after
years of inadequate maintenance. A 48,000 gallon storage tank
has been installed to collect rain water so that operation can be
continuous. Twelve new trucks and five (5) new tractors have
been a major capital injection into the industry, to boost produc-
tion. Already the PRG has put approximately $1.0 million out
of $2.7 million earmarked for resuscitation to the industry. Next
year we will deal with further rationalization of field operations.
Our forestry resources aré also being developed through the
Grenada Forestry Corporation. This company has recently
started operations and expects to develop its work more fully in

1982.

Problems We Shall Resolve
Our Agriculture is however not a total success story. You
heard of the six natural disasters and the extent of damage caused.
These are not easy to recover from. The years of negk_.-ct have
brought on some serious disease problems. The banana m;l.ustry
has been plagued by leaf spot and the dreaded Moko 11922{1053
which broke out in the middle seventies. Thus far, nem; y <
acres of banana fields have had to be destroyed in an effort

combat Moko.
Cocoa too,
and Witches’ Broom £
to declining production 0
million pounds of cocoa were Pr
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disease problems. Beetles, thrips
£ the industry, cuntgt%l;uusng
ast few years. 1n 1979, 9.
e l:h:d?mﬁ-d; in 1980, 4.7 million bs.




tillion b, byt

: , is estimated to 55 n
PeriucLlo(;l foruﬂ;ifigfi “21'3‘2 reduc_liol} representing a potey;.
th el ‘w? EC $3.6 million if thrips 1s not controlled. la]
lnconra\guifni;’m;e'wisé, has suffered from 'Lhe randcfm and arbitpy, .
attack of a disease locally known apd N‘lixtime?[‘}“ ilt. Y oung 3

Id trees alike, in all areas, aré su.f.cepn e. I't‘ effect ig rapid
?\'ilt and subsequent death of this major revenue earner.
Because of our continued primitive metlhod:v, of pmdui‘.tmn‘
vields are low. In banana, for example, the I}'Ie[(,:]\|5 APPrOXimael,
4 tons per acre, when the break-‘even point is 8—10 tong .
acre, and some areas get 14 tons. Cocoa averages 450 bs per acre,
but there are some holdings which yield up to 1600 Ibs per acye,
Nutmeg averages about 1200 lbs per acre when our land gives i,
many areas 2000 Ibs.

I do not want to repeat the figures of low prices on the
world market which have plagued our farmers and kept down oyr
national income. As you know, for most developing countries,
world market prices give us daily lessons on how imperialism
operates. Our economies are so dependent on and open to the
economies of those of the capitalist world that, as we say in the
Party, when their economies sneeze, ours catch the cold. Now
that their economies have a bad cold, we face fatal pneumonia.

The questions of food and agriculture are major international

topics at this time. For countries like ours, a national food
strategy, better terms of trade, the international fight against
hunger and poverty and our firm opposition to these used as a
political weapon, are issues which we have to develop our agricul-
ture and our people to overcome.

_ As an integral or our agricultural policy, just as our foreign
policy, we stand with the poor of the world, we stand with hungry

millions, we stand with them, poor but dignified to demand food
and economic justice.

In Free Revolutionary Grenada we are struggling to briné
gore anl;dm be;tae;d services to our peasantry and agricultural workers.
y working er and developin i ill provide
wea]t‘l:vfor national developmft. U i

e stand with pride and dignity alongsi brothers of the
Third. World. in theic &t t?'aongslf:le our brother £
human degradation, 88 G e, exploitatio”
We join with our heroi i in affirm-

| ; ¢ Cuban brothers and sisters in affi
ing that a united and determined people can never be isolates

can n ! :
will h:;;rzt:rhtﬁuk‘ia:ﬁ to starvation. This proud and fertile soil
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ONG LIVE THE AGRICULTURAL WORKERS AND
.ARMERS OF OUR COUNTRY:
FART ONG LIVE THE STRUGGLE AGAINST HUNGER, EX-
LOITATION AND FOR FOOD AND BREAD WORLDWIDE!
P ONG LIVE AGRICULTURE!
FORWARD EVER, BACKWARD NEVER!
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GIRTH OF A NEW FOREIGN POLICY

oRESENT ATION BY CDE. UNISON WHITEMAN
PINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS. AR

Comrades,

A revolutionary adjus i i
y adjustment of a nation’s profile on an inter-

orelg airs, cons itute a critical element in that agenda of
changé which follows immediately upon a popular take-over 21‘
E‘_::::’;ca_i ‘;{Je\szfﬁti(ilnyjci;'n?l é‘hﬁnge would not be worthy of the

i o it _1d not produce the political will to
adopt a new _and radically different approach to the question of
external relations. Soon the new revolutionary leadership must
begin t0 forge new links, adopt new external strategies and seek
to find true _fnends and genuine internationalist brothers and
sisters. The inevitability of such a development must be seen
e;pecllgﬂ};gn the light of the aggressive tactics of the guardians of
the old oraer.

From the earliest days of the people’s triumph in March
1979, the dynamics of the internal revolutionary process WEre at
work in Grenada’s international relations. In our case the course
of events internally flowed side by side in the most natural way
with the change towards the new foreign policy direction. The
Grenadian i i-i i from the start and 50,
the very nerv i nd the polwer{ul _benef ir.iari]es
of that system were swi i jr usual reaction, namely,
expressioizs 0 ili counter-action. 1t was the

for Forei _ world anti-imperialist forces and nations and peoples of
' in Al (some of whom had scarcely heard of Grenada before),
stretched the hand of friendship o US: Ours was and 158 Revolo-
tion of the poor by the poor and c!edmated to the uphftrpem of
downtrodden and oppreswd working Eiiecjplﬁ‘ Ehe EXletE;z ?f
would naturally trn their backs on our 2P als.
ments that shared ouf “peﬂplef's pliqs?lph:f}‘“.
ized with the just aspirations of ma ind, who
::ful‘::‘lrh;a:??; stand with us and to support out efforts to defend
our cause. 1D the early days the administration of the Um_ted
States of America threatened 10 blockade our youns Revolution.
peals in the face of such danger went out to our Third

\Ovttlal;lfilrsl,:roaghers 5 Guyana, in Jamaic and in Cuba. Bvents have

Cde. Unison Whiteman Minis
4 ter




veo From that moment | s
wttomsl;be?( its sallva['-it_m amidst l‘l‘t:[[;;ir:d 4

- d World nations, the internationalist brotherh & Yo
Third U;n orialist states. These were our natura| frje
?ﬁisant{%rie than turning_tilelr bat‘qu at us, the W
iondlon axis had pointed their guns at us.

sped us on our né
would be hastened ity o
SOcia]jg
nds ang
"Lshj“le)n.

In that light we must establish that the Foreign Poljcy the
new People’s Revolutionary (:m‘grnmem of Grenmaqa Whe ¢
strange task, or an awesome experience thrust upon its leaderg h:
the demands of that moment. Ever since the start of the revoly,.
tionary struggle in 1973, the vanguard party of the Revmimjon
the New Jewel Movement, demonstrated in its manifesto thy, it
had fully grasped the complex nature of the world situation_ o
pointed unequivocally to the p_rlnczplesl that would guide a o
ment of the party in the field of international affajys The

manifesto declared:

“We support completely the political and economic
integration of the Caribbean. But ... we believe in reg]
and genuine integration of all the peoples of the Carih.
bean for the benefit of all the people. We stand firmly
committed to a nationalist, anti-imperialist, antj-
colonialist position.

We fully support the Organization of Non-Aligned
nations in their courageous attempts to prevent big-
power domination of their economies and internal
poh_tlcs, and propose to join that organization at the
earliest possible op portunity.

We condemn in the strongest possible terms the inter-
EZ;UE_ of the U.S.A. in the internal affairs of the South
commjtl:::i 2?1“':!21‘1?3, and the genocidal practices being
e hevole' ot elr peoples. We support in particular
Cambodi struggle of the people of Vietnam and

2. We reject the right of the U.S.A. or any

other big power to co:
ntro] th ; :
of any people anywhere. e economies and the lives

We support fully ¢
our African brothe

. lil{eratsicm struggles being waged by

ia” S In South Africa, S.W. Africa
odesia”, : rica, S.W. Africa,
for ‘elf'detemnh'{::t:::mua’ Angola and Guinea-Bissau
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:FOREIGN POLICY' UNDER THE GAIRY REGIME

The theory that a country’s ; : :

s conditioned by, or, is a mﬂ‘\n?f:rzisi‘;:nu;hﬁ international stage
reality and the socio-economic palicies of its ;(}T;f;nmal Itwl‘lmial
not have been more forcefully demonstrated than was fi? s
the days of the Gairy dictatorship. Grenada had no furei;(mf' o
in the true sense of the term — no integrated set of rincLi tp?‘u;
established guidelines for action vis-a-vis the rest of LI}Jw woi:lsb ;n
those who bothered to take note of Grenada under Gairy, u::\
country’s disastrous low-profile and embarrassing performance on
the world stage was characterized by three factors:

1. Closg friendship and collaboration with the most
reactionary, repressive and genocidal regimes in this
decade. That is, Chile under Augusto Pinochet and
South Korea under Chung Park;

Superstition and occultism accompanied by harangues
from the podium of the United Nations on extra-
terrestial phenomena;

The open talk about Grenada being an embarrassment
to the Caribbean and a laughing-stock of the rest of the
world.

The government of Gairy moved to establish the closest links
with the Pinochet government at the very moment, when that
barbaric fascist regime had become an outcast in the region and
international leper number one after South Africa. Pinochn_el. sent
his secret police to Grenada to give Gairy’s forces the assistance
requested in training in methods of torture. Ch_l‘lean arms were
sent to Grenada disguised as food and medicine. Grenadian police
were sent to Chile for training. South Koreans were brought in as
experts aiding in the development of the fishing industry. In far;ti,
they deprived Grenadian fishermen of their livelihood and engag ;
in anti-people activities on behalf of Gairy and his 30“’-’“";9“ :
Little wonder that the strengthening of links with the above-
mentioned regimes coincided with stepped-up terror _a.nfi fl’epl:es-
sion against the Grenadian people. The course of Gau;ly szprE}gtn
relations suggests that next in line would have c_omed!; e s::!m ;
and soon afterwards, the racists of _South Africa ltsg‘ulf 3 I::h
doubt, as a North American transnational. The events of Mar

13, 1979, changed all that.

FOREIGN POLICY IN THE REVOLUTION — POLITICAL

i iryism, Grenada
f years after the de_rruse of Gairyism,
Occugi:.-vsoaanp?)s?t;aé o); relative pre-eminence on the world stage.
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Our country’s profile is that of a small, independent nation fyjy
articulating the needs and the just aspirations of its people apg
firmly in the front lines of the struggle for a better world. The
shame and the backwardness, the dependency status and the
‘backyardism’ of the Gairy years are well behind us. (zrfana(la isa
proud nation and Grenadians are a free, proud and confident peq.
ple at last. :

Five basic principles, enunciated by the party s:r,tce 1973,
guide the conduct of the Foreign Policy of the People’s Revoly-
tionary Government. They are:

Anti-Imperialism and Non-Alignment ;

Achievement of a New International Economic Order:
Promo tion of World Peace and Co-operation;

Pursuit of Regional Co-operation and Integration:
Support for National Liberation struggles.

O s 03 b

ANTI-IMPERIALISM AND NON-ALIGNMENT

The principle of anti-imperialism and non-alignment is un-
doubtedly the main pillar supporting the edifice of our inter-
national relations. In fact many of the other principles mentioned
are but off-shoots of this central theme.

By October 1979, the PR.G. had fully enunciated the
essence of its policy of Non-Alignment. Speaking before the 34th
General Assembly of the United Nations, the Prime Minister said :

“Non-Alignment does not imply for us that we must be
neutral in the sterile and negative sense, nor does it
imply that our country must regard itself as a political
eunuch in the conduct of gur international affairs. Qur
non-aligned policy will certainly not lead us to surrender
our independence of judgment in world affairs, or to
retreat from our right and duty to fully participate in
International forums apg discussions concerned with
1ssues vital to our interests, concerns and principles. On
the contrary, non-alignment for ys 1s a positive concept
characterising a vigorous and principled approach to

international issues, It is an affirmation =
mental attribute of g rfindt

Il peoples and state t e
independence and t S LO sovereignty,

he right to freely determine their
own domestic and foreign policjes”. =

Grenada obtained memb ership i i
_ P in the Non-Aligned Movement
zgogty aéfther the triumph of the Revolution. Delivering his address
€ Oth Summit of the Movement in Havana in September,
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1979, Cde. Bishop declared:

“We affirm beforg Fhis Ereat assembly, our resolute and
unwavering opposition to imperialism in all jts forms.

We affirm equally resolutely and unwaveringly our
opposition to colonialism and neo-colonialism in all
their manifestations. We affirm the strongest objection
to the hateful and despicable system of Apartheid which
continues to hold millions of our brothers and sisters in
South Africa in the most inhuman bondage,

We affirm the strongest objection to racism including
Zionism and racial discrimination.

We affirm our resolute stand against economic exploita-
tion and foreign occupation or domination in all parts
of the world.

We affirm our rejection of all militayy_ pacts or hl_ocs
designed to bolster or defend imperialism, expansion-
ism, fascism and racism

irmly i ional independence
We stand firmly on the suig of nationa :
and sovereignty, territorial integrity and equality of all
races and peoples of the world”.

On that occasion also, the Nt_m-ﬂ}]igne{_! Movenéent gda_;::
ample demonstration of its full solidarity wtthh tl.ahq_e r&};islter
Revolution, including answering the appeal to the rm‘;e Misiter
for assistance to Dominica whl_ch had just been §:1fer? rzm torted
ersmeioam Hm:’l:y }It?:nsﬂlci;nl;:loﬁl:wteh;z;t 1f;;hat Grenada

i e o )
zzﬁngegﬁﬂﬁ) i?sf truest friends a_mdlthe rdn%sttggfﬁ;ﬁ;tuble
demonstrations of internationalist solidarity and bro ;

NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER

i i riza-

d is threatened by increasing paupe
pih e peaceh i ‘iah:lfwt?frinankmd and the acquisitive t_znr:ichmelr&t
e Fia anh citizens of the western industrialize world.
iy i) o the voice of Revolutionary

: H forum, e .

From every international ifestation of injustice inherent in

mned the manifestation o b

Sureﬁlada'?::t?c?:d:n . ecfil led for the launching of global negotia
cn a st )

isti ] bijective of
i i i he realistic and attainable o e
tions designed to achieve t ; o e i
istributi ]d economic we
;ism:gst'el?:suifntlﬁaf ;2‘.1 Session of the U.N. General Assembly,
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NIEO:

question of the specially

qui!ity is one of the lof
derives from our

febe}:ﬂ.e, has called for the r

0 the reckless manufacture i i
eckle and inst,

destruction like the neutron bomh . A

Prime Minister Maurice Bishop

“By the New [nternational Economic Order, we mean
theﬁ assertion of national sovereignty over thc‘ ownership
and control of our economic resources. Further, we

mean the establishment of the freedom to determine
the disposition and the use of our resources in whatever
ways our people wish, in furtherance of their own
aspirations for economic deveiopmqnt. We_ mean the
creation of an equitable system of ll'lt!?rﬂi;illunﬂ trade
based on just prices for our exports. _“‘9 mean the
opening up of markets internatl_o_nall}-'. in particular in
the wealthy countries to facilitate the growth of
exports in the Third World. We mean the establishment
of an international agreement on the exploitation of the
resources of the sea which would secure a just share of
the resources and the wealth generated therefrom for
the developing countries . . . . We desire a new system of
international inter-dependence, based on mutual respect
for sovereignty and a collective will to put an end to
imperialist machinations designed to disrupt our unity
and purpose’’,

Because of the nature of the Grenadian economy, the solu-
tion to the problems of limited markets, limited resources and
increasingly unfair terms-of-trade are critical to the country’s
development. Grenada has resolutely supported the North/South
dialogue and feels that the foremost western industrialized nations
must bear the responmsibility for the achievement of a more
equitable economic order in the world, given their long history of
unp_enalist expansion and control of Third World economies.
Besides, Grenada has taken a leadership role in making the
disadvantaged nature of small-island

developing states a major topic of international debate and
concern.

WORLD PEACE AND CO-OPERATION

The achievement of lastin

Grenada has therefore
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explained our concept of thg

g international peace and tran-
the. tt_y gOI:TIS of (érenadian foreign policy. It
zation that without peace and tion
there can be no real progress for mankind. - S i
gi}rgn its full backing to the idea of
atification of SALT II and for an end

g of new weapons of mass

Above all, R}renad? has worked tirelessly for the declaration
of the Caribbean as a Zone of Peace. The Grenadian delegation
took the initiative t9 secure the passage of a resolution on this
matter at the 9th General Assembly of the-OAS in Bolivia in
19?9 SLIhS‘_‘quI:l'IE.I_\', at the 35th Session of the UN. General
Assembly in October 1980, Grenada proposed that the Member
Gtates adopt measures to:

1) Prohibit the introduction of nuclear weapons in the

region;

2) Stopall military manoeuvres in the region;

3) Dismantle all foreign military bases that exist in our

area;
4) End the colonization of all territories once and for all;
and 2

5) [Establish machinery to end all forms of apgression,
including assassinations, mercenary invasion, propaganda
intervention and diplomatic and economic pressure.

PURSUIT OF REGIONAL CO-OPERATION AND
INTEGRATION

Because of geographical location anq shared historic_alljband
cultural experiences, Grenada is natu}'ally thked o the Cdn[' :HT:
and the broader Latin American region. We are therefore firmiy

i i isting ties in this region.
d to strengthening the existing reg .
(‘Omn;;(t:reus the Caribbean includes not only the English-speaking

islands, but in fact all those islands wgs’ned by_the_ ?a;ézbt?;etsﬁ:;
including the Dutch, French and Spanish-speaking 1sia

- i €.
with Belize, Guyana, Surinam and Cayenn Tl

i ibbean as
convinced that the Caril . e
and gfﬂesearceonnection with the continental Caribbean, and also the

i jcan region. . )
‘i 0'{‘:1@ Ié::ﬁ;li:: l'lzmd Latin American perspective the;eéu:z
'lccount]: for our consistent efforts overdthe_pﬁls}to;;\;; f:\ations
;Tlaintain and develop principled and good neig

with the entire region. : rds deepening and

A tment towards

ression of our comm! ‘ to work
rengthening ntegration n he e weci?fﬁbceﬁm%efmmuniw
her developing : ieh.sneakin

:%ﬁ{?émi)unaeregional grouping of thirteen English-speaxing
Caribbean countries. b.regional cooperation Was
: towards Ssu regl ‘ .

ou comntﬁnitn the Declaration of St. George's sxgn;d m{
Eliaﬂylg%nnﬂ{‘;mugh this Declaration, the Governments ©
uly ;
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Grenada, Dominica and St. Lucia un@ermﬂk | o bersten
the ties of friendship and co'(_)perat.lon between the ‘--.'ODI?EEE trage at the atrociti
Governments of these three nations. il Ol}ll ople of El Saly C;es .
This commitment has also influenced our position toy, d - pfvp ou " soci -
the creation of the Organization of Eastern Caribbean Stvr : e ind expressd ou e
al grouping of seven of the smaller island:tz?

(OECS), a sub-region : i
the English-speaking Eastern Caribbean, W'_"Ch Wos foxmally iy,
gurated on July 4, 1981. We believe that this new organization "3:1“

Above all, Grenad: i
renada continues to experience a d

4 deep sense of
Duarte junta against
e selves wi 7
el e S with the French-Mexican
the alliance between the Farabﬁndu "Sv?
Liberation and the Democratic Revoiutio

representative political force ready e

to undertake responsibilities.

be a positive force in strengthening the regional integration moy,

ment.

In Grenada’s relations with her Caribbean neighbours v,
S we

and obligations with a legitimate vj
tions towards a political solution.

ght to participate in negotia-

insist on respect for the principles of legal equality of all nat ;
states, mutual respect for sovereignty, territorial inte g:ilf:a b) In Africa
ideological pluralism, non-interference in the internal affairs ¥, e ’
other states, and the right of every country to develop its b evolutionary Grenada has always made the achi
T ' i : 5 Oown ment of SE‘lf—deternﬁn ti ! acnleve-
process in its own way free from all forms of outside dictation anq By the people of N i!l:f)ﬂ. and complete independence
pressure. ; amibia one of the goals to which
totally dedicate ourselves. We will i s4icrrids
=1 2 cont
SUPPORT FOR NATIONAL LIBERATION STRUGGLES the machinations of those who support the S
zfﬂotrla 1ln t_!'ulslr bid to hold on to Namibia, whether by
Complete support for the national liberati ].rec' colonial means, or through a neo-colonial edifice
pledged by the New Jewel Movement in its :*:aﬁ?fezi;uigf]eig";;s :\g‘:};d:glc:deaﬁlzl;&elf;IJle- ftIl‘hel R e i
Even before the PRG : T = : . , authentic and legitimate representative,
s D IIJT::: nh;u;:;?;;r t;on;lilerng:}t:o; of this stand SWAPO, can always count on the unswerving support
N Al d Worensn. it Saptamber 1979, it hagm_mlt of the Eﬂd s;iolldanty of the government and people of
proof of its loyalty to this principle when in Sune 19%1532} amp]f} e Lt
became the second country in the wotld (after P , Grenada We continue to offer as we have always done, our firm-
recognize the Provisional Revolutionary Gove anfimal to est solidarity with the ANC and the people of South
‘ Bes shnos tie oarh ostha i the. DELS rnment of N:car_agua. Africa, as they struggle against the cruelty and in-
tion struggle has emjoyed the support g SYELY peniine ’1be“;|' humanity of apartheid, racial oppression and the most
solidarity of the government and people of brzncguragement an vicious form of exploitation imaginable.
i nada. :
i Like the FSLN of Nicaragua, the PatrioticaFrgm of Zim- Grenada also fully supports the POLISARIO in the
abwe, now the Government of that Republi : » struggle to free their country completely from Morroc-
port ‘F}{.grenada_ epublic, enjoyed the sup can control. We were early in recognizing and establish-
: ay, Grenad ins solid i ing relations with the Saharawi Arab Democratic Repub-
fighting bro;;hers andasiﬁenzms solid in our moral support of our licg. relations with the ¥ e
8} Latin Ameri I
i ¢) The Middle and Far East
The patriots : :
the most barolfasohﬂe who struggle daily against one of The continued man;lyrdon:l of the peop!& of Palestine by
hemi us tyrannies in the hi : the forces of Zionism will long remain a blot on the
sphere name] B istory of this ; i
The ¥, the Pinochet regime; conscience of humanity. Once more the People’s
Broad Front of Uruguay; ; Revolutionary Government of G_renada restates its
The Liberation M - f,G recognition of the Palestine Liberation Organization, as
of Guatemala.
2 113
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the sole legitimale representative ull the people of

Palestine and condemns firmly any partial approach to 4
ales

solution of the issue.

e firmly by the side of Irag in solidarity

Gimilarly we ar ;
Similarty hing of that country s nuclear reactor by

against the bom

Israel. M

We reiterate our support for t}lw people of Libya as they

face the might of imperialism, represented by the

Reagan administration.

We call for the peaceful reunification of Cyprus and of

Korea.

We express our solidarity with the people of Vietnam,

who are constantly threatened by the expansionist

designs of the leadership of the People’s Republic of

China.

Finally, the Government of Revolutionary Grenada reaffirms
as one of the central factors in ifs regional policy, its resolve to
work for:

1. The elimination of colonialism from the Caribbean and
the granting of self-determination to Puerto Rico, and
to all those other states who are still denied that inalien-
able right;

The end of the criminal blockade against Cuba and the
return of Guantanamo Bay to Cuban sovereignty;

The cessation of threats, destabilization attempts and
acts of aggression against our sister Republic of
Nicaragua.

FRIENDSHIP AND CO-OPERATION WITH THE
SOCIALIST COMMUNITY AND WITH OTHER
DEMOCRATIC AND PEACE-LOVING STATES

The consistent anti-imperialist position of the People’
Revolutionary Government of Grenada has led, quite underst
ably, to the establishment of strong bonds of friendship with the
socialist world and with other democratic and peace’ i

nations.  Grenada enjo : : ; ; 1| the
: ys diplomatic relations with 2
x:t;ms of Eastern Europe and our fraternal links with ‘h;rnl
pos/ :::ng:; and stronger. The co-operation and internatio™ 1;'
offered to us by the Soviet Union, the German De
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atic Republic, Hungary, Bulgaria and above
Eruba has contributed immeisel_v E? f}??zpl:lid{i}: o
Jomestic development process. We maintain w'armevug Coodly
relations with \"1!g{)s|:|\-ia, Vietnam, Mongolia, Laos ::d ;T}Undl-y
Kaml—‘lUChe_“ and_. in some of these cases enjoy efose and me mplfe ?
collaboration within the Non-Aligned Movement Sy
Grenada has also made the preservation of ;exceuem relations
with a num.ber_of countries one of the cornerstones of its Foreign
policy. They include Mexico, Nigeria, Canada Algeria” Pananf&
Gweden, Venezuela, India and Tanzania and‘now a].s:o Framw,;
under Mitterand and Greece under Papandreos. All will continue
to work increasingly to cement even further the friendship and the
spirit of co-operation which characterize our relations with these
countries.

STRENGTHENING OF LINKS WITH THE E.E.C. ON THE
BASIS OF GENUINE NORTH/SOUTH CO-OPERATION

The European Economic Community has been increasingly
demonstrating its readiness to collaborate with Third World
countries on the basis of equality, and mutual respect and with
some evidence of consciousness of the historical responsibility
Europe bears in this regard.

Grenada enjoys good relations with the E.E.C. and has
benefitted considerably from those programmes resulting from
the accords between the E.E.C. and the A.C.P. (African, Carib-
bean and Pacific) countries, as well as from direct bi-lateral colla-
boration. The People’s Revolutionary Government places a very
high premium on this new relationship with Europe which
continues to have a notable impact on Grenada’s development

programme.
SUPPORT FOR THE UNITED NATIONS

Membership in and support for the United Nations in the
face of growing attempts by certain major powers to desmbﬂm
it, remains another major clement in the foreign policy of the

People’s Revolutionary Government.
It ise;uru beuefy that the world body should be further

stren, its integrity as the maximum forum of the
wor]dg?sh ;I;Zc:ﬂe:n;iealougly gﬁra;ded, The preset\*at'mn of the Um!;edt
Nations, as that symbol of international authority :ami1 of mpt:d
for the voice of the smallest country on the b:t_slis :1{ the ageoeqwen
principle of the juridicn] equality of states, will always g
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n with the context of Grenada's exterpy)
i

priority consideratio
policy.

FOREIGN pOLICY IN THE REVOL:UT[()N ON INTER-
NATIONAL ECONOMIC MATTERS

The international economic policy of Grenada, resulis frop,
the interaction between its internal devclup{ment process, and it
litcal foreign policy. These two e/, TTE themselves rooted
in the cocio-historical process of the Grgnddmn_ society.

To understand the economic forelgn policy, we need to take
a brief look at the result of the underdevelopment of the
Grenadian society. That is, we must understand the degeneration
of the social fabric in an economic sense, which has led to the
particular international economic policy the country chose.

Degeneration of the economic sphere was reflected in the
absence of adequate economic infrastructure — as fundamental as
roads, and other communication systems, an adequate airport to
support the tourist and agricultural sectors; and generally a lack
of systematic planning for the nation, aimed at increasing the
level of material and psychological well-being of our people. At
the time of the Revolution, half of the people were unable to
find work.

It is against this background, and after achieving the
political Revolution on March 13, 1979, that the PRG launched
an economic revolution on two intrinsically related fronts.

First of all, a backward dependent capitalist economy had to
be tr_ansromred, and secondly, the existing international economic
relations needed to be realigned, to replace those countries which
blocked the progress of new economic initiatives by those who
were supportive.

For Grenada to pursue an independent economic process, we
need to break away from the stranglehold of imperialism, that has
::zrsep:f “l;.:e mdep]fndent econopﬁc process of our nation. At
Tl underd:rev;slztl entrapped within the vicious circle of depen

pment.
withh?:hzm ;Je[; our foreign economic policy was form}ﬂa'—ed
S of thgon t of the need for a rapid and revolutionary
B zﬂnomy .and also on the political stance of:— .
e el ool of achievi"é
Mutasl mpecrt]?l and technical support;
Official government to government assistance, refltaf-‘*'r“"?l

our ideological positio ;
dominant state sector. n of a mixed economy,
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T i3 2 Y i a i ] |I 1
With the g:i”ll-!rd "h](llHUl being independent development
we have Jaunched into the international scene to cement relation:
1l dtnai { : lation-
hipS: within the frame work which has been defined before
In this rvs_pur{. _rt'iimt:nﬁhlps on a bilateral level were estab.
lished with the following countries: 2

Cuba: hlmf e have an agreement encompassing
economic, scientific and technical co-operation. This
agreement was signed on the 20th May 1980, and
COVETS t;hp sum__lli_v of experts, and the training of our
people n t.h_e first instance. Cuba has also provided
technical assistance in the following sectors; construc-
tion, fishing, public health, transport, agriculture, the
sugar industry, education, sports, culture and planning.
On one specific project the major one at this time,
the Point Salines International Airport construction,
Cuba is providing over F.C. $30 million worth of heavy
equipment, on the job training for sixty (60) Grenadians
in the operation and maintenance of heavy equipment
and over 250 construction workers (engineers etc,), as
technical assistance.

[raq has provided grants and soft loans to assist with
the construction of the terminal building for the inter-
national airport.

Both Libya and Syria have provided lines of credit to
assist in airport construction also.

Algeria has also given some assistance to G renada and
the PRG has initiated discussions with Nigeria on the
questidn of a broad programme of economic and techni-
cal co-operation.

Tanzania has provided scholar
Grenadian nationals.” :
From among the Eastern European ct}){untr}l;:?(\: i::‘-‘
Soviet Union, the German Democratic Republi

Bulgaria have given very generous internationalist sup(i
port and assistance to Grenada. Hungary an

Czechoslovakia are considering propusal:-; tf,}?r ncico-ope:a—
tion made in discussions held with each of them.

ided assistance in
Europe, France has provid i
f}:: Tit“:le:]t:a;nof the study and examination of pot,entml
8

ships for the training of

i i lectric
] ources including _‘n},rdro-e'
:l(:ewr:: twgwe‘:l:f:r?as shown considerable interest in our
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. d. despite the effort e 1]

.[ie»'?ln':pnwntt ltji"ﬂ;mdtrr‘ mearﬁingl‘ul €0-0p .,E tltsh
E_:(‘werlmfnt e EEC. is already one o Majo
q&uﬂizgenf financial suPl:"’rt_rOr airport construction, a:‘.
SOUTE in the providing of urgently needed lechpjey
quI as in the ient programmes.
<kills for certain developn p :
From within our own hemisphere, -M(?x-lm has already
initiated a far-reaching programme of assistance covering
such areas as oil supply, oil storage facilities, oil exploys.
tion and forestry and tourism deve|0P_mem- Venezuel,
generously assisted in the area Of,ml .Suppl_\i- for the
airport project and with scholarships for training ang
upgrading of skills. Canada hab pmw_ded assistance in at
least one area of major significance in Grenada’s devel.
opment thrust.

It must be emp hasized that none of the above countries hyy
made the least effort to compromise our freedom, or to usurp oui
economic process for their own ends. Economic relations in eac},
case, have been approached within a framework of the utmn.st
mutual respect.

On the multilateral level, Grenada has tapped new sources of
assistance. One of these, the Organization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC), has provided financing for the International
Airport through their special facility. OPEC has also provided the
funds for the establishment of a National Bus Service for Grenada,

Our previous international economic relations were almost
exclusively with countries in the imperialist sphere, and this factor
guaranteed us perpetual economic dependence and backwardness.
We have hmyever, not severed relations with such countries but

we are _seekmg new arrangements based on mutual respect and
recognition of our independence.

The new th{ust is, naturally, with those countries who do not
use economic assistance to pursue imperialist designs.

THE CARIBBEAN COMMON MARKET

Grenada has always gi ;

; ; ilways given full support to the economiC

ggﬁra tm: process in the region and will continue to work for

tl'adega::l S common market system benefitting, through

i commercial contact, the peoples of the region rathe
afew merchants and manufacturers.
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ot Centl'ﬁl America and the Caribbean.

1 BASIN PLAN

Grenada welcomed the so-called Caribbean Basin Initiati
s ative

This progr: ;

. atp B ¥ 52 e : gramme, 1

manlpul.ﬂui by those powers who merely with fo na emnf :1.91
e se omic

aid 88 an instrument of cold war foreign policy objectives, could
o useful channel for extra financial flows critically “"d :uut
the development processesin the Caribbean region. eeded for
Grenada will continue to insist that: i

1. The plan must relate to the priorities establi
> s establis -
yarious governme nts; ARSI a8

No potential participants must be excluded for political
or ideological reasons;

There must be no military component in the plan;

In relation to the LDC’s especially, Official Develop-
ment Assistance (ODA) should form the bulk of the
resource transfers at this time.

PROBLEMS GRENADA FACES ON THE INTERNATIONAL
FRONT

. Big-Power Hostility and Confrontation

From the outset, the anti-imperialist nature of Grenada’s
Revolution and the “danger’ of a new, successful, non-capitalist
model in the bosom of the English-speaking Caribbean was more
than the Washington/London axis was willing to tolerate. The
hostility of imperialism and the threat of instant cqnfrontanonal
politics were on the horizon the very week following March _13.
1979. The U.S. State Department spoke openly of a possible

blockade around Grenada.
Ever since those days, our efforts to alter our state of back-
wardness and to overcome the legacy of undet.developgli:t;
arising out of centuxies of colonialism have only increase
i U.S. authorities. Yelall]
antag‘?;illl:?lmtl?: t:}::ning of the Reagan Administration, the pressure

urself what isit in
has been more than doubled. You mgeafjk.ssfom  Soint where

i rocess which angers
t}ﬁzt(‘if;l:fr?? aprgilitary and 'mdust:nal colossus, :2;&:;90’?%.5?5
low as to hurt Grenada, ?'mac;] natc‘:tmiook kindly on Grenada’s
clear: The U.S. authorities &9 :f tyaribbean nations t0 develop

insistence on the sovereign f
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o weens in peace and without i ¢
their own p()lltll'{-ll proc esses in peace al i 1. ‘ !.I[ i rence ang
pressure from outside; the Reagan Administration thins Grengaq
: erful counterpoint to jls | Aa
a smali but muth too pﬂWEI‘hll C I L "Ogemf)ni{.

psvche, rejecting the ‘dm.trine_ of the Czlmbbez'm 45 someopeyg
“hackyard’’, and stating p!_lblu-l_\a l}lﬂt‘ we do; a small Undey
developed country, as Washington sees it, should not wish tq, hE;
independent enough to want tolchouse its own irmn_ds Withgy,
dictation from the guardians of the Pax Norteamericana, Ang,
finally, the Reagan # dministration and its most willing servants in
the Caribbean are afraid, mortally afraid, the triumphs of p,
Grenadian people should provide a beacon for our brothers j,
those states which lie round about us.

The attempt by two consecutive U.S. Adnﬂnislrations. and
more so, the Reagan Government, to overthrow the People’s
Revolutionary Government of Grenada has manifested itself
in four different forms. These have now almost become thejr
institutionalized approach to destabilization of people-oriented
governments in this region.

I. Like Chile (1970—73) and Jamaica (1976—80), Grenada
and the leadership of the Revolution have been the
target of a most vicious international media campaign
of lies, disinformation, distortion and personal abuse,
This is designed to vilify the good name of Grenada

and undermine the international prestige of our leader.
For instance;

a. June 1981 alone saw the publication of 144
articles maligning Grenada;

e In Jar_mary 1981, there was the CBS telecasting of
the infamous documentaries ‘“‘Attack on the
Americas”, and in May, 1981, “The Prisoner and
the Police State’;

¢. Only last week (November 15th — 21st) we saw
the publication of seven most damaging front page
il'fr!l.‘._les in the “Mercurio” of the Caribbean, the
Daily Gleaner” newspaper of Jamaica.

I Grenada continues to be the victim of economic sabo-
tage demgne.d by the Reagan Administration to strangle
the Revolution. For instance, there was:

a. The diplomatic offensive by the Reagan Gover™
ment to prevent Grenada obtaining U.S. e
from a co-financing conference sponsored bY
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IV.

the E.E.C, in April last, ¢

{ s 0 be used i
tion of our Internationg] used in the constryc.

i Airport;
b. The attempt by th

e Reagan Adminietess:
block an IMF loan to Grenafla]? atitatn 1o

¢. The Reagan Admi nistration’s
of U.S. $30 million in IDA co

Grenada:

successful blocking
ncessional Funds to

d. The US. demand that Gr
Uas. : enada be excluded f
participation in the benefits of a grm:lt Lof lr?g.l

4 milli . .
Sé‘:nﬁl ion offered to the Caribbean Development

The Reagan Administration and its allies have en-
couraged and financed dissidents and counter-revolu-
tionaries inside Grenada to plot, to murder and to
disrupt as a prelude to seizing power. At the same time
our detractors have unleashed a campaign to force elec-
tions before our time-table of priorities allows for this.
This election they hope to manipulate and to rig as they
have done elsewhere.

Military intervention represents the fourth stage of the
1.S. Administration’s plan, to destroy the Grenadian
process. This is the most dangerous of all. The threat
of an invasion is manifest in the following events:

a. In August 1981 the United States, as part of the
military manoeuvres code-named Ocean Venture
’81, staged a mock invasion of Vieques Island off
Puerto Rico of a country code-named Amber and
the Amberines. Based on an _ahundal_zce of
evidence, we are convinced that this operation is a
rehearsal for the invasion of Grenada and its sister

islands of the Grenadines;

\ ; e, 4 i
ition, the recruitment and training o
i E::;n:i;::l; the U.S.A,, particularly in Florida, for
use against Crenada, continues openly and un-
ashamedly;
up of Klu Klux Klan
c. The near suocsss of U2 B by the U.S. citizen

ban exile mercenaries le U
?’I;fdgz who were on the point of sailing for the
ki

Caribbean. Their
Grenada.
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of course, denied any I_\.i-_ii:

y Lo Invs

The U.S. has 0 M9 Invade
G]:enada. Ho-.,vever, the lessons of recent history 5
tresh in our minds. They will never admit that theg

plans have been made.

GRENADA'S ATTEMPTS TO HAVE GOOD RELATIONS Wity
THE U.S.

Consistent with our policy of good neighbourliness, Prime
Minister Maurice Bishop has, on tWo separate occasions written
to President Ronald Reagan, expressing :rcnada s preparedness to
engage in a dialogue at the highest level in order to normalize our
relations. In his letter dated March 26 of 1981, our Prime Minister
wrote: -

“My government has always wanted good relations with your
government and people”” and “] would like to suggest that our two
governments hold bilateral discussions at the highest possible level
to discuss developments and to clear up possible misunderstand-
ings.”

: This and a subsequent letter of August 1981 have both gone
unacknowledged. :

The Congressional Black Caucus wrote to Secretary of State,
General Haig in March of this year without any positive results.

We shall continue to make every effort to normalize our
relations with the United States, in accordance with our policy
of seeking normal and friendly relations with all our neighbours.

SITUATION OF SPECIAL DISADVANTAGE: SMALL ISLAND
DEVELOPING ECONOMY

The limitations placed upon us by the phenomenon of
“smalh_eas", prevent us from developing the momentum towards
occupying our rightful place in the international economy.
must be accepted however that the economic and social conse-
quences of “‘smallness”, are shared by several independent states.
These consequences include:

(1) Limited resources;

(2) An almost total dependence on external markets due t©©
the very limited internal market;

(8) Lack of an adequate number of trained pexsonnel —
those who receive an appreciable level of training soon
go off to better living standards and more attracti¥e
salaries in metropolitan centres;
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(4] Laf_'k of 1institutions and or

: anizati .t
modern production; tanizations designed for

(5) Low level of scientific and technological know-how:
(6) High import content of economy; .

{7) Propensity to natural disasters — hurrican ;
quakes, freak storms, which because of the ﬁn:l‘i ;drth-
the country, when they strike, devastate the ;iff
country, not just one region or province of that countr:j

FOREIGN POLICY PROJECTIONS IN THE IMMEDIATE
FUTURE AND IN THE LONG RUN

The preceeding has shown the background against which the
PRG instituted a new direction in the field of international affairs.
We have seen how this direction has manifested itself in concrete
policies and actions. We have seen the opportunities presented by
this new direction, as well as the challenges arising from our
experiences on the world stage.

And now, what projections can there be for the future given
the experiences of the past? We will seek resolutely to abide by
the sacred principles which have guided us until this moment. We
give the assurance that:

a. Revolutionary Grenada will never compromise with

imperialism;

b. The Non-Aligned Movement, the U.N./OAU and Iall
multilateral bodies which are dedicated to the genuine
progress of mankind will continue to have our total
support; ot

c. ol s b by e 38 oL L
their national liberation and self dete - ik
those who struggle for disarmament, for detente,

peace and a better world for usall;

d. We will broaden and deepen our relatwnsz;ﬁl;em;;

friends in the Socialist world, in Western ldu ; \:rith
Latin America, in Africa and the Arabiw:nv / a:he:e'
all democratic and internationalist peop es every .

e. We will seek to have good relations with all.

In terms of concrete action Greqada servg]sl S:t:ﬁ:i ‘thl;:;
imperialism’s attempt to divide the Caribbean Wi

resolute action and organized opposition from by
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Most of all, Grenada intends O take the struggle of smg)
island developing states to overcome the disabilities of ".~;|nullnusa;‘-‘
to every forum on the globe. We are part of an exploited South j
the North/South traditional relationship of a master and a sl;w,;n
but our disabilities are special and our disadvantages far more
numerous. Grenada, in concert with others of our number, ﬁhaﬁ
lay our plight and our situation hard on the conscience of oy
traditional exploiters and on the good-will of the true friends u?
suffering humanity.

This then is the challenge of our future. The world is assured
Grenada will not look back. '

FORWARD EVER! BACKWARD NEVER!

GRENADA 15 NOT ALONE”

[, 0SING ADDRESS BY CDE. PRIME MINISTE
gmumm‘. BISHOP. NISTER,

Comr ades:

It is now my pleasant, but also sa : |
conference 10 & close. 1 am sure that codmtra:é{etsoh:::;ng t}?]bs pp
like We all are, 2 little bit tired, and perhaps a Iittle“{“t edl'eelmg
prospe‘»‘t of having to part from comrades, who manﬂr S:_! at the
have met for the first time over these past [:aw days e

(,.amrades: for us it was undoubtedly an historic conference
a very successful conference and for us a very deep {eining
experience. We have no doubt t_hat for you, it must also have
been a process of learning; learning in the sense of finding out
something ahput our country, the aspirations of our people, the
problems which we inherited and the problems which we still
face; the approach we have adopted for trying to solve those
roblems and the modest progress and achievements we have
made over the past two years and eight months; something about
the prospects which face us in the immediate future and about
the immediate concerns and the threats of aggression which
continue to hang over the heads of our people.

Much more importantly, comrades, we have learnt from you,
and we have been reminded by you of <everal important lessons;
lessons which we will always cherish, lessons which sometimes we
tend to forget. You have reminded us in these past three days of
the meaning of true solidarity, of the meaning of internationalism,
of the meaning of expressing in a real and tangible way support
for a process that is taking shape. ‘

I cite two examp les of this solidarity. One comtade, who 18
the Ambassador to his country based in Cuba, when he could not
get a flight to come to ! go all the way to Canada,
and from Canada to work his way back down, in order to be here
}lt the start of the conferenceé — Comrade Ali Mohammed of Libya.
applause. .

I thh:k of a second example tfhat is npue Ies? dr:!::rtr::aand has
no le i + nificance for our ople; r
has cf)smemefigﬁgn 22?1]1?5; d thousands of miles awn{'
a country that would not even have been heard of by our PeoP e

pelongs to the Central Committee
two years ago, a conrade who gs ees of his OWD
of his Party and is therefore oné 3éeh g et
country, This conr ade had to over Gm.‘:;‘fo me that
get to Grenada. When 1 met Wit today he sal
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2uiling Friendship. Cooperal

i/

Conrades Maurice Bishop and B "
OTULS, - Grereade Frichdship S;‘;]:f Coard, with Cde. Josephine Butler of

. he had to ?1._\,- 'tur 96 hours he would have done it. 1 ref
c mrade Dogin "mndonsuren from Mongolia. (app/ . e

To have 112 delegates in our country t‘o hpp A ;
ing from 41 countries, to have conti Sl
soming : ; ave all continents on our glob
ted in our country at this time expressing solidarit P aith
our Processs means more than mere words could ever m"; \Tnth
describe for our people. This injects our people with aan .
cense of confidence, a new sense of courage and of directio P“:
much deeper understanding of what it is we are all about R

We Are Not Alone

Your p_resemfe_ has re_minclcd our people of why we aré
united in this anti-imperialist struggle and why we are united to
end poverty, oppression and exploitation in the world. This
has brought a new depth of richness to our people. Comrades,
listening tO you gpeak of your experiences has also reminded us
over these past days, that our struggle in Grenada is by no means
a unigue struggle, that our struggle is not one that is being trod
for the first time in the history of mankind. Thisisa struggle that
many have walked before. It is a struggle that many are walking
today out of their conviction that even if the struggle looks hard
and the road looks long there is only one road: the road of anti-
imperialist unity, the road of destroying imperialism in the world.
(applause.)

U.S. Arrogance on Namibia

You have reminded us, comrades, that We ghare a common
struggle, that we have a common Jem and a common enemy-
When we speak b m SWAPO, we are remin-

ded that SWAP tivenr(;fi:]hi r%e;nlz

of Namibia and the i i i _
gain their independence and : om, : re:;niz\iglhl]‘ls l:;m&t
serious w ocess Of ]
some of :}; \t\rt::erep;n did not have to 'r_esort to
dence on a platter that een ]
i“dﬂpendenf:]e in :;n envelope, other comrades have to fight
with arms in their hands to

This conference reminds US: & m ¥
South Africa is able 0 wage suchs opp! el open mAT
and brothers in T ; ecag?e erica to do what it wants in

date from the Unit
Southern Africa.




va, Palestine

1ad the presence in

g difficulties, still :
::(Id ese .'Tjaanca.rms who have amasced
oorder and who every day age |
catione ' - = iRy e
. ocations. It has reminded us that th people
other peoples all over th et g g
e world have always admired and will

always admi
y mire { struck against imperialism —

armed pr

of the continuing struggles and
Our comrades are facing in
rom Snm_a]ja, with weekly and

S and 2egressions by the friends of
mperialism in the region. Their
idarity over these past few days.

snzry Coba

rafE wreres

zce hlockades, the

mbrav, the mvEson

at Plava Giron, the artificial crisis vel; Revola -:.L-_v_-:;;_:m

whose people were the first to inflict 2 sound bestmg on ‘:_u.xe_-e
Imperialism in this part of the workl, faspiause) today il fis

itself confronted. g : : :

Cuba and Nicaragua today find themselves threatensd. Hax,
Allen, Weinberger, Kirkpatrick and Reagen — ihe c-\wttu}- Wil
— today openly boast that mo ap:i_ons_r;ﬂ be ruled out, that 3
blockade is possible, that 2 quarantine 15 {.\\mbég. that ecoBOmE
aggression will continue, that the propaganda will 2ot tease and
that if necessary an invasion will be im;iemutad. The fresdom.-
loving people of Grenada, however, will always stand fom =




h our Cuban and Ni

revolutionary solidarity wit araguan sigge,,
and brothers. (applause.)

Our Weapon Is Our Unity

Today, the threats that our sisters and brothers in the regio
face have also come back to us very forcefully, but comrades thz
past few days have also reminded us in a very positive and [f,rc'et,ul
way, that we have solutions and that the one common solution
that we have, is — UNITY. The internal unity of our people and
the external unity of all forces interested in peace, in democracy
in social progress, in national liberation. That lesson has glg
come back because when we think of Southern Africa we cannot
forget, that of the eleven countries in Southern Africa, nine of
them, bar South Africa and Namibia, have come together in this
South African Development Co-operation Committee and haye
joined together therefore, in a united way, to try to collectively
fight against apartheid and imperialism. Y

When we see with us Libya, Ethiopia and South Yemen in
our country, it reminds us that these three countries have only
this year, (in the past few months) come together and signed a
pact to defend their sovereignty, to defend their right to build
their own processes, to defend their right to self-determination
against the threat posed by the “Bright Star’’ manoeuvres, being
waged by Egypt, Sudan, Somalia and Oman, manoeuvres which
receive the full backing of the United States and Zionist Israel.
They too are §hOW'ing us the importance of unity in action.

~ We see in our country the comrades from Vietnam, and we
tiunk of the united action that the liberated people of Vietnam,
I\a'_nPUChea‘and Laos have forged in order to support and protect
their sovereignty, their right to self-determination against China,

against the United States, against some circles in the ASEAN
pact countries.

North American And European Support

b Further, comrades, when we look around we see sisters and
Dreothersk who have come from Europe, who have come from
So:i:mr ‘:irh:hm they have formed a Denmark-Grenada Friendship
fonnetg &IJG ose who have come from Sweden where they have
thioge wlfo hrenada-Sweden Friendship Society. We recognize als°
France _Gmn“e cF?r'f)e from France where they have also formed @
nais riendship Society and those who have come

where a similar association exists, When we speak ¥
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them and when equally we speak to the comrades from North
America, from the United States, where several friendship societies
have been formed and from Canada where there is also a friend-
ship society, what we are reminded of is that the people of Europe
and the people of North America are not our enemjes and that the
majority of those people are our friends. Our enemies are the
fascists like Reagan and imperialism,

War And Peace: The Fundamental Problem

What we also recall is that brothers and sisters in Europe and
North America have been going to the streets over the past two
months, have been daily holding massive marches, have been daily
calling for missiles not to be put on their soil, have been daily
fighting for peace and for justice in their countries, have been
daily saying that they want an end to the arms race and therefore
have been joining the cause with the rest of progressive humanity
who desire peace and fear war.

That is a very important reminder of what is today the fun-
damental problem — whether our planet will survive, or go upin a
nuclear disaster. Over these past few days, comrades have also
reminded us in a way I think we had come to forget, of the
correctness of the path of socio-economic and political develop-
ment we are pursuing in Grenada. That was also a very important
reminder to our people, because we who are involved on a dai!y
basis in trying to forge the people’s revolutionary democracy, in
trying to ensure that our problems are correctly analysed a.nd
evaluated by our people and that our people have the opportunity
of contributing to the solution of these problems, tend to lose
perspective on the historical significance of our process.

The High Price Of Principles

We take for granted the arming of the people. Yet it is a

very new and different matter in the Engiish-s;:ealgmg Caribbean
section of this region. Our people now ta!iE_thlS for granted,
because they have come to understand that it is necessary to be
armed in order to defend our hom_eiand. '}‘ygy.have come to
understand that the People’s Revolutionary Militia is for us both a
practical matter and a matter of prmc:plg. A pra!:tlcal matt.er,
because we could never afford to have a big professional standing
army that has to be paid many dollars every month. Our economy
is too poor for that. A practical matter because we knoyv whep
the wardogs come for us, they are not going to come in their
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+ are PO y come in their th ids. T
hundreds but tht‘}'d"ripii':f}fu‘:] our full-time standi; urmi‘h@re-
fore, what we neec, < army of the people waiting :
part-time revolutionary arm

our country.
derer;f is also a matter of pfim‘il-’k_" for }:5'. l"ﬁ‘nylr_"(i""*-_ ht‘(:ause We
have come to understand better with ml.rﬁ passing ,‘1‘1.-"? that ope
of the lessons that we can e?maur. from :I el B:‘ipt r.lf'm P‘s of othey
revolutionary processes 1 th%s reg‘lon'ls‘ 'la, E(}j(?m(‘,'llmf\b they had
to rely on their standing armies, the sar:ie_lstdln ing I'“‘m'es that got
involved in coup-d’-etats. Allende’s Chile is perhaps the Mmost
clasqlégzililf;: still ask us, how come we are not afraid to arp
our people, how come we do not believe ,f;hat at some point oy
people might use the same arms against us? We answer: when oy
the morning of the Revolution 46 of us wr?nt dn_wn to the radig
station after charging the barracks and routing Gairy’s green-hegst
army our lives were on the line, and the reason why our people
responded magnificently to our call is because they trusted and
respected our leadership. We are very, very certain that what our
people knew in 1979 about our party and about this leadership
they know a million times better in 1981, (aop/ause) .

" Conrades, we express our high appreciation that so many of
you representing so many different organizations, parties, govern-
ments and countries have been able to come here and stand with
us over these past three days. We very much appreciate the
sincerity, and the feeling, that you have put into your messages of
solidarity with our process. We very much appreciate the pledges
which so many of you have made as a contribution that your
organization, that your party is willing to make to help us build
our Revolution, but most of all comrades, more, much more than
your solidarity statements, much more than the pledges which
you have made, we very much appreciate the sentiments which
you have expressed, in favour of our people; we appreciate more
than any thing else what you have said about our people.

: Vs a
nd ready ¢

QOur People Are Our Riches

When you say that our people are not many in numbers, but
they are united, they are determined, they are confident, they &
assured of their future, they will confront and fight impenahsm,

that is the greatest praise you can give us and our people and that

is Wh;}th We appreciate most of all,
en the great Amilcar Cabral, foundin ¢ Guinet
: . ¥ g father o
Bissau, was alive, there was a very famous statement he ofte?
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made. He would say that his country was not a mountainous
country, and therefore there was not much possibility for tradi-
tional guerilla warfare against the Portuguese colonialists, but thle
lack nt'_ mountains did not matter because the peop[e‘ are the
mountains.

We say in Grenada: our people will make up for limited land
The people are our land, they are our resources, they are nué
riches, they are our future, and we are confident that our people
on this small island will yet make history in the future of this
region fapplause.)

Concrete Internationalism

The internationalism that you have shown over these past
few days, also reminds me of something which Comrade Dr.
Bernard Kamwi, delegate from SWAPO of Namibia, was saying
to me today. Cde. Kamwi, as some of you may know, is not only
a diplomatic representative of his party in Cuba but is also the
principal of the school the Cubans built to educate over six
hundred Namibian children on the Isle of Youth. (app/ause.) That
school, comrades, is the Hendrick Wittboy School, thus called
after one of the early fighters for national liberation, in Namibia.
That school was built to house six hundred students, Comrade
Kamwi was telling me; and a few weeks ago Comrade Fidel Castro
paid a visit from mainland Cuba to the Island of Youth to visit
the school.

While he was engaged in discussions with Dr. Kamwi, Fidel
inquired how many students are in the school. Cde. Kamwi
replied six hundred and seventy-six (676); and FideI’s.repl_v was:
“that is too many since the school was built for six hundred
students.”” Comrade Kamwi replied: “there are many more
students in Namibia who still need an education, and that’s why
we have to ram and cram them into this school.” Fidel replied
that Cuba had just built one new school, designed ff?r other pur-
poses but because the people of Namibia need it, “I am telling
you today that this other new school is yours for the people

ibia”. (applause.) yieh
of l\;i:::] % diat&.f]:'}zfter he told me that story, Cde. Kamwi said some-
thing that would sound ridiculous. Hg said that act oflsoluilanty
was in fact very well appreciated by his party and people ag a;_‘l)'
day now another six hundred students will arrive in Cuba. He
went on: “But something else which was very much appreciated
by our people was when in January this year, your small cougagr
with no resources contributed fifty thousand dollars ($50,000)

to our national liberation struggle”’. (applause.)




I then said to Cde. Kamwi that in the light of the story he
had just told me about Cuba I 1}_-Jt_a:iha_1med that we Ihild "'.-l_llrii'm-
ted only fifty thousands dollars (50,000) and that it was for mg
a matter of the deepest regret that our process had not yet been
sufficiently built, for us to make a much more me_emln\u['ul contyij-
e e S brothers and sisters in {‘\frica. I said
to him: “we will try to make up for that, we are going to find »
way even if it means that we have to call on our people to make
more sacrifices and to band their bellies even more, we are going
to help you to equip the school with typewriters, with duplicating
machines. and with school books for your children of Namibia,

We are going to find a way of doing it”. (Standing ovation and
applause).

We are very conscious, comrades, that we have virtually
nothing in our country by way of material resources but we
also know what our duty is and what our responsibility is, even
if it means that we have only poverty, then we will share that
poverty in order to make sure that others go forward! (app/ause).

As you return to your countries, we will be trying in Grenada
in whatever ways we can to follow your own struggles as best ag
we can. We recognise the problems that you have, and in whatever
ways we can, whenever we can, we will always stand up on the
side of principle to try to ensure that your own struggles are suc-
cessful. We know that revolution is one and indivisible, that there
are no big_ revolutions and small revolutions, that all revolutions

are revolutions and all must be supported. (applause. )

Desperate Imperialist Lies

We will help you to fight every lie that the imperialists in
these desperate days are throwing against us. We will help you to
combat every slander that is used against your own just struggles.
Imperialism has moved now from small lies, medium-sized lies and
big ]le!'i. to what in Grenada we call “Maco” lies. (laughter.)

Now, even when they are exposed and the lies catch up with
them, instead of admitting that they were caught with their pants

%O;:ﬂ they multiply the lies by ten or twenty or a hundred times.
h:ngrf:ir g:ﬂp]e the lie they were spreading this month, that five
e ;}tl g:lops from Cuba were sent to Nicaragua and
i bt vador. When this was challenged by Fidel,
Washing‘tonal’:;t e was sent to The New York Times and the
Wit i e an::tead of coming out and admitting that they
by 65 Hinaek. - TH, Square they proceeded to multiply the lie
- They then said it wasn’t five hundred troops but it
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was really 111r_et:_t.hr;us§nnd troops sent to Nicaragua for El Salvador.
And not satisfied with that lie they went on to implicate the
|_~.eup1P of Vietnam saying Vietnam had sent not one, nor five, nor
ten, nor even twenty planes but one thousand planes and helicop-
ters to f\u'amg_uu eu_'ltl from there to be used in the fight in El
Salvador. Just imagine one thousand planes and helicopters, more
fighter planes than l!lw industrially developed country of West
(GGermany has, more fighter planes than the United Kingdom or
France has.

What would it take to service one thousand planes and
helicopters? At least fifteen hundred pilots, upwards of ten
thousand specialists and logistics personnel, all of whom would
have had to be trained at great expense.

Even the United States of America itself with all its power
cannot train more than two hundred fighter pilots every year yet
they claim Nicaragua has one thousand planes and helicopters.

They are so desperate and so determined to lie, that their
lies are now becoming our greatest allies. The more they lie and
the more they exapgerate, the more it becomes easy for us to be
able to expose them, and to get the people of the world to under-
stand that lies can never be a weapon against truth. (applause.)

One of the comrades who came in the last two days brought
for us a paper now being circulated called “WEST WATCH and
it contains a series of nine articles including one entitled,
“GRENADA — CARIBBEAN DICTATORSHIP”, The rest of the
articles are on Cuba, of course, Nicaragua and El Salvador.

This rag is put out by the Council for American Security, the
same jokers who had published “Inter-America policy for the
'80's™.

They sometimes call themselves the “Santa Fe Committee”
and one of their studies is sometimes called The Fontaine Report
which has been used as one of the bases for Reagan’s war-monger-
ing campaign. . ;

It was this study, which was used as the basis for saying that
the time had come for the United States of America to once more
resort to the Monroe Doctrine, to once more resort to open inva-
sions of the territories of the peoples of Latin America, that that
right was a sacred right the United States must reclaim and, that
the people of Panama have no right to their Panama Canal, the
Carter — Torrijos Treaties notwithstanding. These same people
are now putting out this rag every mnnth: and reading through
this thing I came upon this paragraph which I. want to read to
you: “There are over seven hundred (700) political prisoners on
the island (meaning Grenada). The number of prisoners far
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exceeds the capacity of the jail, so Bishop %““_5 Urf“-""»‘ﬁl the cop.
struction of prison farms, similar to those existing in Cuba. They,
are ware-housing prisoners in semi-trailers received from Cuyhgy in
which they hold them for many hours under the intense heat f
the sun, that practically cooks them”. They say we are cooking
prisoners (laughter), while miltiplying by over 7 the number of
detainees held in preventive detention.

The article continues: “Another technique being utilised jg
placing a loud-speaker close to the prisoner’s ear and firing a gun
by the microphone. Prisoners are continually tortured ang
beaten’, Comrades, the truth is that we have shown the greatest
humanity to the counter-revolutionaries. When on the 13tk
March, 1979 our people went out and picked up the “mongoose
gang“ and rounded up the secret police and the criminal elements
in the police force, elements who systematically tortured our
yvouths, who used to flush their heads into toilet bowls, who used
Lf‘] ma ke our women eat cockroaches, these criminals arrived in
the ;:ql without even a seratch on them. Today, these liars behind
r_hls vile propaganda trash dare to slander the good name of the
Grenada Revolution. (applause.)

Psychological Warfare

= _'Buf., Icr_:mmdes, we F{now that this campaign is not accidental.
We know it has been deliberately planned and carefully conceived.
We remember only too well that when Salvador Allende was freely
.c-lecterl by [.‘}m pegple of Chile in September 1970 and had to wait
Iurh;; ETE;'m-Z?S beic_»re he was formally inaugurated that former
'\:\un -a*[r{fiﬂ-mr R_Ici}ard Helms and former President Richard
r‘.»mm -"_vt 0“‘?0“"“1!“. days of his election and worked out their
r.——..rge ;J:r;rtpoafnt‘hat ri}f’al’amm e th? Economy Scream”, and a
gy plan was the campaign of propaganda destabiliza-
We remember only too well that when o i i
, ; ur frie ichael
?gngig;ria\;mg wo?_ the elections in *72 and '76 in J.ar'r:::‘i:]u:;‘:1 began
ikl peopl]; f:j Fﬁ icy of n_aforms,' on a policy of bringing benefits
Ll e L cmlffa, Immediately the propaganda campaign
Cloasiol” ko manggmgn was spearheaded by the “Jamaica
Sharpe al"ld o Iee:}l:er Wwhich was against the patriots Sam
e S ﬂ;g » W€ same notorious Gleaner which praised
arrest javmg of Marcus Garvey, the same Gleaner that

today hypocritically praises
of Jamaica, s all of these people as national heroes
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So, we can understand what the role of these rags is. On
further examination, we know that the purpose of these news-
papers is to prepare the ground psychologically for imperialism
to strike. We know that they are used in such a way by the
C.I.A. to prepare the people of the United States for a psychologi-
cal invasion of the Cubas, the Nicaraguas, the Grenadas and the
E] Salvadors. We understand that role very well and we under-
stand, too, comrades, that the purpose of the lies that they spread
is to try to destabilize popular processes, to try to make people
lose confidence in themselves and confidence in the government
and party which leads them, to try to confuse the masses of the
people.

We understand only too well that their role is and that is
why we need vigilance, that is why we need always to be ready to
expose these corrupt journalists when they try to use their news-
papers and magazines as a business, in the same way as a business-
man would sell a yard of cloth, or a pound of saltfish. The estab-
lishment newspapers sell news and buy news. They put in what
they want, leave out what they want, tell what lies they want,
fool people as much as they want. We have to be vigilant about
that, we have to be ready to attack that when it happens. We have
to understand the reason for that kind of attack and our people
need to be able to see what the true role of these “'saltfish’ news-

papers really is.

An Abundance of Negative Coverage

Only vesterday I was reading the usual fortnightly analysis
that is done by the comrades in our information section which
looked at different newspapers in the region, in this case from the
15th — 30th September. In this 15-day period, nine newspapers
were reviewed and there were 103 articles in those nine news-
papers or 6.5 articles per day on Grenada and the Grenada Revo-
lution. Of course, a fair chunk of those were hostile and nasty
slander.

Another period 21st October — Tth November, showed
another 103 articles written by the same nine newspapers or 5.7
articles per day. In other words, we are helping these people sell
their own newspapers. Every day there is some new lie being
spread and vigilance on that is extremely important.

Arms Build Up In The Caribbean

Comrades, that is only a part of imperialism’s plan to recolo-
nise this region. Another part of the plan is to try to put arms
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into the hands of every one in the region, whom they berceive
be their “friends”, as they call them; those who are willing to y04
in their interest, those who they hope H_“‘f" can use to polige
in 21 Here is an interesting faey of

i ; i them.
sections of the sub-region for : oy 3
history: until two years ago, no country il the Eastern Caribbean

had ever received any military assistance [‘r“mltlh'i United SUL.[Q;;
by way of arms sales, But we h_ave recently F(.‘(?n. analysing
another document entitled “Security Assistance IPrUgfummeS'-

essional Presentation dealing with thejy

which is the U.S. Congressl : Vi :
foreign military sales and financing programme, their economic

support fund, their military assistance programme and their go.

called peace-keeping operations. : )
The first page is highly instructive because it shows how

they define the Eastern Caribbean. The Eastern Caribbean they
say is Antigua, Barbados, Dominica, Montserrat, St. Lucia, St,
Vincent. Note there is no Grenada! Grenada probably is in
Africal (lavghter).

In 1982, their proposal is to sell arms to the tune of $5.5
million (U.S.) to these Eastern Caribbean countries. Their
proposal for Jamaica is that, in 1982, they will sell arms to the
tune of $1,000,000 (.U.S.). They claim here that their estimates
for 1981 were $1,587,000 (U.S.) in arms sales to Jamaica. Also,
there is an interesting figure for Barbados. Next year they pro-
pose to sell little Barbados $2,000,000 (U.S.) worth of arms and
according to this official document, this year, they expect to
sell Barbados $5,000,000 (U.S.) worth of arms; altogether
$7,000,000 (U.S.) in arms to little Barbados. Now, I wonder
where that war is going to be fought.

Comrades, this document is interesting for a second reason,
in that part of this presentation to the Congressmen contains a
justification of why they propose sales to these different
countries. I‘he_y have included a section that deals with how much
they have provided by way of economic support. There are three
‘?OI‘{m"S here showing expenditure for the year 1980; the estimate

:;I:afih::ed ryhe proposal for 82, That again is very interesting.
Spp '5“{?5 CO:]Iflusl"EIY_TE\_'E&I in the area of “‘economic
sl ool T:i :]51’ call it, is that contrary to the lie that
e thepe afe nn ; e region ]llke to spread, that it is because
Whit thew figlt:res sh?} onger getting aid from the United States,
Grenada they are now gt:l‘;‘rtil':C,Mlumeh‘F L that it is because of
spefasiss g 50 much aid from the United States.
Mini-gima!:sr:a;a;]:; atraﬁi before the Grenada Revolution about a

a Caribbean Basin Initiative. Now every

138

body is running up and down the region Laiting
. or the other. There was no such frenetic activity taking
ﬂ?;-il b‘:[;f;re the Revolution. This document claims that in 1980,
$4 million (U.S.) was used for the economic support fund for the
i;ast.em Caribbean. This document also says thztt in 1982,
$2U_000,UOU (U.S.) will be used for thel F_]a.stern. Caribbean =%
remember, minus Grenada. Sixteen million (U.S.) more in
. 1
b“hegi.};;,ers and brothers, comrades, we have no quarrel with this
action at all. We have absolutely no hard feelings about the fact
that the Grenada Revolution has been of service to our sisters and
brothers in the region, but we want the facts recorded honestly.
Let Eugenia Charles stop telling lies when shg says that Qrenada
stops her from getting money. The truth is Grenada, instead,
makes her get money. (applause.)

1980, as comrades would remember, was the last year of the
Michael Manley Administration, and according to this programme,
no money was provided under the economic support fund for
Jamaica in that year. In 1981, according to this document
$41,000,000 (U.S.) was provided by way of economic support
and in 1982 the proposal is that $42,000,000 (U.S.) will be
provided by way of economic support to Jamaica. What is per-
haps even more interesting about this document is the rationale
these people use to their Congressmen concerning the different
programmes. After each particular programme they speak about
the particular country and they explain why the country must
get the money. 1 want to read sections of what they say about

Barbados.

The Barbados Symbol

Under the sub-heading Justification of Programme these are
the words: “The Caribbean in a very real sense forms our third
border, and as a result United States foreign policy towards the
region is driven in part by domestic concerns including illegal
immigration, narcotics and the welfare of large numbers of
American tourists. The United States has a major interest in
assuring that the nations of the Eastern Caribbean are politically
stable and economically viable, that they are free from undue
outside influence and that they maintain their generally high
standards of demo cratic practice and human rights performance”’.

The document continues and 1 quote: ‘‘As the most
developed nation in the Eastern Caribbean, Barbados serves as a
model for the entire region. A politically free, open economy and
progressive nation — Barbados — has supported United States

tWO weeks some
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| interests, including the proms of

7 H atl a !
global and internation L : .
human rights and regional co-operation 1_!}1_5(1“"_9(19*51 security
assistance programme proposed for }Jarhm.ioh is designed (o build
uBo . in 1981. This programme promotes

upon the foundation begun
a range of United States in
stability in the Eastern Caribbe

terests in Barbados, such as regional
an, maritime security and naviga-
tion safety, search and rescue, anti-smuggling, illegal immigration
control, fisheries, law enforcement and anti-pollution measures. Tt
will contribute to a constructive and useful rel_atlom;-hlp with Bar-
bados, and demonstrate our support for the !sl_and S d*—‘m_ijrfttic
system, outstanding human rights record and willingness to initiate
on a regional basis a modest but solid security programme of a
type and structure that would b|.3 in concert with and complemen-
tary to that of the United States’.

1 pause to say that perhaps t
of the nuclear carrier there last week. J

The quotation continues: “The programme is a positive

indication of our commitment to regional st_abi]ity, in the light of
continuing Cuban support for the radical government of

Grenada”. End of quote.

hat explains better the presence

Manifest Destiny

So, comrades, these people are not even hiding what their
intentions are. They are coming out very openly and saying they
have the right to do what they want in our region, to assist in a
big arms build up in the region, to promote countries that they
feel correctly or incorrectly are in their interest and will support
them and to try to use those countries to isolate countries like
Grenada. All of that is very clear as a result of this document.

But, as I say, so far as the question of economic support is
concerned, we not only support and welcome the $20 million,
we would tonight call on the Americans to move the $20 million
to $200 million for the rest of the Eastern Caribbean. That would

still be small compensation for years of colonial plunder and
imperialist rape of all of our countries and our resources.
(applause.)

International Solidarity

Comrades, in our respective struggles for peace, for justice,
for social progress, we certainly hope that as you leave here 10
return to your homelands you will build or will strengthen even
further the anti-imperialist alliances and fronts in your own
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e to fight for peace. We certainly hope t.ha'f m?efm'gs
L an take place more regularly, so that we will have an
+v to exchange information and to dc_emr:n‘nstrate ourl
as concrete a way as possible. We in Grenada wil
the struggles of the people of the world,
alism, racism, zionism, fascism and
o make. Grenada

0 lporlunit'}'
solidarity 1n

continue Lo suplpurl all of :
against colonialism, neo-coloni " =

iali i ] . . ng
.”erialism. That is a firm pledge we are going t ke. G
i:r;?tainlv pledges that we have no plan of turning back, that we

are going tO continue fo go forward with revolutionary firmness.

lause. ) : ,
[Ppe In the 1960’s following the Great Cuban R_evolquon, tbe
rialists developed the slogan “no more Cubas in this hemis-

o
1phgre“, That ran for over ten years. When Allende appeared on
the scene, they developed another slogan, “no more Allendes, no

more Chiles in this region”. When Grenada and Nicaragua came
on the scene, they said, “no more Nicaraguas, No more Grenadz‘x‘s ;
We certainly hope that by next year they will add to that “no
more El Salvadors™ (applause.) We also hope that by next year
they will add to that “no more Namibias”’ and “no more South
Afvicas””. More importantly, we hope, comrades, that soon they
will have to keep saying every single day, “no more this, that or
the other,” until the people of the world finally achieve total
victory over imperialism!

LONG LIVE THE STRUGGLES OF THE WORLD’S
PEOPLES AGAINST IMPERIALISM!

LONG LIVE UNITY, SOLIDARITY AND CO-OPERA-
TION AMONG THE PEOPLE OF THE WORLD!

LONG LIVE THE STRUGGLE FOR PEACE, PEACEFUL
CO-EXISTENCE AND DISARMAMENT IN THE WORLD!

LONG LIVE THE WORLD REVOLUTION!

LONG LIVE THE GRENADA REVOLUTION!

FORWARD EVER! BACKWARD NEVER!
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APPENDIX (D)

ARATION OF FIRST INTERNATIONAL
= WITH GRENADA

FINAL DECL £
TY CONFERENC

SOLIDARI
s to the First International Solidarity Conference with
4] countries from all parts of the world and meeting i,
25th, 1981 express our profound grari
sitality of the Grenadian people.

We the 112 delegarte
Grenada represen ing
St George's from November 23rd
tude for the warmth, friendship and hosy
cing the revolutionary process taking place

xperien
eable solidarity with the Revoly-

After observing and e.
in Grenada we proudly declare our unshak

tionary people and Government of Grenada.

We acclaim and nthusiastic involvement of the people
of Grenada as an expression of people’s democracy through the creation and
s such as Zonal and Workers Parish

growth of institutions and organizalic
Councils, the National Women s Organization, the National Youth Organiza-

rion, and the Young Pioneers and other mass organizations.

i proclaim the ¢

We have wimessed the participation and support of the masses of the
revolution under the coura-

people of Grenada for the programines of the
£e0us, committed and inspiring Jeadership of Maurice Bishop and the New

Jewel Movement.

We have recognized and appreciated that despite the fact that Grenada
astated by the corrupt Gairy

is an under-developed couniry which was d
d:l'cmf‘.:m-h:p; that despite the propaganda and economic destabilization of
U.S. imperialism — the Grenada Revolution uafter only two years and eigh‘r
months has been able fo achieve free education for all the people at adll
vaefx; free and improved medical and health care, the creation of over
2.500 jobs; the establishment af significant agro-industries; is successfully
r:*ombming and eliminating illiteracy, has established a modern ﬁxhr'n_g
mdusrryr, :Flas firmly and clearly expanded workers’ rights and the rights of
Trade Unions, has gr’ven new dignity to women through equal pay for equal
work cmd_ fully paid maternity leave for all working women; has developed
ig:;ﬁ;r:lmw for unemployed youth and wornen mainly, and has created new
s N; défr?;!mkgi ﬂ;; (i:;emda Revolution has fought inflation through
e s e ng Board by lowering the prices of essential goods, and,
it g5 ;;w numerous  to mention, is constructing a Tew
Grenadian mﬁ’;‘.’ﬂ which will advance the development of all sectors of the
We hﬁi;ﬁﬁﬂf 2y threats of aggression, the severdl military
ﬂimf lwh:“mm e egion and the world; the dangerous promotioT
y the war-mongering Reagan Administration.
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..

ot by U.S. r‘mm-‘nm‘-l
the fm;(_n’e of

aleulated attenp
[ Progress by

anel L

e all this as @ delibera
ot hack

e i 1 i the gredl

. O | 3 St £ £

o tervene ¥ and i : S S EhEey Jor and
w rum Nicaragud and Cuba and the heroic struggles of El Salvac

t;ﬂqrat 4

o ther parts of the world.
snounces this paolicy O f the Redgan .4drTirms—
ith the people in the

The Conference strongly de
{ self-de termination.

& threatens world peace and stands firmly W

ion whic . nas :
o their rights [0 economic and social justice an

struggle for
with the strugele of the

{ against racism, colonialism, uparrhe:’d, zionism _and‘
o5 and reaffirms the rights of all peoples 10 national
their own economic, social and political syster.

ort to the efforts of all peace-
co-operation and the

The Conference expresses s finm solidarity
{n'_!{}flfl’ fJf the wirlc
fam‘sm and uckm;wfm‘g
independence and 1o choose
gives iIs fullest supp

The Conference
¢ disgrmament, detente,

ntries 1o achigy

Joving COt
1f world pedce.

;Jresmminn i
to combat the campaign of lies and distortion
d widely disseminate infor-
ple of Grenada.

We unanimousty resolve
Grenada Revolution and ta provide an

against the
wut the great achievements and triumphs of the peo

mation abi

We pledge ourselves ro give all possible assistance o ensure the advance

and development of the Grenada Revolution.

Jves to defend Grenada against all threats and aggres-
plish Friendship Societies and Solidarity
the reality and express our

We commit ourse

sion and firmly resolve to esta
Committees in our respective countries to expose

militant support for the Grenada Revolution.

We also pledge to give the fullest possible publicity to this document.

ST. GEORGE'S GRENADA
NOVEMBER 25th, 1981.



APPENDIX: (11}

FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE IN SOLIDARITY

5

WITH GRENADA NOVEMBER 23rd 25th, 1981

DELEGATES IN ATTENDANCE

NAME

1. Jasbor Jsonmuah
2. Amb. Neuyen Hus Ngo
3. Pham Phot
4. Amb, Marco
Antonio Mariinez
5. Amb. Ahmed Ali
6. Saleh Hassan Al Zubidi
7. Dogin Yondonsuren
8. Gorjinin Kluishigdorf
9. Rirgitra Dahl M.F.
10, Christian Gonsalez
11. Amb. Pak Ri Ryon
12. Pak Myory Guk
13 Manuel Stephens Gareia

14. Alexandro Marien

15. Victor Kary Akovisey
i6. Dr. Jonko Lazarezski
(Ambassador)

17. Ahmed Benyamina

18 Raul Garcia Pelmez

19. Mario Rotaina Martinez
20, Otro Morero
2]. Herbert Laderar

22. Sheila Healey

23. Ronan Brady

24, Amb. Harry Spindler
25. Imaad Jadaa

26. Bernard Kamwi

27 Jacon Dumas

COUNTRY[ORGA NIZATION

Bulgaria
Vietnam

Vietnam

Nicaragua

Peaple’s Republic of South Yemen
People’s Republic of South Yemen
Mongolia

Maongolia

Sweden/Social Democratic Party

Chile [Cuba — OSPAAL

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
Mexico Communist Party —

C.C. Member[World Peace Council
Pres. TUC of the Ulvanovsky Region
USSR

USSR

Yugoslavia
Algeria — First Secretary Cuban Embassy
in Havana
Cuba — Deputy Minister of
Communications
Cuba
Cuba
Communist Party Federal Republic of
Germany
Ireland — People's Democracy
Ireland — People’s Democracy
German Democratic Republic
Palestine Liberation Organization
South West Africa People's Organization
Congo Republic

144

, (G ail Ann Rivera

william Rueben
_ Tim Hector
Adelso Gonsalez
»  Bill Scharp
3 Ellen Ray
3 - James Haughton

5. Mark Ellen
~ Jo Butler

Frank Schaffer-Corona
Nick Mathus

). Michael Amon-Ra
 Kathy Sunshine

_ Samori Marksman
_ Ossie Liburd

- Esmeralda Brown
 Dehorah Jackson

. Mary Boger

 Sheldon McDonald
' Peter Haden

Gloria Friedman

. Amb. Aymro Gegmelm
. Bobby Clarke
. Michael Aberdeen

Mrs. Liseli Daaga

. Bankole

Kamara
Bill Riviere

. Jean Pierre Etile

. Fernand Papaya
. Rudy Glover

Eric Sealey
Victor Cuffy
Albert Maloney
. Carl Pilgrim
. Michael Douglas
. John Odlum

Puerto Rico — Caribbean Project for
Justice and Peace
Costa Rican Socialist Party
Antigua Caribbean Liberation Movement
Venezuela MEP
Covert Action USA
Covert Acrion USA
USA — Fightback and Black Waorkers
Organization
USA — Representing Mayor Gus Newport
US|Grenada Friendship Society
USA — D.C. Board of Education
Grenada/US Friendship Society
Black United Front, U.5.A.
US4 - EPICA
Caribbean People’s Alliance, U.S.A.
Agriculture Mission Inc., .54
USA New York(Grenada Friendship
National Conference of
Black Lawyers, U.S.A.
1S4 — NY Committee for Marxist
Education
President, Youth Arm PNP Jamaica
England — War on Want
Communist Party UsA
Ethiopia
Barbados — PP.M.
Trinida — P.P.M.
Trinidad — NJAC
Trinidad — NJAC
Trinidad — NAC
Dominica — D.L.M.A.
Martinique Commuist Party
C.C, Member
Martinique Communist Party
C.C. Member
U.5.A. — Representing Ron Dellums
BAPAC
People's Pressure Movement, Barbados
St. Vincent — W.P.P.
U.P.M., 5t. Vincent
St. Lucia — WRM
Dominica — UDLP
St. Lucia — PLP
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63,
66,
67,
68,
. Komal Chand

70, Kenneth Denny

Amb. Ali Mohammed Ajili
Chris Searle

Veiko Saarinen

Dr. Cheddi Jagan

Seelo Baichan
Lionel Gomes

. Keith Layne

74. Mishelk Mawema

. Andaiye

76. Rupert Roopnarine

81.

93.
94,

95.

96.

77. Gemdrey Roland

C.C. Member
Lina Fernandez

. Jesus Escandell

Rawlings Jemmo !
Ellsworth Carler

2. Jose Duran

Lorraine Walter

Clive Dobson
Camille Jacana

Precart Michel

Nathaniel Moses
Orlando Peraltaz

Hadrian Monrose

Virginia Alexander
Lucien Small

Cecil Jack
Errol Mel.eod
Michael Als
Lyle Townsend

Geoff Mackler

. Ray Sparrow

n, London
Sw (rrenada Friendship Union
Cruvand - PPP

Cruyanda PFPP

Guyana — 1 WC

Guyana — 1. u.C

Antigua Workers Lnion

Barbados Industrial Workers Linion
Belize — United General Workers Union
Guyand WPA

Guyana WFPA

C.P Guadeloupe
Cuba — CTC
Cuba crc
Dominica — NWU
Waterfront and Allied Workers Union,
Dominica

Cengral Unitaria de Trabajadores,
Dominican R epuhlic

Jamaica — University and Allied
Warkers Union

Jamaica — National Workers Union
Confederation Generale des
Travailleaurs, Martinique

Federation de L 'Education National,
Mariinigue

Montserrar Allied Workers Union
Central Sandinista de Trabajadores:
Nicaragua

St. Lucia — Vieux Fort General and
Dock Workers Union

St. Lucia Teachers Union
Commercial, Technical and Allied
Workers Union, St. Vincent

St. Vincent Union of Teachers
Trinidad — OWTU

Trinidad — Council of Progressive
Trade Unions, PPM

Trinidad — Communications Workers
Union ULF

US{Grenada Friendship Society
US/Grenada Friendship Society
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98.
99,
100
101,

102.

103.
04,
105.
0.
107.
108.

109,
110.
111

Raba Hansen
Renny Lane
Angelina € TOMEZ
(reorge Lamming
Elombe Brath

Jim Blouden

Dan Foster

Fstelle Katz

Amor John

Susan Suprianc

Dr. James Millette
Soeren Thoby
Policarpa Corvalon
Michael Cummings

. Pat Kane

US [Grenada Friendship Society
Grenada Ortawa Labour Project
Grenada Ottawa Labour Project
Barbados

Patrice Lumumba Coalition, U.S.A.
1S [Grenada Friendship Society
USA

Communist Party USA
Canada/Grenada Friendship Society
USA

Feb, 18th Mavement, Trinidad
Denmark (Grenada Friendship Society
Chilean Resistance Movement
Movement for National Liberation,
Barbados

Britain/Grenada Friendship Society
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